TRUTH – LOVE - 6
JOHN 15:9-14
INTRODUCTION – Today in our society we throw the word love around quite loosely (we love baseball, hot dogs, apple pie and Chevrolet).  In our study today we want to examine the truth revealed by the word of God in regard to love. Let’s open our bibles and begin to understand love as revealed to us by God – TEXT
TRUTH ABOUT LOVE – 

I. GOD LOVES MAN – 
A. 1 JN. 4:7-10 – The bible states as a truth that God is love. How did he exemplify his love?  Manifested it by sending his Son.

B. JN. 3:16 – God is no respecter of persons he loves all men.  “For God so loved the world.”   He did not pick and choose he made his love available to all.

C. ROM. 5:6-8 – God exemplified his love toward us while we were yet in our sins.  We did not deserve his love, mercy and grace.

D. EPH. 2:4-7 – It is impossible to talk about the love of God and not speak of his mercy and grace (favor).  Where would we be without the favor of God?

E. ROM. 8:37 – The only reason we can be victorious and conquer sin and death is because of the love of Christ.

II. LOVES OF MEN – Various choices
A. 2 TIM. 3:1-2 – Love of men can be misguided and as a result men become lovers of self.
B. 2 TIM. 4:10 – Men can also become lovers of this present world.

C. JN. 12:42-43 – Men can come to love the praise of men.

D. MATT. 22:37-39 – We can love the Lord above all else if we follow the command of Jesus and love the Lord our God with all our heart, soul and mind.

E. JN. 14:15, 21, 23-24 – How do we manifest our love for God?

III. CHARACTERISTICS OF THE LOVE – CHRISTIAN
A. ROM. 12:9 – Our love must be without hypocrisy in other words it must be sincere.

B. ROM. 13:10 – Love does not seek an opportunity to harm another person, but always seeks what is in the best interest of others – love your neighbor as yourself.

C. EPH. 4:1-2 – Love is patient and longsuffering.  It is always willing to bear with (put up with) one another.  
D. 1 COR. 13:1-7 - Paul in his letter to the church at Corinth describes the love we should have in our hearts as Christians.  It suffers long and is kind.
E. EPH. 4:32 – One thing that I have witnessed as a great problem in the church is the willingness on the part of one to forgive another. Withholding forgiveness is not an attribute of love. True love is willing to forgive.
F. JN. 13:34-35 – Our love for one another is a true display of our discipleship.  If we are who we say we are then we must demonstrate our love for each other and by so doing show our love for God.

CONCLUSION – 

God is love!

God has manifested his love for us – Son.

Do we manifest our love for him?

What about our life, our example, and our deeds?

