A ZEALOUS AND FAITHFUL CHRISTIAN - 4

TITUS 2:11-14 –TEXT

INTRODUCTION – Paul emphasizes to Titus that as a Christian he needs to be zealous of good works, but sometimes we feel as if we are not capable of living a life that pleases God.  In order for us to be faithful and zealous Christians we must take charge of our attitude – JAMES 1:21-25 – Only I can decide to become a doer of the word.  Some will say, “oh I just cannot seem to do what God wants” – PHIL. 4:13 – We need an attitude adjustment.  We need an “I can do” attitude.  We must take action – HEB. 12:1-3 – Usually the reason we are having a problem is that we have not really laid aside the sin, which so easily besets us.  We need to quit sin but never quit obeying the Lord.

Characteristics of a faithful and zealous Christian:

1. RECEIVER OF TRUTH – 

a. Realizes the importance of truth – JN. 8:32
b. Realizes the source of truth – JN. 14:6
c. Realizes the guide for truth – JN. 17:17
d. Realizes the effectualness of truth – 1 THESS. 2:10-13
e. Realizes mans need for truth – 1 TIM. 2:3-4
f. Realizes the need to teach truth – 2 TIM. 2:2
2. REQUESTOR OF WISDOM – 

a. The source of true wisdom - JAMES 1:5 – 

b.  Paul requested it for the brethren at Colosse – COL. 1:9-10
c. Wisdom is something we have access to – COL. 3:16
d. Wisdom is something we can walk in – COL. 4:5
e. Wisdom is reflected by our manner of life – JAMES 3:13-18
f. Who does God recognize as wise – MATT. 7:24-27
3. RESTORER OF RELATIONSHIPS -  

a. Restorer of the fallen – GAL. 6:1-2
b. If your brother has a problem with you – MATT. 5:21-24
c. If you have a problem with your brother – MATT. 18:15
d. How does God view a relationship that is restored – LUKE 15:18-24
e. Value of the soul – JAMES 5:19-20
4. REBUKER OF ERROR – 

a. In order to hold fast to the truth we must sometimes rebuke error - TITUS 1:9-14
b. Paul rebuked the men and the error they taught – 2 TIM. 2:16-18
c. Jesus rebuked the error of the Pharisees and Scribes – MATT. 23:13-17
d. Why be so concerned with error? – 2 PET. 3:14-18 

5. REMINDER OF REPENTANCE – 

a. We need to be reminded that sometimes even thou we are Christians we are not zealous and faithful and we must repent or perish – 

i. REV. 2:4-5 – Have you left your first love for Christ?

ii. REV. 2:12-16 – We must hate doctrine contrary to the word of God.  Do we?

iii. REV. 3:1-3 – Do you have a name that you are alive but are dead?

iv. REV. 3:14-19 – If we are to be zealous we must be willing to repent.

b. We need to give those in sin a reminder to repent also – 

i. ACTS 2:36-41 – We need to give the same reminder those gathered on Pentecost were given by Peter.

ii. ACTS 3:19 – Repent and be converted

CONCLUSION – If we are not the faithful and Zealous Christian we should be let’s not have the sorrow of the world, but the sorrow that leads to salvation – 2 COR. 7:10-11
