EXHORTATIONS – 31
DEUTERONOMY 11:27-28
INTRODUCTION – The bible is full of exhortations urging us to obey God, but obedience is a choice. It is a choice we are confronted with everyday. Will we choose to obey God and submit to his will as revealed to us in his word?
Remember our definition of the word exhort - we defined this word - as to call to one’s side, to entreat, to beseech, to urge, to propel, to urge forward, to urge one to pursue some course of conduct, to advise, to warn, and to encourage. Today in our lesson we will examine the exhortations from God’s word concerning obedience.

How do we define this term – Vine’s Definition – Obey – To be in subjection, to submit, to trust. Obedience – To obey, to give ear, to listen, to attend, to fulfill God’s commands, to fulfill the apostle’s counsel and to obey truth.
READ TEXT – DEUT. 11:27-28 - Moses set before the people a choice – blessings or cursings but note what it was based on – obedience!
We also have the free will to make choices today. Do we make the ones that will please God?
The purpose of our lesson today is to examine the exhortations from God’s word and see what they say about obedience.
EXHORTATIONS – OBEDIENCE
I. OBEDIENCE AND ITS CONSEQUENCES – 

A. DEUT. 28:1-6 – Promises to the people of God if they obey. Blessings – We have the same promise today since all spiritual blessings are in Christ – EPH. 1:3
B. JOSH. 5:6 – Likewise there are consequences for those who refuse to obey. The children of Israel were consumed, why? They did not obey.

C. JOSH. 24:20 – How does God determine whether he will do us harm or good? Harm if we turn away from God in disobedience. Vs. 24 – Note the instruction of Joshua. They were to hear his voice, obey, and serve him. Why do people today sometimes have a problem with obeying God? The very same reasons!
D. 1 SAM. 15:17-23 – Why is Saul rejected as king of Israel?  He choose not to obey the voice of the Lord!

E. HEB. 3:16-19 – Why did they not enter into rest? They did not belief and so they choose to not obey.

II. OBEDIENCE IS A CHOICE – 

A. ROM. 6:16 - We can choose to be a servant of sin unto death or obedience unto righteousness.

B. ROM. 2:6-11 – What will you choose? We have a choice - eternal life if we obey and indignation and wrath if we choose not to.

C. HEB. 5:9 – Jesus is the author of eternal salvation to all those who obey him. What will you choose to do with Jesus?
D. 2 THESS. 1:8 – You are free to make your choice but note the outcome of those who reject the gospel.

E. PHIL. 2:12 – Paul urges the Christians at Philippi to work out their own salvation with fear and trembling. How were they to do this? By obedience

III. OBEDIENCE IS FOR OUR GOOD – 

A. EPH. 6:1 – Children are instructed to obey their parents in the Lord for this is right.  It is the right thing to do and it is for your good. COL. 3:20 - Children, obey your parents in all things, for this is well pleasing to the Lord
B. TITUS 3:1 – We are instructed to obey those in positions of authority in our government, why? It is for our good.

C. ROM. 13:3-4 – There is no need for us to fear the government if we do good, only if we do evil. Again to obey is for our good!

D. HEB. 13:17 – We are to obey those who have the rule over us – elders. Why? It is for our good they are watching out for our soul. I.E. – If as children we do not obey our parents and if as citizens we do not obey our government, and if as Christians we are not willing to obey those who rule over us will we ever be willing to truly be obedient to Christ? NO!!!!

E. ACTS 5:29 – The exception to the rule is that we ought always to obey God rather than man. In the child/parent; citizen/government; Christian/elder relationships we always obey as the rule but the exception is when there is a conflict with the will of God, then we must obey God rather than man!
IV. EXAMPLES – 

A. GEN. 6:9, 22 – Noah – What choice did he make?

B. HEB. 11:8 – Abraham – What choice did he make?

C. 2 CHRON. 31:20-21 – Hezekiah – What choice did he make? Different from his father Ahaz

D. EZRA 7:10 – What choice did Ezra make? For Ezra had prepared his heart to seek the Law of the LORD, and to do it, and to teach statutes and ordinances in Israel. 
E. JN. 14:31, 17:4 – What choice did Jesus make? To do the will of the father and finish the work he gave him to do!

CONCLUSION – 
Obedience is important!

Obedience is for our good.

Obedience has eternal consequences.

Obedience is your choice.

Will you obey Jesus? 
