EXHORTATIONS – 8 – PURSUE WHAT IS GOOD

1 THESSALONIANS 5:15

INTRODUCTION – We are currently studying a series of lessons on exhortations. This morning in our lesson we examined the exhortation from God in regard to pursuing what is good.

Remember our definition of the word exhort - we defined this word - as to call to one’s side, to entreat, to beseech, to urge, to propel, to urge forward, to urge one to pursue some course of conduct, to advise, to warn, and to encourage.  

The purpose of our lesson today is to examine three exhortations that God’s word says we must pursue. Hopefully we will have good and honest hearts that will heed these words of exhortation as we study from the scriptures.

EXHORTATION TO PURSUE – There are many things people decide to pursue in this life – fame, fortune, power, position, prestige. God warns us in his word about these worldly pursuits – EZK. 33:31. 

But what does God want us as his children to pursue?
I. PURSUE PEACE – 

A. PSA. 34:14 – The psalmist says we need to depart from evil and do good and then he instructs us that one of the good things we should do is to seek peace. As we look at the situations in the world today does peace just happen or do people have to be willing to work to obtain peace?  It takes effort and so it is spiritually speaking if we desire to be at peace with God then we must seek peace on his terms and conditions.
B. ROM. 14:19 – Paul instructs Christians at Rome why they should seek peace, because the things that makes for peace also edifies or builds up.

C. HEB. 12:14 – The Hebrew writer says we should seek peace with all people. Why? If we do not seek peace we cannot be holy and if we are not holy we will not see the Lord.

D. 1 PETER 3:11 – The apostle Peter tells us how to seek peace -  we must be willing to turn away from evil.
E. ISA. 26:3 – The prophet tells us how to obtain peace in our life.  We must have our mind on the things of God not in the gutter. We can have perfect peace if we keep our trust God.

F. ROM. 8:6 – Paul told the Christians at Rome if they desired to have peace then they must be spiritually minded. The same is true with us today!

G. 1 PET. 5:14 – To have peace we must be in Christ. Many today pursue peace and they will not find it because they are willing to be in Christ. 

II. PURSUE RIGHTEOUSNESS – 

A. 1 TIM. 6:11 – Paul gives Timothy a list of things to pursue and look what heads the list – righteousness. As Christians are we pursuing righteousness?
B. PSA. 11:7 – The psalmist gives us several reasons why we should pursue righteousness. First because the Lord loves righteousness.

C. PSA. 15:1-2 – The Lord loves those who walk uprightly and work righteousness. How does the Lord view our walk?

D. PSA. 119:172 – The psalmist instructs us as to how we pursue righteousness – by upholding the commandments of God.

E. MATT. 6:33 – Listen to the exhortation of Jesus for us to seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness.

F. 1 PET. 2:24 – Our life should be dedicated to living for righteousness. Do we live for righteousness or do we live for self?

G. ACTS 10:35 – Example of one who is accepted by God -  they must fear God and work righteousness.

III. PURSUE KNOWLEDGE – 

A. COL. 1:10 – We need to increase our knowledge of the word of God. Why? So we can walk worthy of the lord, so we can please him, and so we can be fruitful in every good work.

B. 1 TIM. 2:4 – Paul instructs Timothy why we should pursue knowledge so we can be saved.  It is only by coming to a knowledge of the truth that we can be saved.

C. 2 PET. 1:5 – The apostle Peter says knowledge is something we must add to our faith.  It is not an option!
D. 2 PET. 3:18 – We are commanded to grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and savior Jesus Christ.

E. HOSEA 4:6 – We need to remember the words of the prophet when he stated that the people of God were destroyed for lack of knowledge. HOSEA 6:3
F. PROV. 1:7 – The wise man exhorts us to reverence and respect God and states that is the beginning of knowledge.

CONCLUSION – 
What are you pursuing in your life? Only you can answer this question

Will you heed the exhortations from God?

Pursue peace – righteousness – knowledge!

Do you know what you need to do to become a Christian?
