IMPORTANT QUESTIONS – 18 

WHAT IS THE AUTHORIZED WORK OF THE LORD’S CHURCH?

COL. 3:17 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION - The last few weeks we have been studying about authority, who has it, do we need it, how the Bible teaches by way of command, example, and necessary inference.  We also discussed the 2 kinds of authority generic and specific, as well as the topic of aids and additions.

The fact of the matter is that we can only use Christ and his authoritative words as our source of authority. COL. 3:17
In this study we want to search the scriptures, ACTS 17:11 – And be noble minded enough to apply what they teach us concerning the work of the church.

The purpose of this lesson is for us to come to an understanding of what is the authorized work of the Lord’s church.

WORK OF THE CHURCH – DIVIDED INTO 3 FIELDS

1) Evangelism – The proclaiming of the gospel – MATT. 28: 18-20; MK 16:15-16

2) Edification – The building up of the body of Christ – EPH. 4:11-12

3) Benevolence – Taking care of needy saints (Christians) – 2 COR. 8:1-4

AUTHORIZED WORK OF THE CHURCH:

I. EVANGELISM – The proclaiming of the good news. This is the most important work of the church from the standpoint if there is no evangelism there will be no Christians to edify or help in a benevolent manner.

A. Why Preach?

1. ROM. 3:23 – All have sinned

2. ISA. 59:1-2 – Sin separates us from God

3. EPH. 2:12 - Sin leaves us with no hope.

4. ROM. 1:16 – Man can only come into a covenant relationship with God thru obedience to the gospel

5. ROM. 10:13-15 – Men must be sent in order for the souls saving message of the gospel to be proclaimed.

6. 1 TIM. 3:15 – Since the church is said to be the pillar and ground of the truth, it is explicitly the mission of the church to uphold and put forth the word of truth thru evangelism

B. How does the church carry out its mission in the realm of evangelism?  Look and see how the church in the first century accomplished this objective.

1. PHIL. 1:3-5 – The brethren at Philippi shared in helping Paul preach the gospel.

2. PHIL. 2:25, 4:18 – How was this support sent to Paul.  Epaphhroditus was the one who brought the means whereby they were supporting Paul and having fellowship in his ministry.  
3. PHIL. 4:14-16 – We have an approved example of one church sending support to an evangelist in another location.  The Philippians did this while Paul was in Thessalonica.  This is authority for a congregation to send support to an evangelist in the field.   
4. ACTS 13:1-3 – This shows the church at Antioch sent out Barnabas and Saul.  One church may send support to more than one man in the field spreading the gospel.  We follow that example at Mary Esther as we send support to four other men who preach the word in different locations – Bob Dodson – Hemet, CA.; Philip North – Branson, MI.; Wylie Adams – Centerville, GA.; Bill Simmons – Madison, FL

5. 2 COR. 11:8-9 – An evangelist may receive support from more than one congregation while he is in the field.  Paul took support from other churches so he could work with the church at Corinth.  These churches sent their support directly to the apostle Paul.  There was no middleman involved such as a missionary society or a sponsoring church.  The bible only authorizes the church to send directly to the man in the field.  Will God allow a substitute?  Did he allow it for Nadab and Abihu? LEV. 10:1-2; Did he allow it for the ark of the covenant when it was moved on a cart? 2 SAM. 6:7
6. ACTS 8:4-5 – There is also an individual responsibility to proclaim the gospel. GAL. 6:6
II. EDIFICATION – The purpose of the church is not only to save the lost by the spreading of the good news, but once people are converted to strive to build them up into solid mature Christians.
A. EPH. 4:11-16 – The building up of Christians is the work of the church also.  We should not remain children spiritually speaking we should grow up.

B. HEB. 3:12-14 – Why is this growth so important?  If we do not grow we will begin to drift and eventually we will depart and fall away.
C. ACTS 20:28-32 – Elders play a key role in this responsibility toward the flock. They are to make sure the word of God which is able to save our souls and build us up spiritually is being taught. They are responsible for the teaching program. We are to follow the elders as long as they follow Christ and his word of truth.

D. 1 PET. 5:2 – The oversight of elders is limited.  They are to tend the flock of God that is among them.   There is no authority for elders assuming the oversight of any other flocks other than the one among them.

E. 2 TIM. 2:2 – There is also an individual responsibility to teach others to become faithful men who will in turn teach others.  Never ending cycle of teaching, obeying, and training.

III. BENEVOLENCE – Another area in which the church has responsibility is that of helping needy saints.
A. ACTS 4:32-35 – The church took care of its own.  The believers had all things in common.

B. ACTS 6:1-3 - When the widows were being neglected the church took care of its own.

C. ROM. 15:25-26 – Other churches helped the poor saints in Jerusalem.  The approved example and pattern was that the churches sent to the elders and they made distribution for they would know the individual needs of the flock of God among them.

D. 2 COR. 9:1, 12 – The only approved examples are of the church helping needy saints.  Note – The receiving church was always in need, but the need was caused by something beyond their control.  Not some manufactured need caused by man or some man made program.   Once the need is met there is no continued distribution of benevolent funds.
E. 1 TIM. 5:9, 16 – The church is limited in its benevolence.  Certain restrictions are in place.

F. 2 THESS. 3:10 – If any will not work neither let him eat.  He may be a needy saint but if he is too lazy to work we do not have authority to help him.
G. JAMES 1:26-27 – There is also an individual responsibility in helping the needy.

H. GAL. 6:10 – As individuals striving to faithfully serve God we should do good to all men, but the church is to simply help needy saints.  That is the Bible pattern

CONCLUSION – 

God’s authorized will for the work of the church is plain and simple.

Evangelism – Edification – Limited Benevolence.

The wisdom of God produced this plan!!!

Are we willing to follow it?
