ARE WE DEFENDERS OF THE GOSPEL?

PHILIPPIANS 1:16-17 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – Since 9/11 we have had numerous members of our congregation who serve in the military that were sent overseas to Afghanistan or Iraq to defend freedom.  What does it mean to be a defender?  The definition is given as one that may shield from injury or protects.

Read – Text – We can see that the apostle Paul was a defender of the gospel.

ARE WE DEFENDERS OF THE GOSPEL?

1. THE LIFE OF A CHRISTIAN IS OFTEN COMPARED TO WARFARE – 

a. 1 TIM. 1:18-19 – Paul told Timothy to war a good warfare. We might ask how?  He tells Timothy and us the answer – Holding faith and a good conscience.

b. 1 TIM. 6:12 – Paul exhorts Timothy and us to fight the good fight of faith.

c. 2 TIM. 2:3-4 – We have to be able to endure to be a good soldier of the cross.

d. 2 TIM. 4:7 – Paul said he had fought a good fight – He had kept the faith! What about us?

e. JUDE 3 – We need to be willing to contend or do battle for the faith.

2. DEFENDERS UNDERSTAND THE NECESSITY OF BEING PREPARED – Note our text in verse 17 said Paul was set for the defense of the gospel, in other words he was prepared.

a. LUKE 14:31 – We must know the enemy their strengths and weaknesses.   Much time and energy is in reconnaissance to know where the enemy is and what they are doing.  Christians were warned that false teachers would arise from within.  If we are not prepared today we also will not recognize the enemy.

b. EPH. 6:14-17 – Our preparation must be in advance. The word “having” signifies that they were prepared ahead of time.  As defenders of the gospel we must be ready before the battle begins!

c. EPH. 6:11-17 – We must know how to use all of these weapons.  Certainly a good soldier knows how to use every weapon at his disposal and, why?  Because his life depends on knowing how to effectively use all his weapons it literally can be the difference between life and death.  The same is true in the spiritual fight except the odds are much higher our soul is at stake.

d. 2 TIM. 2:15 – How do we know how to use the spiritual weapons at our disposal we must study.

e. 1 PET. 3:15 – All must be prepared not just the elders, deacons or preachers or bible class teachers.  It is everyone’s responsibility.

f. 2 COR. 10:3-5 – A soldier must trust his weapon.  We must trust in the weapons that God has given us.  God gives the weapons we must be an expert in to us.  He wants us well equipped to fight the good fight of faith.

g. 2 TIM. 3:16-17 – A defender knows the unprepared fail, so we must be at our best when we hit the battlefield

3. DEFENDERS UNDERSTAND THE NATURE OF THE TASK – 

a. 1 PET. 2:11 – Defenders know they are in a war. Do we realize that spiritually speaking?

b. 1 PET. 5:8 – Daily diligence is necessary.  Be ready because Satan seeks to devour us.

c. EPH. 6:12 – The battle is not easy the enemy is tough.

d. 1 COR. 15:58 – As a result of having such a formidable foe we must stand firm against the enemy.  One thing that will help us stand firm is our state of mind our attitude toward what we are defending.  

e. ROM. 1:16 – We must not be ashamed to defend the gospel.

f. ACTS 20:26-27 – Note the attitude of Paul.  Paul understood people would lose their soul if he did not take his task to preach the gospel seriously.

g. 1 COR. 9:19-23 – Paul used different tactics so he could share the gospel with as many as possible.

4. DEFENDERS ENLIST AND DEPLOY – 

a. 1 COR. 6:17 – When we became Christians we joined our self to the Lord.

b. JN. 17:21 – Jesus prayed for his disciples he sent out into the world, but what were their orders.

c. MARK 16:15-16 – “Go into all the world and preach the gospel…”  When we deploy we take what we know to defend the gospel.

CONCLUSION – Are we true defenders of the gospel?  We can’t be if we are not prepared.  Begin your preparation today by submitting your life to King Jesus.

