BEATITUDES – BLESSED ARE THE PEACEMAKERS

MATTHEW 5:9 – TEXT
INTRODUCTION – As God’s people do we seek war or peace?  Do we seek turmoil in our homes or a tranquil environment?   Do we seek fellowship with our brethren or strife and division?  

In all of the examples above we would choose to play the role of a peacemaker if it is at all possible.  The word peacemakers is only found one time in the Bible and it is defined as loving peace or to make peace.  Have you ever heard the expression applied to a certain person that they are the peacemaker in that family?
Those who seek for peace in this world are a special group of people according to Jesus - MATT. 5:9 - Blessed are the peacemakers, For they shall be called sons of God. 

BLESSED ARE THE PEACEMAKERS:
1. GLORIFIES CHRIST – This passage glorifies Christ.  How does what Christ said glorify him?
A. ISA. 9:6-7 – Jesus is truly our Prince of Peace. Christ made peace possible between Man and God.  We were at odds with one another just as opposing teams facing off in athletic competition because of sin in our lives.

B. LUKE 2:8-14 – Jesus made peace on earth and goodwill toward men possible.  He was the heavenly instrument by which man could be at peace with God. If it were not for the blood of Jesus we would stand condemned before God and still be living in our sin. 

C. PSA. 85:7-13 – Mercy and truth did meet and it was at the cross of Calvary where Jesus shed his precious blood for you and me.

D. EPH. 2:11-19 – Righteousness and peace kissed each other.  That is what happened when Jesus the righteous one died so mankind could be at peace with God so both the Jew and Gentile the two are now one in Christ.  The walls that divided have been brought down.
2. STEWARDS OF THE WORD – People who are peacemakers are good stewards of the word and as a result eliminate confusion.  Think of the peace and unity that could be enjoyed in the religious world today if it were not for those who are not good stewards of God’s word of grace.
A. 1 PET. 4:10-11 – Those who are good stewards of the word point to it as the source of authority thereby eliminating a position contrary to God’s word and causing confusion.
B. JAMES 3:1 – James gives warning to teachers because they must be good stewards of the word and not those who cannot control their tongues and as a result do more harm than good for the Lord.  Vs. 8-12 – Must teach the truth with the right attitude.  Note Vs. 17-18 – Clearly states that only the wisdom from above is peaceable and so we are to sow the fruits of righteousness to be able to make peace. 

C. 2 COR. 5:14-21 – This is the word of reconciliation which is given to us as Christians and we must be good stewards of this message of salvation and peace.
D. ROM. 10:13-15 – How beautiful are the feet of them which preach the gospel of peace – Those who are false teachers are at war with God and in rebellion to his will.  

E. EPH. 6:10-15 – Notice Paul’s exhortation to the Ephesians. A Christian who is strong in the Lord will stand for truth and against evil and his feet are beautiful because they are shod with the gospel of peace.
3. MAGNIFY CHRIST – One who is a peacemaker magnifies in Christ in their life as they go about their daily routine.  They seek to honor God in all they do!
A. PHIL. 1:20 – This is similar to the attitude we find in the apostle Paul.  Does my example magnify Christ?

B. 1 PET. 3:8-12 – Are the eyes of the Lord on us? Are his ears open to our prayers?  Is the face of the Lord against us?

C. HEB. 12:14-15 – Are we pursuing peace or becoming defiled?  It is one or the other we can not straddle the fence.

D. COL. 3:14-16 – We can let the peace of God rule our heart only if we let his word richly dwell in us.

4. KEEPERS OF UNITY – The peacemakers are those who endeavor to maintain unity in the body of Christ based on truth.
A. EPH. 4:1-3 – We must constantly endeavor and be diligent if unity it to be attained.  It is something we must work for it just does not happen.

B. PROV. 6:16-19 – We cannot be at peace with God if we cause division because he hates it.  We sow discord if we leave the scriptures and the patterns revealed in God’s word. – JN. 17:17
C. JN. 17:20-21 – Jesus earnestly prayed that unity might prevail among his disciples.

D. How do we keep unity? 
a. PHIL. 2:1-5 – Be lowly in mind
b. 2 COR. 10:1 – Be meek as we can see the apostle Paul was as he dealt with the Corinthians and their problems.

c. EPH. 4:32 – Our longsuffering and forbearance are needed so we can extend forgiveness to others.

d. EPH. 4:4-6 – By teaching the doctrine of Christ!!!  

CONCLUSION – 

Blessed are the peacemakers for they shall be called the children of God.

Are you a peacemaker or a rabble rouser?

If you are not at peace with God make peace with him today!!!
