DOES THE BIBLE TEACH THE DIRECT OPERATION OF THE HOLY SPIRIT?
ACTS 16:13-15 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – If you get into any type of religious discussion of any type with someone with a denominational background it is highly likely you will hear them mention the direct operation of the Holy Spirit.  It is very important that we understand what they mean by that statement.  They are simply stating that God saves man by this direct operation and it is separate and apart from obedience to the gospel - word of God.  Some even use our text as an example of this so called direct operation of the Holy Spirit, but note carefully what the word of God clearly states about the conversion of Lydia and her household - ACTS 16:13-15 - And on the Sabbath day we went out of the city to the riverside, where prayer was customarily made; and we sat down and spoke to the women who met there. 14 Now a certain woman named Lydia heard us. She was a seller of purple from the city of Thyatira, who worshiped God. The Lord opened her heart to heed the things spoken by Paul. 15 And when she and her household were baptized, she begged us, saying, "If you have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come to my house and stay." So she persuaded us. 
DOES GOD SAVE ANYONE TODAY SEPARATE AND APART FROM OBEDIENCE TO THE GOSPEL?  Questions we must answer if we think it is by direct operation of the Holy Spirit.

1. If the Holy Spirit works independently of God’s word then why are there “NO CHRISTIANS” where the gospel has not been preached?
A. MARK 16:15-16 – Why did Christ give the “great commission”?

B. ROM. 10:13-18 – Paul said people cannot call on the name of the Lord unless they believe and they cannot believe unless they hear.

C. COL. 1:23 – Why the urgency to preach the gospel to every creature under heaven?
2. If the Holy Spirit works separate and apart from the glorious gospel of Christ why will any man be lost?
A. 2 PET. 3:9- God does not want man to perish and to lose his soul eternally.

B. 1 TIM. 2:3-4 – Christ wants all men to be saved.  How does this happen? By coming to the knowledge of the truth

C. 2 THESS. 2:9-14 – It was the knowledge of the truth that saved the Thessalonians. We can only be saved today by believing the truth!!!
3. If the Holy Spirit saves without the preaching of the cross, why did God say he has chosen to save men thru the foolishness of preaching?
A. 1 COR. 1:18-24 – God in his infinite wisdom has chosen to save man thru the foolishness of preaching.

B.  1 COR. 2:1-5 – Was Paul waiting for the direct operation of the Holy Spirit upon the people at Corinth?  NO, he declared Jesus Christ to them!!!
C. ROM. 1:16-17 – If the Holy Spirit provided salvation “directly” thru miraculous means then the preaching of the gospel would be unnecessary.  Paul states emphatically that the gospel is the power of God unto salvation for all men.

4. If the Holy Spirit performed conversion “directly” then how could any man possibly resist God’s plan of salvation?
A. ACTS 24:24-26 – Felix resisted the words of Paul

B. ACTS 26:27-29 – Paul preached the gospel of Christ to King Agrippa and he almost persuaded him to be Christian but he resisted.

C. ACTS 16:30-33 – Paul preached to those at Athens and many resisted the message of the gospel.

5. If the direct intervention of the Holy Spirit saves then how do you explain passages that say we are saved thru obedience to the truth?
A. 1 PET. 1:22-23 – Our souls are purified when we obey the truth and this is when we are born again.

B. JN. 15:1-3 – We are made clean thru the word.

C. EPH. 5:25-27 – We are cleansed with the washing of water by the word.

6. If the Holy Spirit operates directly upon the heart of men to save them from their sins without the gospel being preached then why were the apostles given the ministry of reconciliation? 

A. 2 COR. 5:17-21 – To be a new creature in Christ, in order to be reconciled to God we must hear the word of reconciliation.

B. JN. 3:3-5 - Are you a new creature in Christ?  Have you been born again of water and the Spirit?

C. ROM. 5:8-10 – Reconciliation is only possible because of the death of Christ.  

CONCLUSION – 

If you are waiting for the direct operation of the Holy Spirit to save you then your waiting is in vain.
You must by faith and obedience respond to the word of God which has been given to us by the Holy Spirit.

The words of the Holy Spirit may be pricking your heart today if so then react like those did on Pentecost - ACTS 2:36-38 - "Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly that God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ." 37 Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, "Men and brethren, what shall we do?" 38 Then Peter said to them, "Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.
God leaves the choice up to you!!!
