IMPORTANT QUESTIONS – 15
EPHESIANS 5:15-17

INTRODUCTION – Can we understand divine authority?  Is it possible to know and understand the will of God?

EPH. 5:15-17 – Paul clearly tells the brethren at Ephesus we can understand what the will of the Lord is.

JN. 8:31-32 – We can reach an accurate understanding of truth, we can know the truth and continue in it. Knowing truth allows us to recognize false doctrine; we must learn to hate every false way.

COL. 1:9-11 – Walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, we do that by obeying his will and being fruitful in every good work he has authorized us to do – By walking worthily we increase in the knowledge of the Lord.

How and why should we understand divine authority?

HOW? - 2 TIM. 2:15 – This is the key to the answer, God commands us to study, in order to show ourselves approved unto God – This is the key to divine approval

WHY? – That we should be workers, doing that which God approves of, if we are not engaged in this work we should be ashamed.  God says we have the ability to “rightly divide” the word of truth.

In order to understand divine authority we must understand how the Bible patterns are revealed to us 

CAN WE UNDERSTAND DIVINE AUTHORITY?  Yes, but we must understand the Bible establishes authority in three ways.
I. DIRECT COMMAND/STATEMENT/PRECEPT – 
A. MARK 9:25 – A direct command has the authority of deity.
B. JN 15:14 – We can only claim to be friends with Jesus if we obey his commands.

C. 2 THESS. 3:6 – Apostles issued commands in the name of Christ which is the same as saying by his authority.

D. JN. 4:23-24 – Jesus makes a direct statement to the woman at the well which teaches a lesson about the true worshippers.

E. COL. 3:1-2 – The apostle Paul makes a direct statement to us as Christians, “To set our affections on things above.”

II. EXAMPLES – Examples fall into two categories. Those which meet God’s approval and those which do not.
A. GAL. 2:11-13 – This example did not meet with the approval of God.

B. 1 COR. 15:1-13 – The example of sexual immorality in Corinth did not meet with the approval of God or his apostle – Paul.

C. 1 COR. 11:20-22 – The church at Corinth was not partaking of the Lord’s Supper in away which met with the Lord’s approval.  Now we will look at some examples that met with God’s approval.  By this we simply mean examples of the people of God under the guidance of the apostles.  This is sometimes called approved apostolic examples.
D. ACTS 20:17, 28; 1 PET. 5:1-4 – The approved examples show we must have more than one elder to oversee the flock.
E. ACTS 20:7; 1 COR. 16:1-2 – We have two examples which are approved and establish the day of assembly as being the first day of the week and that when we assemble on the first day of the week we have the approved examples of partaking of the Lord’s Supper and making a contribution on that authorized day.

III. NECESSARY INFERENCES- IMPLICATIONS- CONCLUSIONS
A. ACTS 20:7 – How do we determine the frequency of giving and partaking of the Lord’s Supper?  Good question!  We come to a conclusion by necessarily inferring the first day of every week.  You might ask how?
B. EX. 20:8 – Under the Law of Moses the Israelites were instructed to “Remember the Sabbath and keep it holy.”  How often did they keep the Sabbath holy?  As often as it came around which is every week on the 7th day.

C. ACTS 15:1-5 – The question came up about the necessity of the Gentile Christians keeping the Law of Moses specifically in regard to circumcision.   How is this issue settled?   Using all three concepts of establishing divine authority.
a. ACTS 10:28, 34-35, 47 – Peter concluded that God made no distinction between Jews and Gentiles.   How did he do this?   From the things which occurred.

b. ACTS 15:7-9 – God showed his approval of the Gentiles by giving them the Holy Spirit just as he did to the apostles. ACTS 15:12 - The Gentiles are shown to be approved by God since he allowed Barnabas and Paul to work miracles among them.  These examples showed that God had accepted the Gentiles w/o obedience to the Law of Moses.

c. ACTS 15:15-17 – James cites the words of the prophet.  God did not tell the Gentiles to keep the Law of Moses – ACTS 15:24-29.  The problem in regard to this question was solved by using God’s divine authority to understand his will.
CONCLUSION – 

Can we understand divine authority? YES!!!

We must use the same method to determine what God really wants us to do.

Our plea is for unity but it must be based on the patterns revealed in the word of God.

