PROMISES OF GOD – 2
2 PETER 1:2-4
INTRODUCTION – Today we continue a series of lessons based on our text.  2 PET. 1:2-4 - Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord, 3 as His divine power has given to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of Him who called us by glory and virtue, 4 by which have been given to us exceedingly great and precious promises, that through these you may be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust.
During this study we are going to look at some of these great and precious promises God has given to us.

Definition – promise – Webster – One’s pledge to another to do or not to do something, specifically a declaration which gives a person to whom it is made the right to expect the performance of the specified act.

The Bible is full of promises. God has always been faithful to keep his promises whereas man sometimes fails in this area.

HEB. 10:23 - Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful. 

Today in our study we want to consider the promise of God in regard to temptation.   Last week we studied the promise of forgiveness of our sins by God.  God is willing to forgive us of our sins but he also makes promises to us in regard to temptation.  The purpose of our lesson today is to examine some of the promises of God in regard to temptation.

TEMPTATION – BIBLE TRUTHS:
I. GOD DELIVERS – 

A. 1 COR. 10:13 - God is faithful to always provide a way for us to escape temptation.  We are foolish if we do not seek the avenue that God provides to us and wise if we do.  
B. GEN. 3:1-6; LUKE 4:4,8, 12 - Look at two accounts of temptation recorded in the Bible as examples – Satan temptation in the garden and his temptation of Christ (Satan tempts us at our weakest moment.  Was God faithful to provide a way to escape?
C. 2 PET. 2:4-9 – Peter is reminding the brethren of the times in the past that God has delivered righteous people.   If he could deliver Noah from that ungodly world and if he could deliver Lot from Sodom and Gomorrah.   Then he can certainly deliver you and me (the godly) out of temptation.  The ungodly and sinful conduct of the world is no excuse for us to give in to temptation.  Do we excuse our language because it is the language of the world? Do we excuse our moral standards because after all everyone in the world lives together and engages in sex before marriage? Do we excuse our immodesty because we are just following the current fashion trends?  God is able to deliver us from all temptations.
D. MATT. 26:41 – God is able to deliver us from all temptations but he desires for us to display our trust in him. How? Prayer - Temptations also present an opportunity for us to see our weaknesses and understand our need to rely on God thru prayer.  Did they follow the advice of Jesus? NO!!!  Verse 56 shows the end results of their lack of prayer.
E. JAMES 1:2-4 - You may say well I understand that God can deliver us from temptations and trials but why does he allow theses things to happen? The answer is very simple so our faith can grow and we can be perfect and complete.

II. SATAN TEMPTS – 

A. JAMES 1:13-17 – Many try to be quick to blame God for temptations they are faced with in their lives.  God is not in the tempting business.
B. HEB. 2:18 – God sent his son Jesus to aid us when we are tempted.  We sing the song “What a Friend We have in Jesus”

C. EPH. 6:10-13 – Satan tempts and God provides us with the armor of God so we can stand against the devil.

D.  1 PET. 5:8-9 – It is Satan not God who seeks to devour us.   God instructs us to resist him and remain steadfast in the faith.

E. 2 THESS. 3:3 – Even though Satan is the one who tempts us and seeks to devour us God is still faithful and he will guard us from the evil one.
III. FAITHFUL REWARDED – 
A. REV. 2:10 – John instructs the Christians at the church in Smyrna to be faithful unto death and they will receive the crown of life.   I.E. – Crown of victory

B. 1 JN. 2:14 – Those who are faithful and overcome will be rewarded.  How do we overcome? By allowing the word of God to abide in us and giving us strength.
C. JAMES 5:10-11 – The endurance and perseverance of Job was rewarded.  These qualities must be present in our life if we are to overcome temptation.

D. 2 TIM. 2:11-12 – Think of the reward of reigning with Christ.  He views us as priests and kings.
E. DAN. 3:13-18 – God always has and always will deliver his people who are faithful even in the face of great temptation.

CONCLUSION – 

In this life we will be tempted.

Temptations do not come from God!

God delivers us from temptation.

God will be reward the faithful!

