IMPORTANT QUESTIONS

1 PETER 3:15
INTRODUCTION – It is somewhat with our human nature to ask questions.  Peter is teaching Christians that we will be asked questions and that we need to be prepared to give those who ask an answer or a defense from the word of God.  Are we able to do that?  

In this lesson we want to ask the question, “What about those people who have never heard the gospel, will they be lost?”   Can the bible answer difficult questions like the one we have posed? Let’s open our bibles and see what it teaches regarding this important question.

QUESTIONS – 

I. GOD IS FAIR AND JUST – We need to agree that God is a fair and just judge.
A. GEN. 18:25 – Even when God judged Sodom he did what was right.  God always does what is right!!
B. EZK. 18:29-29 – Many would be quick to accuse God of not being fair.  It would not be the first time this accusation has been made against God.
C. ROM. 2:11 – An important attribute of God is that he is not partial (respecter of persons).
D. ROM. 1:20 – Because God is fair and just he has made himself known thru the creation.  I.E. – Look at your watch – It does not take you long to come to the conclusion that someone made that watch.

II. WHY ARE PEOPLE LOST?
A. ROM. 3:23, 6:23 – Sin is the problem and the gospel is the solution.  I.E. – A man is drowning the reason is because he cannot swim and he is in water over his head not because someone is not there to throw him a life jacket.

B. JN. 3:17 – The very purpose that Jesus came to earth was to seek and save the lost.

C. ACTS 3:14-19 – Ignorance did not excuse those who crucified Christ.  They needed to repent and be converted

D. EZK. 3:18, 33:8 – If the wicked is not warned he will still die in his iniquity.  The wicked will surely die in his iniquity.
E. ACTS 8:29-31 - God thru his providence can see the gospel gets to those who are willing to receive it. Ethiopian eunuch and Philip the evangelist and then in Acts 10 with Peter coming to Cornelius and his household.

III. WHAT IS THE DESIRE OF GOD? God wants all men to be saved
A. 1 TIM. 2:3-4 – In order to do so men must come to the knowledge of the truth.

B. 2 PET. 3:9 – The Lord is longsuffering.  He is patient with us because we he desires for us to repent.  God is the creator and does not want to condemn his creation.

C. JN. 3:16 – God loves the world so much he sent his Son so we should not perish.
D. MATT. 28:19-20 – Jesus sent his apostles into all the world to preach the soul saving message of the gospel and make disciples of all nations.
E. COL. 1:23 – The gospel was carried into all the world so somewhere in our past ancestry the truth was proclaimed so we are without excuse.

IV. WHAT ARE THE RAMIFICATIONS?  What if man could be saved without hearing and obeying the gospel?  What are the ramifications?

A. JN. 14:6 – Jesus is a liar because he said he was the way the truth and the life and no one can come to the Father except thru him.

B. MARK 16:15-16 – There is no need to preach the gospel in fact if people can be saved without hearing and obeying it we are doing them a disservice to tell them about Jesus.

C. 2 THESS. 1:6-9 – The Bible is not true and there will be no judgment.
D. EZK. 33:1-11 - 2 lessons to learn from Ezekiel – importance of the watchmen and men cannot be saved by ignorance

E. ACTS 10:6, 22, 32-33 – Why would Cornelius need to hear from Peter if he could have been saved without the gospel?
CONCLUSION – 

The burden is on us to sound the warning.

Salvation is in Christ.

The gospel must be proclaimed.

Are we doing our part?

