EXHORTATIONS – 30
PROVERBS 1:7
INTRODUCTION – We are currently studying a series of lessons on exhortations. Remember our definition of the word exhort - we defined this word - as to call to one’s side, to entreat, to beseech, to urge, to propel, to urge forward, to urge one to pursue some course of conduct, to advise, to warn, and to encourage. Today in our lesson we will examine the exhortations from God’s word concerning shame and fear.

How do we define this term – Vine’s Definition – Ashamed – To have a feeling of fear or shame which prevents a person from doing a thing. Fear – Flight - that which caused by being scared may cause flight, reverential fear or respect of God.

READ TEXT – PROV. 1:7 - In our text we hear the wise man declare that  fearing God is the true starting place for knowledge.
The purpose of our lesson today is to examine the exhortations from God’s word concerning shame and fear.
EXHORTATIONS – SHAME/FEAR

I. WHAT DO WE DISPLAY IN OUR LIVES? It is sad to say but sometimes we are ashamed as a result of the fear of persecution, ridicule, and just not being accepted by the crowd.

A. PSA. 25:2, 20 – Are we ashamed that Jesus is our Savior and deliverer?

B. PSA. 31:3 – Do we display that we unashamedly trust the Lord?

C. MARK 8:38 - If we are ashamed of Christ and his doctrine he will be ashamed of us.

D. ROM. 1:16 - Can we boldly declare with the apostle Paul that we are not ashamed of the gospel of Christ?

E. PHIL. 1:20 – Instead of shame display boldness is the instruction of Paul to the Philippians.

F. 2 TIM. 1:8 – Paul declares to young Timothy to not be ashamed of the testimony of Christ.
G. 1 PET. 4:16 – We should not be ashamed to suffer reproach as a Christian.

II. THE WRONG TYPE OF FEAR – When we are afraid of the reaction and response of men instead of God.

A. JN. 19:8 – Pilate delivered up Jesus to be crucified because he feared the people.

B. JN. 7:13 – Are we as disciples of Christ afraid to speak openly about Jesus?

C. JN. 9:18-22 – The parents of the man born blind failed to confess Christ as a result of fearing the Jews.

D. JN. 12:42-43 – Some of the rulers believed but they would not confess their belief because they were seeking the approval of men instead of God. 

E. JN. 14:27 – If we desire to be at peace with God then we must understand that we cannot do so if we are afraid of men, public opinion, or what is politically correct.

F. HEB. 13:5-6 – Since God will not leave us or forsake us. Since he is our helper - why should I fear what man can do to me?

III. THE RIGHT TYPE OF FEAR – Is to fear God by displaying reverence and respect for him this is a display of holy fear.

A. DEUT. 10:12 – God has always required his people to fear him. How do we display this fear for God? By walking in his ways and serving him with all our heart and soul. What type of effort do you give God?
B. PROV. 8:13 – If we claim to fear God then we must hate what is evil. Since God does not tolerate sin neither should we!

C. PROV. 9:10 – We cannot begin to attain knowledge without the proper fear of the Lord. If we fear him we will hear him and follow his instructions by obeying his revealed truth.

D. MATT. 10:28 – We need to also have the proper reverence and respect for God because he is the one who has the power and authority to send us to hell.

E. REV. 14:7 – If we fear God we will give glory to him we will worship him. What does your attendance indicate in regard to your respect and reverence for God?

F. ECCL. 12:13 – The wise man says the whole duty or purpose of man is to fear God and keep his commandments.

G. HEB. 11:7 – Example of Noah – Did he fear God? How do we know? Did Abraham fear God? How do we know? GEN. 22:12 – He offers his son of promise Isaac to God as a sacrifice.

CONCLUSION – 

Are you ashamed of the gospel of Christ? Repent

Do you fear men? Repent

Do you have the proper reverence and respect for God?
