PROMISES OF GOD – 3
2 PETER 1:2-4
INTRODUCTION – Today we continue a series of lessons based on our text.  2 PET. 1:2-4 - Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord, 3 as His divine power has given to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of Him who called us by glory and virtue, 4 by which have been given to us exceedingly great and precious promises, that through these you may be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust.
During this study we are going to look at some of these great and precious promises God has given to us.

Definition – promise – Webster – One’s pledge to another to do or not to do something, specifically a declaration which gives a person to whom it is made the right to expect the performance of the specified act.

The Bible is full of promises. God has always been faithful to keep his promises whereas man sometimes fails in this area.

HEB. 10:23 - Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful. 

Today in our study we want to consider the promises of God in regard to the necessities of life. We understand the current economic situation in our country is bleak for many. Current unemployment is between 9.5-10% but we want to notice the promises of God in regard to our day to day life. The big question is do we trust that God will fulfill his promises. The purpose of our lesson today is to examine some of the promises of God in regard to providing the necessities of life.

NECESSITIES OF LIFE:

I. CAN THE LORD PROVIDE?
A. PSA. 23:1 – “The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.”  What does a shepherd provide for his sheep?  Food – moves them to green pastures – vs.2;  Water – leads them to still water – vs. 3; Care – The shepherd to tend and care for his sheep.  As children of God we are the sheep of the chief shepherd.   Does God have the ability to care and provide for us.
B. GEN. 22:9-14 – Does God have the power to provide what we as his children need? God cares for all that concerns our life here below. The faith displayed by Abraham is closely connected with the provisions of God.  Do I trust God to provide for me?

C. PSA. 84:11 – God does not withhold anything good from those who walk uprightly. There are no limits to his ability to give and supply our needs.
D. PSA. 145:16 – We should never doubt the ability of God to provide for us if we do then we just need to look around and we will see that God provides for his whole creation not just you and me.  God’s ability to provide for us is truly unlimited.

E. PHIL. 4:19 – Note the promise of God given to the brethren at Philippi by the apostle Paul. God shall supply all your needs…not all your wants!  God will provide!!!
II. DOES THE LORD PROVIDE?
A. PSA. 37:25 – Note the powerful statement of God’s willingness to provide for the righteous. When is the last time you begged for bread? Never would be the answer. Have you ever considered why that is the case? Who gave you the mind, body and ability to earn a living? God and that is how he has provided for you.

B. MATT. 6:25-32 – How many times have you read or heard this scripture read?  Why do we still worry?  Lack of faith or trust in God to supply our needs.   The Lord knows what we need and he cares for us as the crown of his creation more than the birds of the air and the lilies of the field.  He will provide and he does provide we just need to recognize and acknowledge it.
C. DEUT. 8:11-17 – God is reminding his people to remember who had provided for then in the wilderness. He warns them and it is a warning also for us today to not become puffed up in our heart and mind and forget that it is God who provides for us. Are we sometimes guilty of exhibiting the attitude spoken of in verse 17?
D. RUTH 1:1-3 – Sometimes man devises ways to “help” God. God’s ability to care for his own is emphasized time and again in the Bible. Elimelech should have remained in Bethlehem which means “house of bread” in spite of the famine.  As a Jew he should not have gone down to Moab for bread as God had promised to care for him.
E. MATT. 6:11 – The Lord provides but desires for us to ask.   “Give us Lord our daily bread” is such a small request.   Why does Jesus teach we should just request our bread for today?  Why not enough bread to last a week, month or a year.   Jesus is teaching us a twofold lesson: 1.) We need to recognize our continual dependence on God each and every day of our life. 2.) The true way Jesus desires for us to live is day to day.  The Lord will provide to those who depend upon him enough to ask.

III. ARE WE CONTENT?
A. HEB. 13:5 – When God provides for us the necessities of this life are we content?

B. 1 TIM. 6:6-8 – When you leave the assembly this morning will you be walking or riding?  Are you going to your home (house) or some shelter?  Are you going to eat lunch or will you have to skip eating because there is no food?  We all have on clothes.   When you get home do you have clean clothes to change into so you can be more comfortable?  God says having food and clothing with these we shall be content.  Do we ever reach the point where we are content?  Is enough ever enough?
C. 1 TIM. 6:17 – We sometimes think if I were only rich I would be content.    Is that really true? Do riches automatically bring contentment?  I.E. – Hollywood – Too often we look with envy at those who are celebrities, thinking how much better our own lives would be if that were us.  Becoming rich and famous does not guarantee contentment.  If it did, multimillionaire athletes would not jeopardize their careers by turning to drugs.  If it did, the occurrence of multiple marriages among celebrities would not be so commonplace.  Obviously, real contentment must come from a foundation other than money and fame.
D. ECCL. 5:10 – Sometimes we fall into the trap of the more we have the more we want.  We need to be satisfied and content with the things God has provided for us in this life.

E. PSA. 103:1-5 – How do I know if I am content? You can know if you are on the path to contentment if you take time to pause and thank God for his daily benefits and blessings in your life.  Are you thankful for the necessities of life provided by God?
CONCLUSION – 

The Lord can and does provide for us.

Are we content? 

Are we thankful?

Everything we need God provides!!!

