THE COST OF TRUTH
PSALM 119:30

INTRODUCTION – PSA. 119:30 - I have chosen the way of truth; Your judgments I have laid before me. 
The psalmist declares that he has made his choice and has chosen the way of truth.  In our lesson this morning we learned that we serve a God of truth, but it is up to us if we decide to follow and obey this God of truth.  It is up to me to decide if I will strive to teach others this way of truth.

Hopefully as children of God we have made the decision to acknowledge truth, follow truth, and teach the truth.   What we must understand is that these decisions in regard to truth often do not come without great cost and sacrifice.  The purpose of our lesson is to examine the cost of truth.  Please take your bible and follow in this study.
THE COST OF TRUTH – 

I. COST THE APOSTLES A BEATING – 

A. MARK 16:15-16 – The apostles were totally focused on the presenting the truth of God to all men just as Jesus had commanded them to do.   We can see how serious they took this charge when we look at the Acts of the apostles.

B. ACTS 4:8-10, 17-20 – When asked about the lame man who was healed they boldly proclaimed the truth.  Even when they were commanded to not teach anymore in the name of Jesus they did not comply.
C. ACTS 5:28-29, 40-42 – They were arrested again and again they spoke the truth boldly – “We must obey God rather than men.” The proclamation of truth resulted in their being beaten. 

D. 2 TIM. 4:6-8 – According to secular history most of the apostles lost their lives because of the truth and their stance to defend it at all costs.

II. COST THE BLIND MAN HIS SOCIAL ACCEPTANCE – 

A. JN. 9:17 – The blind man was healed by Jesus.

B. JN. 9:13-18 – The blind man who was healed was interrogated by the Pharisees.   He boldly declared that he believed Jesus to be a prophet.
C. JN. 9:19-23 – The parents of the blind man were not willing to pay the price for truth.

D. JN. 9:24-33 – The man on whom the miracle was performed would not change his account of the story.  He remained steadfast clinging and standing for the truth.

E. JN. 9:34 – Since the healed blind man stood fast for the truth he was “cast out.”  As a Jew to be cast out was to be religiously and socially rejected.  Yet he was willing to pay that price for truth.   Remember this was a price even his parents were not willing to pay.

III. COST MANY THEIR FREEDOM AND LIVES – 

A. ACTS 5:14 – The church is in the process of experiencing growth – ACTS 2:41-3000, ACTS 4:4 – 5000 men.

B. ACTS 7:51 – Stephen is the first martyr. Why?  Because he courageously preached the truth to the Jews.

C. ACTS 8:1 - Why did the persecution arise against Christians?  I believe it was because they posed a threat to the religious hierarchy of that day since they lived and taught the truth.

D. MATT. 14:1-4 – John the Baptist lost his freedom and then his head due to the power of the truth when he declared, “It is not lawful for thee to have her.”  John fearlessly spoke the truth.

E. JN. 8:40 – Why did the Jews seek to kill Jesus?  Listen to his words as he answers our question – “because I have told you the truth”   Jesus was subjected to the mock trials of the Romans and the Jews.  Jesus was spat upon, beaten, they placed a scarlet robe on him, they placed a crown of thorns upon his head and smote him with a rod.   Then they subjected the sinless Son of God to death, but not just any death, it was the death by crucifixion.  Why did all this happen?  Because he told them the truth
CONCLUSION – 

There is a cost and sacrifice to be paid for truth.

Is it worth it?

YES!!! Only the truth can set us free.
