WHERE IS OUR FOCUS?

1 CORINTHIANS 1:10
INTRODUCTION – Most of us would readily recognize the importance of having the ability to focus. It is defined as being able to fix, to concentrate on points of importance. The ability to focus is critical for the surgeon, the chef, the student. We often make statements that show we understand the importance of focus when we make statements like our favorite team just lost their focus and that is the reason they lost the game.
1 COR. 1:10 – Paul instructs us as Christians to be of the same mind and judgment.  We cannot possibly accomplish this command if we do not focus on the truths revealed to us in God’s word.
The purpose of this lesson is to ask the question where is our focus and for us to honestly consider this important question. Is our focus on the physical, carnal material things of this world or do we truly value the things that are spiritual and eternal in nature. What is your focus as you worship God today?

WHERE IS OUR FOCUS?

I. MINDSET – FOCUS – 

A. 2 COR. 13:11 – Paul exhorts brethren at Corinth to focus and be of one mind. They had a lot of problems and these problems were the result of losing focus – not being on the same sheet of music so to speak.

B. EPH. 4:23-24 – How were they to be of one mind? How does this take place? By submitting to Christ and putting on the new man.

C. PHIL. 1:27 – Paul also desired for the brethren in Philippi to be of one mind and remain focused.
D. PHIL. 2:2-5 – You must ask the question what is the focus of my mind? What is my mind-set? Am I only concerned with self or do I think of others?

E. COL. 3:1-2 – Paul thinks this subject is important because he also reminds the Colossian brethren to set, fix (focus), and seek the things above.

F. MATT. 25:34-46 – What is my focus? Am I a giver or a taker?  Notice who was rewarded.

II. GODLINESS OR UNGODLINESS? – What type of character do I display? Character is your inner strength, it is who you truly are, it is what you do when no one is watching.
A. GEN. 39:7-12 – Example of Joseph – What was his focus? Joseph was focused on pleasing God, doing his will and faithfully serving his master. What type of character did he display? Godliness
B. 1 PET. 2:21-22 – Example of Jesus – Perfect in godliness and character. Am I following the example of the character of Christ? Let’s look in three areas.

C. EPH. 4:29-32 – In my speech – Some would say our speech is not important and does not really matter. I.E. – Speech of our president was called into question because he used profanity. He was not using speech acceptable for one who holds the office of the president of the USA. What about us, as Christians we are priests of God. What does my speech reflect about my character and the focus of my life being godliness?

D. 1 TIM. 2:9-10 – Does my dress profess godliness? Is it modest, which means orderly well arranged. Am I immodest as the result of overdressing – vain display, extravagant or underdressing – those things that are sheer, revealing (too short or too low) exposing, or sheer ( could be covered but can be seen thru).
E. 1 PET. 3:3-4 – What you display outside for the world to see reflects what is going on inside. So we need to focus on making our hearts right with God and when we do then our speech will be no problem, our dress will be no problem because we desire to profess godliness by our example. We are focused on doing God’s will in our lives.

F. 1 JN. 3:17-18 – What does my love profess? Do my actions display that I love my brother? Where is my focus? Is it on saying the right things or doing the right things?
III. CHARACTER – Can we change? Yes, when we become Christians
A. 2 COR. 5:17 – We are now a new creature in Christ. 

B. ROM. 12:2 – We are now transformed – changed. When we change our focus shifts.

C. ROM. 8:5-8 – Our focus shifts because we have a new mindset. 

D. ROM. 6:2-7, 11-14 – This new mindset produces a new attitude toward sin.
E. COL. 3:12-15 – We now have a new heart where peace can rule and forgiveness is extended to others.

F. JAMES 1:21-22 – We have a new message that we seek to obey.

G. COL. 3:17 – We have a new source of authority in our lives. 

H. GAL. 2:20 – We have a new faith we live by.

CONCLUSION – 

What is your mindset?

Where is your focus?

Have you lost focus on what is really important in this life? 

Change today!

