IMPORTANT QUESTIONS

AIDS AND ADDITIONS

REV. 22:17-19

INTRODUCTION – – In our study of authority so far we are asking some important questions in regard to authority and how it is established. As a matter of review let’s remember that God’s authority is established in three ways – Command, Example, Necessary Inference – CEI

In our last study we established there are two kinds of Authority – Generic and Specific. I.E. - MARK 16:16 -  Go – generic and preach the gospel specific – How public- private.

An understanding of authority is essential, and can only take place if we are good Bible students – 2 TIM. 2:15 – Study – Let’s study God’s word and find out what he says on these matters.  The purpose of our lesson today is to come to an understanding of the difference between aids and additions when it comes to authority.
Yet as we investigate the issue of the authority of God’s word, we sometimes hear some unusual questions. Where do you get authority for pews, song books, lights or a projector?  These are questions that are often raised after we teach on the need for Bible authority.  How do we answer these questions?  Is our practice wrong?  If it is we must be honest and change so we can be pleasing to God.  

While these are good questions and reasonable questions they are often stated in such a way as not to be a question at all!  It is rather a statement against authority, meaning since we have no authority for lights, pews, song books or a projector and it is obvious, to these people that we do many things without authority, therefore we do not need authority. 

Such a view can not be right – COL. 3:17 – “Whatsoever you do…” It is an unscriptural concept to act w/o authority.  If we have no authority for lights, then we must not use them.
How are the things mentioned in these questions to be authorized?

1) To understand this we must study something called an “expedient”

2) This is not a difficult matter.  It is no more difficult than the study of “generic and specific authority”  We showed that matter to be so simple that a 6year old can understand. I.E. – Children open your coloring book and color me a picture – generic.   Brady open your coloring and color me the picture on page one.  Grass – green; sky-blue; sun-red.

3) We will see that expedients (aids) help us in carrying out what God has authorized.

Definition -   Aids – Do not alter or change God’s command because they fall within the same class or kind of the things commanded.  These are authorized (made permissible) though not specifically commanded.  Aids help execute what is authorized. 
Definition – Additions – To make a change in that which is commanded, they fall within a different class or kind of that which is commanded.  These are wrong even though they are not specifically condemned -  2 JN. vs 9
Many human innovations have been brought into the church because brethren did not understand or else just plain ignored the Bible teaching on aids /expediencies.
Rules for determining if a thing is expedient, and the nature of expedients.  It can generally be said that an expedient is an aid.  In fact “aid is a better word to use because it is more understandable.

1) It must not be specified, because what is specified is law, an example

a. GEN. 6:14 - Gopher wood was  not an aid in building the ark because it was specified by command. Therefore gopher wood was law to Noah.  The choice of the tree to cut and which piece of log to use were Noah’s decisions as long as they were from gopher wood. Noah did all God commanded him to do.

b. GEN. 6:22 – HEB. 11:7 - Noah did all God commanded him to do.

2) Remember that specific authority leaves no choice, an expedient aids me in carrying out what God has directed me to do.  
a. GEN. 6:14 - An illustration will help.  Noah was told to build the ark – tools were aids to build.  He had to cut the trees and cut the timber into various lengths.  This could not be done without expedients -aids
3) There has to be some means of doing the thing that is authorized – 

a. MARK 16:15 - If expedients were not allowed, then a command like “go” could  never be obeyed.  Go- preach

b. Tell me how you go without using an aid or expedient in going- walk 

Run, crawl, ride, or sail all aid in doing what Jesus commanded.

c. Illustration: Preach – using a microphone so people can hear is an expedient. Writing on a chalk board or on an overhead projector – Can      anyone do it without an Aid?  NO!!!!  You need a piece of chalk or pen or power point presentation. These are also expedients to the command to preach.
4) For a thing to be expedient it must be lawful – Robbing a bank is an effective way to raise money it is just unlawful.
a. 2 CHRON. 26:16-19 – I.E. - Just as in the case of King Uzziah offering incense was not expedient for the king because it was not lawful for him to perform this activity. It was an addition because the only way God accepted this burnt incense as an offering was when it was burnt by his ordained priests as that is what he had specified in his law.
b. EPH. 5:19 - Instrumental music is not an expedient or an aid because it is not law. It is lawful – “Sing and make melody in your heart” – Singing is the kind of music specified hence it is the law – remember specific authority leaves man with no choice.  It is not an aid it is an addition

c. 1 COR. 6:12-13 – Paul was not making a blanket affirmation that

everything is lawful but rather that only the things that are lawful can be expedient, but even some things that are lawful are not expedient.

Therefore to prove anything is expedient, it must first be proven to be lawful. I.E. Dr. Pepper – Honey Bun – Are not lawful thus they cannot be expedients in the Lord’s Supper.  Since unleavened bread and fruit of the vine are specified
5) An expedient must edify.

a. 1 COR. 10:23 - Instrumental music is not an expedient kind of music for worship because it has divided and weakened the church.
6) It must not offend a brother.

a. 1 COR. 10:31-33; 1 COR. 8:7-13– We do not want to cause a brother to violate his conscience.
7) It must not add to, substitute for, or change what God has commanded – 

a. LEV. 10:1-2 – They substituted and it was not acceptable to God

b. Their strange fire was not an aid , but an addition.
CHART TO HELP US DISTINGUISH BETWEEN AIDS AND ADDITIONS:
MARK 16:15-16 – Preach  what – the gospel, who – disciples, organization – church  Aid –  pulpit, private or public classes, projector, radio, T.V., internet 

Addition – Another gospel, traditions of men, philosophies, creeds, Missionary societies, colleges
HEB. 10:25 – Assemble  - Gather to worship - spiritual purpose

Aid – Building, meeting place, pews, lights, heat, air,  etc.  

Addition – Gym - recreational, fellowship hall - social

EPH. 5:19 – Sing  

Aid – Song leader, song books, sit, stand, number of songs, 4 part harmony 

Addition – Playing a mechanical instrument, choir

ACTS  20:7 – Communion / time / Luke 22:1, 18 - elements – Communion 

Aid – Containers, size of loaf, hour of day, place 

Addition – Cokes, chips, Thursday, Saturday, quarterly

 1 COR. 16:1-2 – Collection 

Aid – Basket, plate, account 

Addition – Bingo, bazaar, garage/ bake sale, beg for public donations

ROM. 6:1-6 – Baptize – to immerse or bury a penitent believer for forgiveness of sins Aid – Garments, pool, river, bay, cold, hot, salt or fresh/ 

Addition – Sprinkle or pour

1 PET. 5:1-5 – Elders jurisdiction – Oversight  local church 

Aid – business meetings, teachers meetings, teacher/preacher training class, visitation program 

Additions – Councils, conventions, any institution not bought with the blood of Christ.

CONCLUSION – When using an aid or expedient, when finished, you have never done anything more than what God has commanded, but an addition does not help you do what God commanded it rather adds to or substitutes for or takes away from what God commanded.- REV. 22:17-19 - All religious division springs from improper attitude toward scriptural authority: 1.) Either how to establish it; 2.)Or how to respect it.
This being the case, we can never have unity until we all agree to be guided by the authority of the scriptures:

Unity in ; Speech – 1 PET. 4:11; Mind – PHIL. 2:5; Judgment – 1 COR. 1:10 – Our judgment should be to follow Christ.  Will you follow him today?
