IMPORTANT QUESTIONS – 22

LUKE 17:11-17 – TEXT
INTRODUCTION – Having the attitude of gratitude or being thankful is something we must work on it does not just come naturally.   As you look at our society day by day and those you come in contact with are they people who are thankful or do they just murmur and complain about all their problems.  

More importantly do we as Christians display an attitude of being thankful or do we fall into the trap of always looking at the negative side of an issue? NUM. 14:1-3 – God’s people Israel showed no appreciation at all for what God had done for them.  They were not thankful.   Look at our text - LUKE 17:11-17 - Now it happened as He went to Jerusalem that He passed through the midst of Samaria and Galilee. 12 Then as He entered a certain village, there met Him ten men who were lepers, who stood afar off. 13 And they lifted up their voices and said, "Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!" 14 So when He saw them, He said to them, "Go, show yourselves to the priests." And so it was that as they went, they were cleansed. 15 And one of them, when he saw that he was healed, returned, and with a loud voice glorified God, 16 and fell down on his face at His feet, giving Him thanks. And he was a Samaritan. 17 So Jesus answered and said, "Were there not ten cleansed? But where are the nine?
We must learn the lesson taught by Jesus.  There were 10 lepers who were cleansed but how many took the time to express thanks to Jesus – only one!
The important question we want to consider in our lesson today is should we be thankful? The purpose of our lesson today is to understand what the bible teaches about the importance of being thankful. So open your bibles and let’s find God’s answer to this important question!!!

SHOULD WE BE THANKFUL?

I. TO WHOM?  GOD
A. 1 CHRON. 16:7-8, 34 – David a man after God’s own heart recognized the need to be thankful toward God for his bountiful goodness.  Why should we be thankful?  Because of the goodness and mercy of God

B. PSA. 75:1 – The psalms are full of giving thanks to God.  Why? They recognized that God and God alone was the source of all their blessings.

C. PSA. 100:3-5 – A psalm of thanksgiving recognizing god as the Creator.  The only one truly worthy of thanksgiving.  His mercy endures forever!!
D. PSA. 140:13 – Notice who gives thanks to God – the righteous.  Do we claim to be the righteous people of God?   Do we give thanks to him?

E. DAN. 6:10 – Example of Daniel – It was the custom of Daniel to kneel on his knees three times a day to pray and give thanks to God.  Where was Daniel? A great lesson to be learned by the example of Daniel even though he was still in Babylonian captivity. He did not dwell on the negative but was thankful to God.

II. HOW DO WE EXPRESS IT?
A. PSA. 30:4 – When we sing we are also giving thanks as we praise God for his goodness and mercy toward us as his people.
B. PSA. 92:1 – It is a good thing to sing praise and give thanks to the Lord.

C. EPH. 5:18-20 – When we were singing today were we truly giving thanks to God for all things he has provided? We need to realize the importance of being thankful as we praise god in song.   It is a vital part of our worship!!!
D. HEB. 13:15 – Whether by singing or praying we must give thanks to God.
E. PHIL. 4:6 – What is the cure for the sin of worrying? People who worry accomplish nothing, but people who pray with thanksgiving obtain peace.

F. 1 THESS. 5:16-18 – We need to be thankful for everything.  We sing the song “Count Your Many Blessings.”  When is the last time you did this?   Your list might be longer than you think.

III. WHY SHOULD I BE THANKFUL?  For What?
A. EPH. 1:16 – We have the example of Paul being thankful for his brethren.   Are we thankful for our brothers and sisters in Christ?
B. COL. 1:3 – Do we express our thanks for our brethren by praying for them?

C. 1 THESS. 1:2-3 – Are we thankful for what each of our brethren can do in service to the Lord?
D. 1 COR. 15:57 – We need to be thankful for the victory provided to us in Christ. 

E. 2 COR. 2:14 – In Christ we are able to triumph over sin.

F. COL. 1:12-14 – We are to give thanks because we have been delivered from darkness into light and we have the forgiveness of our sins.

G. COL. 3:15 – We are to be thankful for being at peace with God in his one body the church.

CONCLUSION – 

Am I thankful to God?

Do I express my thanks?
There is much for which we should be thankful.

