IMPORTANT QUESTIONS - 24

HEBREWS 12:14-15 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – We have been discussing some important questions and what the Bible says as it answers these questions. We must remind ourselves and be vigilant to remember that it does not matter what you or I think or feel about these questions.   What we need to know and understand is what God says about our question in his word.

We all understand the importance of wanting to love and be loved.   The Bible teaches us the importance of brotherly love.  We should always seek to be at peace if it is at all possible – HEB. 12:14-15 - “Pursue peace with all people, and holiness, without which no one will see the Lord: 15 looking diligently lest anyone fall short of the grace of God; lest any root of bitterness springing up cause trouble, and by this many become defiled”  The scriptures make it very clear to us that we should always check bitterness at the root
The important question we want to ask today is – Do we love our brother? We are commanded to do so!  Do we express brotherly love?
HEB. 13:1-2 - “Let brotherly love continue. 2 Do not forget to entertain strangers, for by so doing some have unwittingly entertained angels.”
Why is this so important? It is important because a failure to express brotherly love may cause great damage to the Lord’s church.   That is why Peter exhorts us – 1 PET. 3:8-9 - “Finally, all of you be of one mind, having compassion for one another; love as brothers, be tenderhearted, be courteous; 9 not returning evil for evil or reviling for reviling, but on the contrary blessing, knowing that you were called to this, that you may inherit a blessing.”
We should go to great lengths to not offend a brother.  We must be careful that our differing personalities and opinions do not cause great damage to the Lord’s church.   It is sad to say but at times this has happened even to the point of splitting local churches over nothing more than brethren failing to express the proper brotherly love for one another - PROV. 18:19 - “A brother offended is harder to win than a strong city, And contentions are like the bars of a castle.”
The purpose of our lesson today is to understand what the bible teaches about brotherly love and how we go about displaying it in our lives. 
DO WE EXPRESS BROTHERLY LOVE?
I. EXAMPLES – 

A. GEN. 4:3-8 – Cain slew Abel because he would not admit he was wrong and he expressed anger instead of brotherly love.  What was the solution to the problem?   Brotherly love
B. PHIL. 2:3-4 – Sometimes we do not express brotherly love because we are selfish and are not willing to look on others as better than ourselves.

C. GEN. 37:13-20 – Jealousy between Joseph and his brothers led to hatred and bitterness.   Bitterness soured the relationship between these brothers.

D. 1 JN. 4:20-21 – If we allow our relationships with our brethren to gender strife between us as a result of anger, jealousy, or bitterness we will lose our souls.
E. EPH. 4:32 – The attitude we must display as Christians is one that reflects Christ in regard to forgiveness.

F. ROM. 12:17-21 – We do not need to ever get to the point where we count our brother as an enemy.

II. WHY IS IT NECESSARY?
A. 1 JN. 3:16-18 – How can we possibly claim to love God if we do not express love to our brother?

B. 1 PET. 1:22 – It displays we are willing to obey the truth.

C. 1 THESS. 4:9-10 – Note what Paul instructed the church at Thessalonica.

D. ROM. 12:10-11 – It shows who we prefer.   Who do you prefer?
E. JN. 13:34-35 – Because Christ loves us and if we love one another then we are just keeping the commandments of Christ.

F. PROV. 6:16-19 – It is necessary so there will be no strife among us as brethren.   God hates discord among brethren. Hopefully we are willing to concede brotherly love is necessary.

III. HOW IS IT EXPRESSED?
A. ROM. 16:16 – Brotherly love is expressed with an affectionate greeting.

B. LUKE 10:30-37 – Brotherly love is expressed by being willing to help in time of need.

C. ACTS 12:5-6 – Brotherly love is expressed being willing to pray for each other.

D. MATT. 18:21-22 – Brotherly love is expressed by possessing a forgiving attitude.

E. GAL. 6:1-2 – Brotherly is expressed when we check on weak and erring brethren.   It lets them know we are concerned with their soul and it lets God know we care about our brethren.

F. JN. 17:17-23 – When we have unity based on the truth among believers in Christ. 

CONCLUSION - 
Brotherly love is necessary.
How are we doing when it comes to expressing it?

What type of love do we have for Christ?

What type of love do we have for one another?

If we are not expressing our love properly we need to change today!!!

