MEN OF FAITH AND INTEGRITY – 7
HEBREWS 11:30
INTRODUCTION – We are continuing our series of lessons on men of faith, integrity, and obedience and today we are considering the life of Joshua.   The name Joshua means “God is Savior.” Joshua as a result of his faith, integrity, and obedience was a savior in the sense he conquered and delivered Israel from their enemies, he led them into the Promised Land, by faith he followed the instructions of God and led them to conquer the city of Jericho – HEB. 11:30
Why did God choose Joshua to lead Israel after the death of Moses?   Certainly he was qualified and had the ability to lead God’s people into the land of promise, but more importantly he was a man of faith, integrity and obedience.
Note what God promised to Joshua as a result of his faith – JOSH. 1:5-9.

The purpose of our lesson today is to examine five aspects of Joshua’s life that exhibit his faith, integrity, and obedience.

JOSHUA:

I. VICTORIOUS FAITH AND ATTITUDE – 

A. JOSH. 1:10-13 – Joshua possessed a vision of victory.   He had a positive attitude so he instructed the children of Israel to prepare to conquer and take the land because God had promised to give it to them and it was theirs if they responded by faith and obedience.

B. 1 JN. 5:1-5 – Faith is the victory that overcomes the world!!!  Do we see victory in our mind or do we see defeat.   Faith leads to trust, trust leads to positive actions on our part.   In order to overcome we must be people of faith.   Joshua had a positive attitude and so did those who followed him.  We follow Jesus what type of attitude do we have – “I can do all things thru Christ who strengthens me.” – PHIL. 4:13 – Do you see victory in your mind?
II. REDEEMER OF TIME – 

A. JOSH. 3:1 – Joshua rose up early to accomplish God’s will.  He was eager and ready to obey the Lord.  He recognized that time was valuable it was precious.   Do we use our time to follow God’s plan and to remove evil.

B. EPH. 5:15-17 – We need to learn to use our time wisely to learn the will of God.  Time management is a great problem for many people.  If you are one of those people then make a “to do” list so you can prioritize the things you must get accomplished each day, but use your time wisely!!!  To redeem means to pay the purchase price, to buy up.   Are we buying up opportunities to preach and teach the gospel?  We have time to do all the things we desire to do, but do we take the time to teach others.  Joshua was a great teacher!!!
III. SPIRITUAL EDUCATOR – 
A. JOSH. 8:30-35 – Joshua was a spiritual educator.  He read all the words of the law.  

B. JOSH. 23:6-8 – Joshua not only read the law to the people but he also exhorted them “to do all that is written in the book.”   Men of faith and integrity hold fast to the Lord!!!   Are you holding fast?  Are you taking advantage of the opportunities you have to teach others?
C. ACTS 20:19-21, 27 – Look at the example of the apostle Paul as he took advantage of teaching the whole counsel of God.   If we proclaim to be people of faith, integrity and obedience then we need to be spiritual educators like Joshua.

IV. WHOLE HEARTED SERVANT – 

A. JOSH. 22:1-6 – Not the instructions that Joshua gave to these tribes of Israel that he followed himself were not half-hearted.   Joshua offered his service to God wholeheartedly.   Note particularly verse 5 – walk – keep – hold fast – serve.
B. NUM. 32:11-13 – Why did God praise Joshua and Caleb?  Because they wholly followed God.   What does that say about the ten spies and those who agreed with them?   They were not following God with their whole heart.  They were offering halfhearted service to God which he refused.

C. MAL. 2:8-10 – Malachi the prophet points out the fact that Israel and her priests were being partial in their obedience and as a result were profaning the covenant – the agreement they had with God.   Is our service to God offered halfheartedly or do we seek to serve the lord our God with our whole heart?
V. LEADER BY EXAMPLE – There is not much of this actually taking place today!
A. JOSH. 24:29-31 – Joshua led by example and his teaching so the people were willing to follow the good example (faith, integrity, obedience) that he set consistently before them.

B. 1 PET. 2:21-22 – We have a leader who is greater than Joshua.   The question is do we seek to follow in his steps?

C. 1 TIM. 4:12 – Paul encourages Timothy to be an example to the believer by his attitude, his teaching, and his conduct.

D. 1 PET. 2:9-12 – Each and every Christian should strive to be a leader by the example they set.  In our life we should glorify God by the way we live and be a living sermon to those who see us each and every day. What type of example are you? 

CONCLUSION – 

Do you have a faith that is victorious?

Do you redeem the time?

Are you involved in being a spiritual educator?

Do you offer whole hearted or half hearted service to God?

Do you lead by example?
