IMPORTANT QUESTIONS - 21

MATTHEW 16:23-24 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – We have been discussing some important questions and what the Bible says as it answers these questions. We must remind ourselves and be vigilant to remember that it does not matter what you or I think or feel about these questions.   What we need to know and understand is what God says about our question in his word.

We all understand the concept of commitment in our lives. We understand the importance of commitment in our marriage to our mate and to our family, we understand the importance of commitment in regard to our job that allows us to provide for our family, we understand the importance of commitment in regard to school and obtaining an education. The question we want to consider today,  “Is commitment important?” specifically in regard to our spiritual life and our relationship with Christ and his church.
Commitment – to entrust, to commit, the act of pledging, obligating and engaging oneself for a distinctive purpose.

What we need to know and understand is what God says about our question in his word. The important question we want to ask today – Is commitment important?
MATT. 16:23-24 - But He turned and said to Peter, "Get behind Me, Satan! You are an offense to Me, for you are not mindful of the things of God, but the things of men." 

24 Then Jesus said to His disciples, "If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me. 

As is stated in our text Jesus makes it clear we cannot be a disciple without commitment we have to be obligated to the things of God not men.
The purpose of our lesson today is to understand what the bible teaches about the importance of commitment. Open your bibles and let’s find God’s answer to this important question!!!

IS COMMITMENT IMPORTANT?

I. WHAT DOES GOD’S WORD TEACH?
A. MATT. 22:34-40 – Our greatest commitment must be to God.  The type of love Jesus describes for us here requires a great commitment to the principles taught in the word of God.

B. MATT. 10:37-39 – Even though as previously stated we understand our commitment in areas such as marriage, family, job etc. none of these are to have precedence over our commitment to God.  We must ask ourselves the soul searching question where does our commitment lie?

C. COL. 3:1-2 – Paul desired for the Christians at Colossae to understand the great challenges we face in regard to commitment and staying focused.   If we are not careful we allow our school, work and recreation to become our primary focus in life even thought these things in and of themselves are not bad but are good.   All the devil wants us to do is to become son concerned with these things that we forget to remember our commitment to the Lord.
D. MATT. 6:31-34 – Commitment is difficult for us because it requires trust in the Lord and allowing him to reign and rule in our lives.  When we trust God to this point then we are seeking first the kingdom of God.

E. MATT. 16:24 – To place trust in another (Jesus) we must deny self.   Because this denial takes humility on our part it is very difficult to totally submit to God and be committed to his ways and his thoughts.

F. PHIL. 3:18-19 – What happens without commitment?  Destruction, why? Their commitment was to earthly things.

II. EXAMPLES – 

A. PHIL. 2:5-11 – Christ does not ask us to do anything he was not willing to do himself.  Christ is the greatest example of commitment.  In order to do the will of God he had to humble himself.

B. 2 COR. 8:9 – Sacrifice is always tied to commitment – I.E. - Jesus

C. 1 THESS. 1:6-10 – The commitment of the brethren at Thessalonica was acknowledged by Paul.   What do people see when they look at us individually?   What do they see when they look at us collectively?

D. 2 COR. 11:23-28 – Example of Paul. There is always a cost that goes hand in hand with commitment.
E. 2 COR. 4:8-10 – It was the commitment of Paul that saw him thru the difficult times.   When we face difficult times in our lives we will only survive if we have commitment to the Lord.   It is that commitment that does not allow us to give up or give in.

F. GAL. 2:20 – Paul understood commitment meant to live for Christ - I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me. 
III. COMMITMENT ESSENTIALS – 
A. PROV. 3:5 – Trust – In order for commitment to work in any relationship there must be trust.   Trust is essential in our commitment to the Lord.  Trust the Lord, trust his word not our own understanding.
B. MAL. 1:6-8, 13-14 – Give our best - A willingness to give God our very best – inferior service to God is an insult to him.  Don’t we sometimes save our best service for our job, our boss, our company, our school, our team or whatever activity in which we are involved?  We are content to give God the leftovers.

C. 2 SAM. 24:24- Sacrifice - Are we willing to pay the price? A willingness to sacrifice, notice David’s response, I will not offer unto the Lord that which cost me nothing.  God did not promise us a free ride.  Our commitment will afford us the opportunity to make sacrifices for God.

D. ROM. 8:18 – Understanding – We must understand that everything we suffer in this life will be well worth it.  We must take the long range view and not forget about eternity. The suffering cannot compare to the glory that will be revealed.

E. LUKE 9:57-62 – Eliminate excuses – Do not look back.
CONCLUSION – Is commitment important?  Obviously yes it is. Are you committed to Jesus? Do you lack some things essential to commitment?
