A ZEALOUS AND FAITHFUL CHRISTIAN

2 PETER 1:3-11 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – What type of Christian do you want to be?  In our last lesson we discussed the idea of being successful as a Christian.  Peter again gives us the formula for success.  God wants us to add to our faith so we can be faithful and full of faith.  There are certain things we must add to our life.  Many seem to have the misconception that all we must do is obey the gospel and there is nothing for us to do from that point on.  Notice the exhortation of Paul to Titus – TITUS 2:11-15 – After we access the grace of God by faith we must be involved in living soberly, righteously, and godly in this present world

A ZEALOUS AND FAITHFUL CHRISTIAN:

1. CANNOT BE LAZY IN LEARNING – BUT WILL BE ACTIVE STUDY

a. DEUT. 31:11-12 – Hear – Learn – Fear – Observe to do.

b. MATT. 11:28-30 – We need to learn from Jesus not men with their doctrines and philosophies.

c. 1 PET. 2:2 – “As newborn babes desire the sincere milk of the word that you may grow thereby.” – What is my desire?

d. MATT. 5:6 – Jesus said, “Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness, for they shall be filled.”  How often do you skip a meal?  Or better yet skip a day without eating.  Yet we have some brethren who will go the whole week from Sunday to Sunday without opening their Bible.

e. 2 TIM. 2:15 – How can we rightly divide that of which we do not have proper knowledge?  I.E. – History test on Egypt.

f. ACTS 17:11 – Be noble minded as the Bereans and search the scriptures.  A faithful Christian will not just take the word of a man without comparing it to the word of truth.  Is your Bible open?

g. PSA. 1:1-2; PSA. 19:7-14 – These passages show the value of Bible study.  Do they reflect in any shape form or fashion our desire for studying God’s Word.

2. CANNOT BE IMMORAL IN OUR THOUGHTS - BUT WILL BE PURE IN HEART
a. MATT. 15:16-20 – Before evil thoughts become words and deeds where are they located?

b. MATT. 5:27-28 – Example of David and Bethsheba

c. ACTS 5:1-4 – Example of Ananias and Sapphira – Where did they conceive this lie?

d. ACTS 8:12-24 – Simon when he saw before he spoke he had to have the thought I want this power also.  

e. PHIL. 4:8 – Paul instructs us in the things we should think about.

f. 2 COR. 10:5 – “…And bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ.”
g. MATT. 5:8 – “Blessed are the pure in heart for they shall see God.”
3. CANNOT BE IMMODEST IN DRESS – BUT WILL BE MODEST APPAREL
a. PROV. 7:6-10 – The way we dress does send a strong statement to others.  Women still do this today.  They dress in a way to get the attention of men.  Example of man in paper who was upset with the choice of clothing for his young girls.   We must be careful because we live in a tourist/beach type of area that we do not allow the immodesty of the world to afflict us as God’s children.

b. 1 TIM. 2:9-10 – Dress should be and is reflective of our attitude.  Dress with a sense of shame if to be seen by others except your husband or wife.  Ask ourselves the question, “Is what I am wearing professing godliness.”

c. 1 PET. 3:1-4 – What is impressive in the sight of God?  Not the outward adorning but the inward – the meek and quiet spirit.

4. CANNOT BE LUKE-WARM - BUT WILL BE AN ABOUNDER

a. REV. 3:14-16 – Lukewarm service is sickening to God.

b. HEB. 12:28 – Serve God with reverence and godly fear.

c. ROM. 12:1-2 – God does not want us to conform to this world. World’s motto is do the least you can to receive the most.

d. PROV. 28:20 – A man full of faith shall abound in the blessings of the Lord.

e. 2 COR. 9:6-8 – God wants us to abound in every good work that he has authorized in His word.

f. 2 COR. 8:7 – We are to abound in everything.

CONCLUSION – When God looks at you does he see a zealous and faithful Christian?  If not then you need to repent?  You might answer when God looks at me he sees that I am not even a Christian.  He views me as one who is still living in sin.  You can change that today by obeying the gospel and allowing Christ to be the Lord of your life.

