EXHORTATIONS – 11 – RICHES - WEALTH

PSALM 49:6-7
INTRODUCTION – We are currently studying a series of lessons on exhortations. Today in our lesson we will examine the exhortations from God’s word concerning riches.

Remember our definition of the word exhort - we defined this word - as to call to one’s side, to entreat, to beseech, to urge, to propel, to urge forward, to urge one to pursue some course of conduct, to advise, to warn, and to encourage.

We are going to examine God’s word in our study and see what it says about this important subject.

EXHORTATIONS – RICHES
I. TRUE RICHES – What are true riches and where do they come from?
A. PROV. 10:22 – True riches only come from God!

B. PSA. 112:1-3 – The psalmist states that true riches come to those who fear the Lord and keep his commandments.

C. MATT. 6:19-21 – True riches are eternal not temporal.

D. LUKE 16:10-13 – Jesus teaches we need to commit our trust to these true riches.

E. REV. 2:9 – We can be poor in the eyes of the world and be rich in the sight of God.

F. JAMES 2:5 – James instructs us to choose to be rich in faith.  Do we heed his words of wisdom?

G. 2 COR. 6:10 – In his ministry Paul was as a poor man, yet he was able to make many rich. How did this take place? He taught them the gospel!

II. WARNINGS – Let’s look at some warnings from the scriptures about riches.
A. DEUT. 8:17 – The scriptures warn us to not allow riches to cause us to forget about God.

B. PROV. 28:6 – Warning about gaining riches deceitfully. Profiting from dishonesty.

C. PROV. 11:28 – The wise man warns us to not place our trust in riches.
D. 1 TIM. 6:17 – Paul explains to Timothy why he should not trust in riches but place his trust in God.

E. PROV. 11:4 – The scriptures are plain that riches and wealth are not eternal only temporary.

F. REV. 3:17 – We need to be honest in our self evaluation and examination.

III. RESPONSIBILITIES – What responsibilities do we have in regard to our wealth?
A. 1 TIM. 6:6-10 – To learn to be content with what we have whether it is a little or a lot.

B. HEB. 13:5 – To be aware of the fact that covetousness stands in direct contrast to being content and that God will not leave us or forsake us.

C. 1 TIM. 6:17-19 – To understand that we are responsible to do good works with our riches.

D. PROV. 22:1-2 – We are responsible to have a good name – hard worker, diligent, honest, integrity etc.
E. LUKE 12:13-21 – The rich man did not fulfill his responsibility in regard to his riches and so he was rejected by God. How do we view and handle the riches we have been blessed with in this life? We need to understand it will make a difference in eternity.

CONCLUSION – 

Do you seek after true riches?

Do you heed the warnings given to us by God?

Are you being responsible? We will be held accountable!

