MEN OF FAITH AND INTEGRITY – 8

JAMES 1:2-4, 12; 5:10-11

INTRODUCTION – We are continuing our series of lessons on men of faith, integrity, and obedience and today we are considering the life of Job.   Job as a result of his faith, integrity, and obedience followed the instructions of God and would not be deterred by the things he endured.

Job was a giant of a man who possessed towering faith – JOB 9:1-4 – Job was a believer! Spiritual fortitude were the true spiritual riches of Job – JOB 1:21-22 – Job persevered.
Job held God in high esteem, reverence, and respect – JOB 13:15-16 – Job declares no matter what happens to him he will trust God.

The purpose of our lesson today is to examine Job’s life the things that exhibit his faith, integrity, and obedience.  
JOB:
I. BRIDLED HIS TONGUE –   
A. JOB 2:9-10 – Job did not sin, nor charge God foolishly with his lips. Have we been guilty of accusing God and questioning events in our lives.
B. JAMES 1:25-26 – Job by his actions shows he practiced pure and undefiled religion.

C. JOB 2:3 – Job is described as a blameless and upright man.  Job realized that life and death were in the power of his tongue.

II. CONCERNED FATHER – 

A. JOB 1:5 – Job offered sacrifices for his children and sanctified them daily.   He was concerned about their inward thoughts as well as their outward actions.

B. EPH. 6:4 – Job trained his children to fear God.  How about us?
III. CONQUERED COVETOUSNESS – 

A. JOB 1:3, 10-12, 13-20 – Job was very rich but even after he had lost all he had it did not effect his faith.   Job declared that God has the right to give and the right to take away.   Job did not serve the gods of gold and silver.

B. LUKE 12:15 – We need to note the words of warning concerning covetousness given to us by Jesus.

C. COL. 3:1-5 – Paul exhorts the Christians at Colossae to put to death covetousness.

IV. FORGIVING SPIRIT – 

A. JOB 42:5-6 – Job realized he needed forgiveness.   He realized the greatness of God and the ugliness of sin.

B. JOB 42:10 – Job prayed for his friends.  Job extended forgiveness to others.

C. MATT. 6:14-15 – Job practiced exactly what Jesus taught in the Sermon on the Mount.   If we desire to receive forgiveness from God then we must extend forgiveness to others.
D. LUKE 17:1-4 – Do we listen to the words of wisdom from Jesus?

V. TRUE ACCEPTABLE SERVICE – 

A. JOB 1:9-12 – The devil said Job would not serve God if he lost all (physical possessions), but  he remained loyal in his faith, integrity and obedience.

B. JOB 2:3-6 – Then the devil said that man will give all that he has to live and survive, so Satan tested Job again and he passed the test.

C. ROM. 12:1-3 – Does God expect true service to him today?   Yes, we have a reasonable service in which we should be involved!!!

CONCLUSION – 

2 COR. 13:5 – Soul searching questions!!!

Do you serve God because of the hedge he has built around you?

Do you think you would continue to serve God if you lost everything?

Do you have trust in God like Job?  “Though he slays me – I will trust him.”
