PROMISES OF GOD – 4
2 PETER 1:2-4
INTRODUCTION – Today we continue a series of lessons based on our text.  2 PET. 1:2-4 - Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord, 3 as His divine power has given to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of Him who called us by glory and virtue, 4 by which have been given to us exceedingly great and precious promises, that through these you may be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust.
During this study we are going to look at some of these great and precious promises God has given to us.

Definition – promise – Webster – One’s pledge to another to do or not to do something, specifically a declaration which gives a person to whom it is made the right to expect the performance of the specified act.

The Bible is full of promises. God has always been faithful to keep his promises whereas man sometimes fails in this area.

Today in our study we want to consider the promises of God in regard to our inheritance.  In this world of sin and in the face of temptations God has given us the hope of an inheritance that will truly excel the greatest things the earth has to offer.  The purpose of our lesson today is to examine some of the promises of God in regard to providing us with this inheritance. 1 PET. 1:3-4 - Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His abundant mercy has begotten us again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 to an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled and that does not fade away, reserved in heaven for you,
The living hope we have as Christians comes to us “through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.”   The D/B/R of Christ is the cornerstone of our faith.   Peter speaks of our hope of life as an inheritance vs. 4

INHERITANCE:  Qualities of our inheritance

I. INCORRUPTIBLE – Corruption is a change from better to worse.  I.E. – Politician - Trustworthy vs. Undependable
A. 1 COR. 9:25 – Paul tells the brethren at Corinth of the incorruptible or imperishable crown.

B. MATT. 6:19-20 – Earthly inheritances change (values can diminish) but heaven will be without change.

C. ROM. 1:23 – Our inheritance in heaven will be like its master – the incorruptible God.
D. 1 COR. 15:51-54 – We will be changed to fit the in corruptible inheritance of heaven.  We will be raised incorruptible; all shall be changed that receive the inheritance.
II. UNDEFILED – Our inheritance is like the one who made it possible – undefiled
A. MATT. 5:48 – The Father in heaven is perfect in the absolute sense of the word.   Holy – Righteous – Sinless
B. HEB. 7:26 – Jesus our high priest made this inheritance possible because he is undefiled – holy, harmless, blameless, w/o sin.
C. REV. 21:1-7 – No sin, misery, sorrow, death, or crying in heaven.
D. REV. 21:22-27 – Nothing that defiles will be allowed to enter our inheritance.

III. FADETH NOT AWAY – It will always retain its beauty.  I.E. - Rose
A. 1 PET. 5:4 – For our inheritance we will receive a crown of glory that does not fade away. Why will it not fade?

B. 2 COR. 4:18 – Because it is eternal.  We live in a passing world, but we have the promise of something better.  Look at all the things you have that were once new and fresh.  Now they are torn, worn, or frayed.  Heaven will not be such that it fades in its beauty.

C. 1 JN. 3:2 – We do not know what all will be involved in the beauty of heaven but we know that we will be like him.
D. PHIL. 3:20-21 – We will receive our glorious body that is like his.   Our earthly body – fades, wears out, and eventually dies.  Not so with our body we will receive in glory.  I.E. – Old Age – Strength fades, looks fade, and memory fades.

IV. RESERVED IN HEAVEN – Heaven is the inheritance of all of God’s children.
A. ROM. 8:16-18 – If we are his children then we are his heirs.   Our inheritance is kept safely for us in another realm.  It is utterly secure because God keeps it.

B. JN. 14:1-3 – Heaven is a prepared place for a prepared people.
C. REV. 22:14 – Reserved for those who do his commandments.

D. COL. 3:1-2 – It is reserved for those who set their minds on things above.

CONCLUSION – 

Are you taking advantage of the exceeding great and precious promises of God?
A place is reserved in heaven that is incorruptible, undefiled and that does not fade away.

Will you receive the inheritance of heaven?
Are you a child of God (heir)?  Then you can say with Paul “to die is gain.” PHIL. 1:21
REV. 14:13 – “Blessed are dead which die in the Lord…” 
Are you in the Lord?
