EXHORTATIONS – 14 – WOMEN

PROVERBS 31:10-12

INTRODUCTION – We are currently studying a series of lessons on exhortations. Today in our lesson we will examine the exhortations from God’s word concerning women. When we look and notice the moral decline in our society many of the problems we see are closely connected to the deterioration of the home and in particular the role of mothers and wives in the home.

Remember our definition of the word exhort - we defined this word - as to call to one’s side, to entreat, to beseech, to urge, to propel, to urge forward, to urge one to pursue some course of conduct, to advise, to warn, and to encourage. We are striving to urge women to be all that God planned for them to be as wives and mothers from the very beginning. 

TEXT – PROVERBS 31:10-12– We want to open our bibles and study the exhortations given concerning women and how to be the virtuous women described in the proverbs by Solomon.

EXHORTATIONS – WOMEN

I. HOW DO YOU BECOME A VIRTUOUS WOMAN?
A. PROV. 14:1 – The wise woman builds her house up. She is a positive influence and role model in her home.  She strives to make good choices while the foolish woman by her foolish choices pulls her house down.
B. PROV. 5:1-6 – If you desire to be a virtuous woman avoid sexual immorality. The wise man advises his son to avoid the immoral woman.  Many women today fall pray to the pressure to live with a man before marriage. The divorce rate is actually higher for those who make this ungodly choice.
C. PROV. 19:14 – In order to be a virtuous woman she must prove herself to be a prudent as a wife. Prudent means to act wisely, to ponder, to give attention to. Do not go of half cocked and make a snap decision!
D. PROV. 11:16 – To be a virtuous women she must be gracious which means to be considerate, to show mercy, to show favor. This is a necessity in relationships with others as well as those in your family.
E. PROV. 31:13-15, 27 – To be a virtuous woman she must be willing to work and guard against becoming idle. I.E. – Soap operas on TV compare with the internet – facebook, twitter, texting etc. of today
F. PROV. 31:20 – She is willing to extend her hand to the poor and upon those who are needy she has compassion. I. E. - 
G. PROV. 31:26 – She speaks with wisdom and kindness. She is able to exercise self control in regard to her tongue – I. E. – Housewives shows the ads are filled with vulgar language
H. PROV. 31:30 – You can never become a virtuous woman if you do not fear the Lord which means you have the proper reverence and respect for him and are willing to submit to his will in every aspect of your life. The reason there are so many marriages on the rocks is because if you do not place yourself in the proper submission to the Lord how do you think you will ever be able to accomplish that task in regard to your husband. 
II. NEW TESTAMENT EXHORTATIONS – 

A. EPH. 5:22-24 – Paul exhorts wives to submit to their husbands as to the Lord. The why is this such a difficult task to accomplish? Why is this a sticking point with many women? Because many women just outright refuse to submit to the Lord so they find it impossible to submit to their husband.  We all must submit to someone – it is not like women are being singled out by God – COL. 3:18-23

B. TITUS 2:3-5 – Older women be an example for the younger women by being obedient to your husband. Husbands give your input as to how the house should be managed – budget – know what is coming in and going out; discipline – be consistent; staying on a schedule – for children etc.
C. EPH. 5:33 – Be respectful toward their husbands after all you picked him. Do not put your husband down in public under the guise that you are just kidding! After all you picked him.

D. 1 TIM. 2:9-10 – Dress modestly in a way that is proper for a woman who professes to be godly. Do not advertise that which is not for sell!!! Your nakedness and the nakedness of your husband are not for public display.
E. 1 PET. 3:3-4 – There is nothing worse in my view than a loud, obnoxious, foul mouthed woman who wants everyone to know exactly what is on her mind. God instructs women to adorn themselves with a meek and quite spirit which will be willing to submit first to God and then to her husband.

F. 1 TIM. 5:9-10 – When giving the qualifications for widows who could be taken into the number notice the characteristics of her life – she has diligently followed every good work.

III. EXAMPLES OF GODLY WOMEN – Many may say well those standards just cannot be lived up to! Is that a correct assumption?
A. 2 TIM. 2:1-5 – The examples of Lois and Eunice, Timothy’s grandmother and mother who both had a genuine faith and taught Timothy the scriptures from childhood even though his father was a Greek.
B. ACTS 9:36-39 – The example of Dorcas who was full of good works and charitable deeds. Women, is it possible for you today to be full of good works and charitable deeds? YES!!!

C. ACTS 16:14-15, 40 – The example of Lydia, who obeyed the gospel and then became a hostess for Paul and his companions (Silas, Timothy) being gracious, kind and extending hospitality to them.

D. ACTS 18:24-26 - Priscilla who together with her husband took Apollos to the side(privately) and taught him the way of God more accurately.

E. ROM. 16:1-2 – Phoebe, a servant of the church in Cenchrea was a helper to many.

F. LUKE 1:6 – Elizabeth, the mother of John the Baptist, was righteous before God and walked in all his commandments and ordinances of the Lord blamelessly.

G. JN. 11:24-27 – Martha who welcomed Jesus into her home now confesses that she believes Jesus is the Christ the Son of the living God.
H. JN. 12:1-3 – Mary who sat at the feet of Jesus to hear his word now wipes the feet of Jesus with her hair displaying that she was truly a servant of the Lord.

CONCLUSION – 

Are you  a virtuous woman?

God instructs you how to become one.

Are you willing to submit to God? To be one you must submit to God!

Heed the exhortations and follow the examples given to us!!!
