EXHORTATIONS – 29
PSALM 86:15
INTRODUCTION – We are currently studying a series of lessons on exhortations. Remember our definition of the word exhort - we defined this word - as to call to one’s side, to entreat, to beseech, to urge, to propel, to urge forward, to urge one to pursue some course of conduct, to advise, to warn, and to encourage. Today in our lesson we will examine the exhortations from God’s word concerning compassion.

We are urged by God thru his word to follow the truth. 

How do we define this term – Vine’s Definition – Compassion– The word as used in the scriptures means – To have pity, a feeling of distress through the ill of others, to suffer with another, to show kindness, assistance 

READ TEXT – PSA. 86:15 - In our text we hear the Psalmist declare that God is one who is full of compassion, He is gracious. God is longsuffering and graciously abundant in mercy and truth.
The purpose of our lesson today is to examine the exhortations from God’s word compassion.

EXHORTATIONS – COMPASSION

I. COMPASSION AND CHRIST – 

A. MARK 6:34 – Jesus was moved with compassion and he taught others.
B. MATT. 14:14 – Jesus was moved with compassion for the sick and he healed them.

C. MATT. 15:32 – Jesus was moved with compassion for the hungry and he fed them.

D. MATT. 20:32-34 – Jesus was moved with compassion for the blind and he gave them their sight.

E. MARK 1:40-42 – Jesus was moved with compassion for the man with leprosy and he healed him.

F. LUKE 7:12-15 – Jesus had compassion for the widow and her dead son so he raised him from the dead.

G. HEB. 4:15 – Jesus our high priest has compassion on us and he is touched with the feelings of our infirmities.

II. COMPASSION IS WHAT YOU DO NOT WHAT YOU SAY – 

A. PSA. 145:8-9 – The Psalmist clearly indicates that God is compassionate and longsuffering,. How do we know this is true? Look at all the ways he has displayed his compassion to us!

B. JN. 3:16 – For God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son. God displayed his compassion for man and his desire for him to be saved by offering his only Son. 
C. 2 PET. 3:9 – The Lord is longsuffering and does not desire for any to perish. Why? It is the result of his compassion!
D. LUKE 10:30-37 – What was different about the Samaritan? He did something where the priest and Levite did nothing.
E. LUKE 15:20-24 – How do we know the Father had compassion toward his wayward son? He displayed it openly – My son was lost but no is found!
F. JAMES 2:15-16 – If we recognize the need of a brother or sister. We can clearly see their need but the only form of compassion we display toward them is to tell them we are praying for you – what does that profit us?
G. 1 JN. 3:16-19 – Displaying compassion allows us to know we are of the truth.

III. WHY DO WE NEED COMPASSION?
A. MATT. 18:23-33 – Compassion is mandatory if forgiveness is to take place.

B. COL. 3:12-13 – We must have compassion if we are to be able to forgive others.

C. 1 PET. 3:8-9 – Compassion helps us endure suffering. 

D. PHIL. 2:1-4 – Compassion allows me to put self to the side and see the need of others.

E. TITUS 3:3-7 – Because we are sinners and we need God’s compassion so our sins can be washed away.
CONCLUSION – 

The God we serve is a God of compassion!

We need the compassion of Christ!

Are you a recipient of that compassion? 

Do you display compassion in your life as a Christian?

