EXHORTATIONS – 23 - FOOLISH
PROVERBS 19:3 – TEXT
INTRODUCTION – We are currently studying a series of lessons on exhortations. We are warned by God thru his word to avoid foolishness. This is the topic of our study today.

How do we define this term – Vine’s Definition – Fool – The word is used in the scriptures with respect to moral more than to intellectual deficiencies.  It is not that the fool does have or lacks in mental powers but the fool is one who misuses them.  In the scriptures the fool is the one who casts off the fear of God and thinks and acts with little or no regard for the eternal principles of God’s word.  One who acts without counsel and does not consider what he does but is willing to do it anyway.

READ TEXT – Today in our lesson we will examine the exhortations from God’s word concerning the fool and foolishness.

EXHORTATIONS – FOOLISH

I. WHO IS A FOOL?
A. PSA. 14:1 – The fool is one who says there is no God in spite of all the evidence we have in our creation of design which implies there is a designer.

B. PROV. 12:15 – The fool is one who is always right in their own eyes. In his eyes he can do no wrong. The fool places all his trust in himself. Do we ever possess the mark of a fool?
C. PROV. 28:25-26 – The fool places his trust in his own heart instead of trusting the Lord.

D. PROV. 15:5 – Since the fool is one who thinks he is always right and therefore he chooses to refuse instruction from his father and in fact despises it.

E. PROV. 29:20 – The fool is one who speaks to quickly without exercising self control.

F. EPH. 5:15 – The fool is one who does not walk circumspectly (accurately, exactness) rather he walks as the unwise.
G. 1 COR. 1:18 – Anyone who rejects the message of the cross (D/B/R) is a foolish indeed.

H. 1 COR. 3:19 – Anyone who follows the wisdom of the world instead of the wisdom of God is a fool!

II. WE ARE FOOLISH WHEN – 

A. PROV. 1:7 – We are foolish when we despise wisdom and instruction. What do we do when we forsake the assemblies? Aren’t these opportunities to receive wisdom and instruction?

B. PROV. 14:9 – We are foolish when we make a mockery of sin or try to minimize its consequences.

C. PROV. 18:2 – We are foolish when we do not seek to gain understanding.

D. PROV. 26:11 – We are foolish when we do not even try to learn from our mistakes and we repeat our folly.

E. LUKE 12:16-21 – We are foolish when we leave God out of our plans and out of our life.

F. JAMES 2:20 – We are foolish when we say we have faith without works.

III. CONSEQUENCES OF FOOLISHNESS – 

A. PSA. 107:17 – The fool will chose to sin and bring about affliction (suffering).

B. PROV. 10:8-10, 14 – The fool will fall and is headed for destruction.

C. PROV. 13:19-20 – If we are foolish we will choose foolish companions and not depart from evil so we will be destroyed.
D. MATT. 7:24-27 – Jesus clearly gives us the consequences of choosing to be wise or foolish. Do you want your house to stand or fall?

E. TITUS 3:3-5 – It would be foolish to remain in sin when salvation is possible for us!
F. MATT. 25:2, 10 – We would indeed be foolish if we choose to not be prepared when Christ comes again.

G. GAL. 3:1 – The most foolish thing we could do would be to not obey the truth.

CONCLUSION – 

Are you foolish or wise?

It is your choice!

Proverbs 3:35 -   "The wise shall inherit glory, But shame shall be the legacy of fools."
