HOLY SPIRIT 14 – QUENCH NOT THE SPIRIT
1 THESSALONIANS 5:14-23 – TEXT
INTRODUCTION – In our text for the lesson the apostle Paul sets forth principles that if we violate as Christians we will quench the Spirit. - 1 THESS. 5:14-23 - Now we exhort you, brethren, warn those who are unruly, comfort the fainthearted, uphold the weak, be patient with all. 15 See that no one renders evil for evil to anyone, but always pursue what is good both for yourselves and for all. 16 Rejoice always, 17 pray without ceasing, 18 in everything give thanks; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 19 Do not quench the Spirit. 20 Do not despise prophecies. 21 Test all things; hold fast what is good. 22 Abstain from every form of evil. 23 Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you completely; and may your whole spirit, soul, and body be preserved blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

PHIL. 2:1-5 – Christians have fellowship with the Spirit – How?  When we are in Christ and put on the mind of Christ when we deny self to serve others.

EPH. 1:12-13 – When we obeyed the gospel we were sealed with the Holy Spirit which identifies us as the sons of God.

GAL. 4:6 – Because we are sons of God he has sent the Spirit of his son into our hearts.

If these things are so we might then ask the question how can we quench the Spirit of God?  The answer is simple when we cease to have fellowship with God we quench the Spirit – 1 COR. 6:9-20 – Fornication is self defilement, the body is the temple of the Holy Spirit and just as God in the days of Ezekiel could longer dwell in the temple in Jerusalem because of the sins of his people and caused it and Jerusalem to be destroyed we quench the Spirit when we defile our bodies with sin.

2 COR. 7:1 - We can be led by the Spirit if we are cleansed by the word. God cleanses us thru obedience to the truth.
ROM. 8:1-14 – We can be led by the Spirit today if we are willing to obey the word of God given to us in the gospel.  

HEB. 6:4-8 – If we do not allow the Spirit to lead us by the word we will surely fall away.  We crucify Christ afresh when we are self willed.

2 THESS. 3:1-5 – Instead of self will Paul was instructing the Thessalonians to be guided by the Lord and his will given to us in his word.

In our lesson today we want to consider four things that Christians do to quench the Spirit.

4 THINGS CHRISTIANS DO TO QUENCH THE SPIRIT:
1. NEGLECTING THE GOLDEN RULE – 

A. 1 THESS. 5:14-15 – Be patient toward all, do not render evil for evil, follow what is good for you and be good toward others.

B. MATT. 7:12 – Christ gives us the greatest advise ever given to man so we can get along peaceably with others as we go thru this life.  We quench the Spirit when we do not treat others with kindness and fairness that we would desire to be shown to us.
C. ROM. 12:17-21 – Often we act as we do because we seek vengeance for ourselves.  When people do wrong to us do we immediately look for ways to get revenge or do we seek to give good for evil.

D. HEB. 10:28-31 – Vengeance is reserved for God.  He is the only one righteous or just enough to administer judgment for sin.  If we do not desire to quench the spirit then we must learn to do good to those who both hate and hurt us.

2. CARELESS ABOUT PRAYER – 

A. 1 THESS. 5:16-18 – Rejoicing and prayer go hand in hand. When we finally realize that all our blessings are from God, we will rejoice over our spiritual blessings we have in Christ and be anxious to go to our Father in prayer.  We will remove all barriers and excuses that would hinder us from communicating with God in prayer.  We need to view prayer in the proper manner that it is a privilege to speak to the God of heaven we must make time and take time to pray
B. LUKE 18:9-14 – You might ask the question, How can we quench the Spirit in regard to prayer?  By being self conscious. We can pray like the Pharisee and see ourselves as sufficient and self righteous.

C. JAMES 4:1-4 – Note the prayers of those who are lovers of self and the world.  Anytime we have this attitude in prayer we are quenching the Spirit.

D. PHIL. 4:4-8 – Paul instructs us how the one who is conscious of God in their life prays.  We must realize that we are nothing without God – to him to be the glory!!!

3. INDIFFERENT TOWARD AUTHORITY – 

A. 1 THESS. 5:19-21 – God said to prove all things and hold fast to that which the Spirit of God says is good.  We quench the Spirit when we demand our way and only seek self approval.
B. GAL. 1:6-9 – When we demand something different from the gospel we quench the Spirit.

C. MATT. 7:21-23 – Jesus condemned those who made up their own laws of righteousness. Guilty of presumptuousness.

D. PSA. 19:13 – David sought to be free from the sin of presumptuousness. When we set up self as the standard for authority we become guilty of the sin of presumption and we quench the Spirit.

E. EPH. 5:6-11- Paul states by inspiration we should seek the approval of God.
4. TOLERANT OF EVIL – 

A. 1 THESS. 5:21-22 – Every time Satan comes near and tempts us with evil run from it.  We cannot afford too tolerate evil in our lives or the lives of others.

B. 1 JN. 3:8 – Christ came to destroy Satan and sin.  Those who tolerate sin stand opposed to Christ and all he died for.  We are to abstain from every form of evil every time it rears its ugly head.

C. JUDE 11-20 – We can quench the Spirit when we tolerate evil in ourselves or our worship.  Those described by Jude were sensual and did not have the Spirit of God.  They quench the Spirit by rebellion and hypocrisy.
D. EPH. 4:17-32 – Instead of worshipping self we must worship God.  Christ said this worship is the only correct and proper worship.  We must not give the devil any place and every Christian by truth and love must grow up into the Lord.  Do not live in such a way that we grieve the Holy Spirit

CONCLUSION – 

Are we following the leadership of the Spirit?

If not, then we are quenching the Spirit?

If we are humble and obedient to the truths contained in the word of God then God will preserve us body-soul-spirit – 1 THESS. 5:23 - Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you completely; and may your whole spirit, soul, and body be preserved blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Are you a lover of self or God?
