EXHORTATIONS – 6

MATT. 5:8
INTRODUCTION - The word of God contains many exhortations but none are more important than the one we will examine in our study today – the exhortation to be pure in heart. Purity in our life is very important and that begins with our heart which is in reality our mind. 

We are warned “to guard our heart with all diligence for out of it are the issues of life” – PROV. 3:23 – with this thought of the wise man in mind want to examine the exhortations given to us by God in his word concerning the importance of a pure heart.

EXHORTATIONS – PURITY OF HEART:
I. HOW DO WE ATTAIN A PURE HEART? We can only attain a pure heart if we are willing to have the proper attitude toward the word of God
A. PSA. 12:6 – The instructions of the Lord are pure. The only way to have a pure heart and mind is to give it the proper input.

B. PSA. 19:8 – The commandments of the Lord are pure.  These instructions from god are here for our benefit.

C. PSA. 119:140-142 – The pure heart will have the proper love and respect for God’s word.

D. PHIL. 4:8 – Paul exhorts the brethren at Philippi to have pure thoughts because a pure mind equals a pure heart.

E. 1 PET. 1:22 – Our hearts can only be purified when we have obeyed the truth.

II. HOW DO WE KNOW IF WE HAVE A PURE HEART?
A. 2 CHRON. 19:3 – We can understand the condition of our heart by what we choose to seek. If our heart is pure we will seek God. Remember the teaching of Jesus when he said, “Seek ye first the kingdom of God and his righteousness”
B. PSA. 112:1, 7 – Where is our trust? In our jobs, our career, in our position of power in society, in our wealth. The pure in heart are steadfast because their trust is in the Lord.  Where we find our trust that is where our heart will be!

C. LUKE 8:15 – If we receive the seed (word of God) in our heart and lives and it begins to bear fruit. Do I bear any fruit for the Lord? Why? The answer could be that our heart is not pure.

D. PSA. 119:11 – A pure heart will treasure up the word of God. It will be hidden in our heart so we can meditate on it daily and no one can take it from us.

E. ROM. 6:17 – You cannot possibly have a pure heart if it refuses to obey the doctrine of Christ. 
III. WE CANNOT HIDE THE CONDITION OF OUR HEART – From God
A. PSA. 44:21 – The psalmist declares that God knows the secrets of my heart as well as yours.

B. JER. 20:12 – The prophet declares God knows our hearts and mind.

C. 1 SAM. 16:7 – Why did God choose David? He knew the type of heart that David possessed.

D. ACTS 5:1-5 – God also knew the hearts of Ananais and Sapphira! We cannot fool God.

E. HEB. 4:12-13 – Nothing is hidden from the sight of God even the inner most thoughts of our heart.

IV. THINGS WE MUST DO – Since all this is true then what must we do?
A. 1 SAM. 7:3 – We must prepare our hearts to serve God.

B. PROV. 23:26 – We must be willing to give our hearts (mind) to God.

C. PROV. 23:19 – We must guide our hearts in the way of God. This is our choice – JN. 14:6 – Jesus said, “I am the way the truth, and the life”
D. ROM. 10:9-10 – We must believe in our hearts

E. JAMES 4:8 – We must purify our hearts so we can draw near to God.

CONCLUSION – 

God is emphasizing the importance of pure hearts.

What is the condition of your heart?

Do you love God with all your heart? MATT. 22:37
