HOLY SPIRIT - 2
2 CORINTHIANS 13:11-14

INTRODUCTION – Much mystery and intrigue enshrouds the real Biblical truth concerning the Holy Spirit.  Men thru ignorance of God’s word have formed many erroneous concepts concerning the Holy Spirit.  The purpose of this lesson is to renounce error and learn the truth.

In our text the godhead is mentioned - 2 COR. 13:11-14 - Finally, brethren, farewell. Become complete. Be of good comfort, be of one mind, live in peace; and the God of love and peace will be with you. 12 Greet one another with a holy kiss. 13 All the saints greet you. 14 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. Amen.
Yet there are those in the religious world who do not think of the Holy Spirit as part of the godhead they think of the Holy spirit as an “it” impersonal, unintelligible, unloving thing.   Are those who reason in this way correct?  This will be our study for today.

HOLY SPIRIT -  
1. ERRONOUS TEACHING – 

A. JN. 16:13-15 – This passage proves the Holy Spirit is not a thing but rather a living, intelligent, person.  John says the Holy Spirit is a he (masculine gender) – Mentions 8 times - However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you into all truth; for He will not speak on His own authority, but whatever He hears He will speak; and He will tell you things to come. 14 He will glorify Me, for He will take of what is Mine and declare it to you. 15 All things that the Father has are Mine. Therefore I said that He will take of Mine and declare it to you.
B. Jehovah Witness teach that the holy spirit is simply a great force or divine energy that is formed or unleashed from God’s mind when he thinks his thoughts and desires or wills something to be done
a. ACTS 10:38 – The Holy Spirit created the power and was the source of  the power for Jesus- how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power, who went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with Him.
b. ROM. 15:13, 19 – Power is of the Holy Spirit and it can produce it because it is deity - Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit  19 in mighty signs and wonders, by the power of the Spirit of God, so that from Jerusalem and round about to Illyricum I have fully preached the gospel of Christ. 
c. 1 COR. 2:1-5 – The Holy Spirit  is always spoken of as being able to bestow power and not just an inanimate object - And I, brethren, when I came to you, did not come with excellence of speech or of wisdom declaring to you the testimony of God. 2 For I determined not to know anything among you except Jesus Christ and Him crucified. 3 I was with you in weakness, in fear, and in much trembling. 4 And my speech and my preaching were not with persuasive words of human wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power, 5 that your faith should not be in the wisdom of men but in the power of God. 
d. 2 PET. 1:1-4 – The divine power Peter is speaking of is the Holy Spirit - Simon Peter, a bondservant and apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who have obtained like precious faith with us by the righteousness of our God and Savior Jesus Christ: 2 Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord, 3 as His divine power has given to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of Him who called us by glory and virtue, 4 by which have been given to us exceedingly great and precious promises, that through these you may be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust.
2. CONSEQUENCES – of believing error about Holy Spirit.
A. DEUT. 4:23-28 - Makes the Holy Spirit no more important than an idol. We need to remember that God warned Israel to serve only Jehovah and not make idols to worship.  These idols had no life or intelligence, they could not see, hear or smell - Take heed to yourselves, lest you forget the covenant of the LORD your God which He made with you, and make for yourselves a carved image in the form of anything which the LORD your God has forbidden you. 24 For the LORD your God is a consuming fire, a jealous God. 25 "When you beget children and grandchildren and have grown old in the land, act corruptly and make a carved image in the form of anything, and do evil in the sight of the LORD your God to provoke Him to anger, 26 I call heaven and earth to witness against you this day, that you will soon utterly perish from the land which you cross over the Jordan to possess; you will not prolong your days in it, but will be utterly destroyed. 27 And the LORD will scatter you among the peoples, and you will be left few in number among the nations where the LORD will drive you. 28 And there you will serve gods, the work of men's hands, wood and stone, which neither see nor hear nor eat nor smell.
B. PSA. 135:15-18 – God’s word does not allow us to lower the Holy Spirit to the level of idols - The idols of the nations are silver and gold, The work of men's hands. 16 They have mouths, but they do not speak; Eyes they have, but they do not see; 17 They have ears, but they do not hear; Nor is there any breath in their mouths. 18 Those who make them are like them; So is everyone who trusts in them. 

C. REV. 9:20-21 – Since God condemned the pagan Roman world that manufactured idols will he not also condemn us if we put the Holy Spirit into the same category as idols - But the rest of mankind, who were not killed by these plagues, did not repent of the works of their hands, that they should not worship demons, and idols of gold, silver, brass, stone, and wood, which can neither see nor hear nor walk. 21 And they did not repent of their murders or their sorceries or their sexual immorality or their thefts. 

3. CONCLUSIONS – If the Holy Spirit is lifeless and unintelligible then the Bible is not worth a plug nickel

A. 2 PET. 1:20-21 – Every word is a product of the Holy spirit guiding men to write down every word - knowing this first, that no prophecy of Scripture is of any private interpretation, 21 for prophecy never came by the will of man, but holy men of God spoke as they were moved by the Holy Spirit. 

B. HEB. 4:12 – The word of God could not be living and active - For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart
C. EPH. 3:1-5 – The mystery was revealed by the Holy Spirit but this could not be true if the Holy Spirit was lifeless and unintelligent  - For this reason I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for you Gentiles-- 2 if indeed you have heard of the dispensation of the grace of God which was given to me for you, 3 how that by revelation He made known to me the mystery (as I have briefly written already, 4 by which, when you read, you may understand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ), 5 which in other ages was not made known to the sons of men, as it has now been revealed by the Spirit to His holy apostles and prophets:
4. THE HOLY SPIRIT IN BEING IS GOD  - He is part of the godhead
A. ACTS 17:29 - When Paul preached in Athens, a city wholly given over to idolatry, he mentioned in his sermon something that is pertinent to our study. "Therefore, since we are the offspring of God, we ought not to think that the Divine Nature is like gold or silver or stone, something shaped by art and man’s devising." The ASV translates "divine nature" as Godhead. Two other passages use the same term.

B. ROM. 1:20 - "For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even His eternal power and Godhead, so that they are without excuse."
C. COL. 2:9 - "For in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily."  All these scriptures imply more than one person.  The scriptures teach there are three distinct personalities in the godhead.
a. 1 COR. 1:3 - The Father is GOD. "Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ." 
b. JN. 1:1-3 - Jesus Christ is GOD. "In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things were made through Him, and without Him nothing was made that was made." 

c. ACTS 5:3-4 - The Holy Spirit is GOD. "But Peter said, 'Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit and keep back part of the price of the land for yourself? While it remained, was it not your own? And after it was sold, was it not in your own control? Why have you conceived this thing in your heart? You have not lied to men but to God.' "
D. GEN. 1:26 - When the Bible uses the word God, the context determines the Godhead member of whom it is speaking. The Holy Spirit is ONE person in the Godhead, which consists of THREE.  Deity, as to person and personalities, is plural. Elohim is the Hebrew word and it means three or more "...Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth."
5. THREE PERSONS IN ONE GODHEAD –  

A.  Baptism of Jesus – MATT. 3:16-17  "When He had been baptized, Jesus came up immediately from the water; and behold, the heavens were opened to Him, and He saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting upon Him. And suddenly a voice came from heaven, saying, 'This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.' " All three were present at the river Jordan.

B. The Great Commission – MATT. 28:19 - "Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit."  Notice that all three are mentioned as giving authority to baptize those who come to Christ.

C. Sending of the Spirit – JN. 14:26 -  "But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all things that I said to you." In this text, the Father is going to send the Holy Spirit in the name of Christ; all three are members of the Godhead!

D. Unity of the Father and Son – JN. 20:21-22   "So Jesus said to them again, 'Peace to you! As the Father has sent Me, I also send you.' And when He had said this, He breathed on them, and said to them, 'Receive the Holy Spirit.' "   Jesus spoke of His relationship with the Father; then He breathed on them, and they received the Holy Spirit. Again, the text contains all three of the Godhead members.

E. Promise of the Father – ACTS 1:4-5  "And being assembled together with them, He commanded them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the Promise of the Father, 'which,' He said, you have heard from Me; for John truly baptized with water, but you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now."  In His parting instructions before His ascension, Jesus instructed His apostles to wait for the promise of the Father -- the baptism of the Holy Spirit.

CONCLUSION – To profane the Holy Spirit in any manner or to not acknowledge him as deity is sin.  Let us reverence him as deity.  He is a true spiritual being -- the Spirit of God, Spirit of Truth, the Holy Spirit -- the third person in the Godhead. He is one being in a special class of beings. This class has only three members -- God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. These are not just titles, or God-like manifestations; they are God. All three participated in bringing our salvation
