EXHORTATIONS – 9 – WORKER FOR THE LORD

PROVERBS 16:3

INTRODUCTION – We are currently studying a series of lessons on exhortations. This morning in our lesson we will examine the exhortation from God’s word in regard to works, working and being a worker.

Remember our definition of the word exhort - we defined this word - as to call to one’s side, to entreat, to beseech, to urge, to propel, to urge forward, to urge one to pursue some course of conduct, to advise, to warn, and to encourage.  

Listen to the command given to Israel – DEUT. 13:4
Listen to the truth Jesus understood and practiced in his life – MATT. 4:10 

The purpose of our lesson today is to examine what God’s word says about this subject of being a worker. We are exhorted to be workers for the Lord – to serve him which means to work or to work for hire as a servant to a master. 

Hopefully we will have good and honest hearts that will heed these words of exhortation as we study from the scriptures.

EXHORTATIONS TO WORK – 

I. GOD EXPECTS US TO WORK – 

A. JN. 9:4 – Jesus understood the principle of work (I must work) and that it was a necessity to accomplish the will of God. He also understood he was limited by time to do his work (while it is day).
B. 2 TIM. 2:15 – What did Paul by inspiration urge Timothy to do? To be diligent to show himself approved a workman ( a worker, a laborer).

C. 1 COR. 15:58 – Paul instructs Christians at Corinth to always be abounding in the work of the Lord. Working is a habit and we either do it or we neglect it Paul wanted the Christians at Corinth to form the habit of continually and consistently being engaged in works. Is God getting what he expects from us as a worker? Or do we short change God in our lives?

D. JAMES 1:25 – How do we know? How do we evaluate our work? Are you a doer of the work? Not a spectator but a doer of the work. Only the doer of the work will be blessed!!!

E. 1 THESS. 1:2-3 – Paul was able to give thanks for his brethren in Thessalonica. Why? Because of their work of faith, labor of love and patience of hope.

F. HEB. 6:10-12 – No retirement from working for the Lord, God expects us to keep working to the end.
II. ARE WE WORKING?
A. MATT. 5:16 – What type of example am I to others? When someone looks at me do they see any good works at all? What type of example am I to my family? What type of example am I to my brethren? What type of example am I to those at my job?

B. PSA. 15:1-2 – To whom does God give approval? To the ones who work righteousness? What do we work in our lives?

C. EPH. 2:10 – Paul instructs the brethren at Ephesus and we need to understand also the very purpose for us being in Christ.

D. TITUS 1:16 – Are we like those whom Paul spoke to Titus about. They profess to know God but in their works they deny him! 

E. REV. 2:1-2 – We must always remember that God knows all our works and we cannot fool God as to the life we live. God is all seeing and all knowing.

F. EPH. 4:16 – God knows if I am pulling my weight and doing my share.

III. WHY SHOULD WE WORK?
A. ECCL. 3:20 – Because we will all one day face death.

B. 2 COR. 5:10 – After death we will face judgment.

C. JN. 5:28-29 – Those who have done good will go to the resurrection of life and those who have done evil to the resurrection of condemnation.
D. MATT. 16:27 – How are good and evil determined? It will be according to our works. 

E. ECCL. 12:13-14 – The wise man confirms this to be true!

F. REV. 14:13, 22:12-14 – We are blessed if we die being a worker for the Lord because our reward will be according to our works.

CONCLUSION – 

God expects us to work!

Are you a worker for the Lord?

Look at God’s benefit package – rewards.

