PROMISES OF GOD – 5
2 PETER 1:2-4
INTRODUCTION – Today we continue a series of lessons based on our text.  2 PET. 1:2-4 - Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord, 3 as His divine power has given to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of Him who called us by glory and virtue, 4 by which have been given to us exceedingly great and precious promises, that through these you may be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust.
Definition – promise – Webster – One’s pledge to another to do or not to do something, specifically a declaration which gives a person to whom it is made the right to expect the performance of the specified act.

The Bible is full of promises. God has always been faithful to keep his promises whereas man sometimes fails in this area.

HEB. 10:23 - Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful. 

Today in our study we want to consider the promises of God in regard to the Bible itself.  What does God promise us about his word?

BIBLE:

I. PROMISES ABOUT THE BIBLE – God promises the Bible will be:

A. PSA. 119:105 – LAMP - The Bible promises to be a source of light to guide us.  It helps us find our way in this world of sin and darkness.

B. JAMES 1:22-25 – MIRROR – The Bible promises to reveal and reflect the real you so we can see ourselves as we really are.  If we do not like what is reflected hopefully we will repent.

C. JN. 17:17 – SANCTIFIES – The Bible has the ability to sanctify us because it is the truth.   Only the pure unvarnished truth can cleanse us from our sins.
D. HEB. 4:12 – POWERFUL – Living and active able to cut 2 ways.  It can convict and convert or bring destructive judgment if ignored.

E. PSA. 119:89 – UNCHANGEABLE – The word of God is settled in heaven.

II. WHAT DOES THE BIBLE PROMISE US?  As individuals

A. 2 TIM. 3:16-17 – PROFIT - That it is inspired – God breathed so we can depend on the reliability of the message and profit from it. The scripture also gives us the promise of profit. It is profitable to us and serves as our road map from earth to heaven.  So we can know how to be pleasing to God.
B. LUKE 11:28 – BLESSED – Those who hear the word and keep it are blessed.
C. JN. 13:17 – JOY – We have the promise of rejoicing in our hearts when we do what God instructs us to do. I.E. – The Ethiopian Eunuch – ACTS 8:35-39
D. REV. 22:18-19 – SUFFICIENCY – The promise of the sufficiency of the scriptures we do not need to add to or take away from the word of God.

E. PSA. 19:7-11 – SALVATION/REWARD – The word of God is perfectly able to reveal the truth we need to obey so our souls can be saved. I.E. – Timothy – 2 TIM. 3:15
F. JN. 12:48 – JUDGMENT – The words of Jesus are contained for us in the scriptures and we will be judged by those words.

III. ATTITUDES NEEDED TO BENEFIT FROM THE PROMISES?
A. JN. 8:31-32 – If we continue in the word we display the attitude of discipleship.  If we reflect on our life do we really abide in the word or do display a life of inconsistency and hypocrisy.

B. JN. 15:7-8 – Individually is it our desire for his word to abide in us.  Does his word abide in you?

C. LUKE 8:21 – Who did Jesus consider as part of his family? Only those who displayed an attitude of obedience.  Is obedience really important? I.E. - HEB. 5:8-9
D. 1 PET. 1:18-25 – We need to display an attitude that is willing to believe and obey the truth as it is revealed in the gospel. I.E. - ROM. 1:16. The word of the Lord endures forever it is unchangeable but we must be the one who is willing to change and to conform to God’s will.
E. ACTS 2:36-38 – We need the attitude displayed by those gathered on Pentecost at the preaching of the gospel when they were pricked in their heart and cried out, “What shall we do?”  Note what Peter’s response was to their question vs. 38
F. ACTS 2:41 – We must have the attitude of submission toward God. Those who gladly received the word were baptized.  Immersed in water for the remission of their sin. This act takes humility on our part.  Since they gladly received the word the Lord added them (the saved) to his church – ACTS 2:47  The church that belongs to Christ and was purchased with his precious blood – ACTS 20:28
CONCLUSION – 

Are you benefiting from the promises of God?

These promises are exceedingly great and precious so begin taking advantage of them today!

Listen to the advice of the wise man - ECCL 12:13-14 - Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God and keep His commandments, For this is man's all. 14 For God will bring every work into judgment, Including every secret thing, Whether good or evil.  NKJV
