IMPORTANT QUESTIONS – 7
INTRODUCTION – We have been discussing some important questions and what the Bible says as it answers these questions. We must remind ourselves and be vigilant to remember that it does not matter what you or I think or feel about this question   What we need to know and understand is what God says about our question in his word. The important question we want to ask today – Why should we study the Bible?  Can we actually understand the bible? It is only thru Bible study that we can come to know the mind of God.

Does God give us the instructions for the best possible life? The purpose of our lesson today is to understand why we should study the bible.    Open your bibles and let’s find God’s answer to this important question!!!

WHY STUDY THE BIBLE?

I. SO WE CAN KNOW THE MIND OF GOD – 

A. 1 COR. 2:9-12, 16 – We could not know the wisdom of God or what is on the mind of God if he did not reveal it to us thru his word.  I.E. – Have you ever asked someone the question, “what is on your mind?” Why do we ask such a question?   Because it is impossible for us to know if someone does not tell us.
B. JER. 10:23 – We study the bible so we will know how God desires for us to direct our steps.  His revelation is for our benefit.

C. PROV. 14:12 – If God left us without divine instructions we would go the wrong way.  A way that leads to death.

D. EPH. 5:17 – Paul commands the Christians at Ephesus to understand the will of the Lord.  How did they gain this understanding?  They had to study.

E. 1 TIM. 4:8 – Knowing the mind of God helps us in the life that now is and in the life to come.  Knowing God’s will is a win-win situation.

II. MISTAKES PEOPLE MAKE WHEN STUDYING THE BIBLE –  
A. MATT. 5:6 – People often make the mistake of not possessing the proper attitude toward God’s word.  Instead of hungering and thirsting after righteousness they have the attitude of take it or leave it.  Check email, twitter, facebook everyday but what about the word of God.

B. EPH. 3:4 – Many have the attitude we cannot understand the Bible so why study it.  Listen to Paul’s instructions to the Christians at Ephesus.
C. 2 TIM. 2:15 – Many people think they can understand the bible with no investment of time.  I.E. – Algebra – to understand we must use time to study

D. COL. 2:14 – Not understanding the divisions of the bible.  All scripture is inspired but all is not binding on us today – I.E. Circumcision 

E. 1 THESS. 2:13 – Not seeing the importance of making the personal application of the word because we view it as the word of men instead of the word of God.

III. THINGS TO REMEMBER WHEN STUDYING THE BIBLE – 

A. 2 TIM. 3:16-17 – Since the bible is inspired it cannot contradict itself.  If you think it does then you have come to the wrong conclusion!
B. 1 COR. 14:33 – Why? Because God is not the author of confusion.

C. I.E. – MATT. 27:5 – Judas went and hanged himself; LUKE 10:37 – “Go and do likewise”: JN. 13:27 – What you do, do quickly.  False conclusion – suicide is approved by God.
D. ACTS 16:31 – People like to take verses like this and say the Bible teaches faith only.  But look further in the very same context ACTS 16:32-34 and he was baptized the same hour of that night.  We must always look at the text and the immediate context to properly understand the scriptures.  We must also look at the context of everything the bible teaches.  Remember it is inspired – I.E. – Noah’s ark
E. JOB 2:9 – It is important to know who is speaking and who they are speaking to. The bible clearly says “Curse Gods and die” If we say that is what it teaches this principle we are not treating the word of God with the proper reverence and respect. We need to know the 5 W’s – Who, what, when, where, and why.
F. ACTS 17:11 – Study with an open mind. The Bereans were commended because they searched and examined the scriptures to find out if what they had been taught was true.

G. JN. 12:48 – Always remember that God‘s word and answers are always the final authority.

H. Other items to consider - Is the language literal or figurative; allow the scripture to interpret itself, use common sense.

.
CONCLUSION – 

Study the bible regularly. You will be blessed!  
PSA. 1:1-3 - Blessed is the man Who walks not in the counsel of the ungodly, Nor stands in the path of sinners, Nor sits in the seat of the scornful; 2 But his delight is in the law of the LORD, And in His law he meditates day and night. 3 He shall be like a tree Planted by the rivers of water, That brings forth its fruit in its season, Whose leaf also shall not wither; And whatever he does shall prosper. 

Do you know what God desires for you?  God desires for all men to be saved

Have you ever given serious consideration and really studied God’s word?

Consider the Bible because it contains the words of eternal life.
