BUILDING CHARACTER THROUGH HUMILITY
PHILIPPIANS 2:1-8 –TEXT

INTRODUCTION – It is evident that the scriptures teach that we are to possess humility.  God requires humility of his children – 
MICAH 6:8 - He has shown you, O man, what is good; And what does the LORD require of you But to do justly, To love mercy, And to walk humbly with your God? 

1 PET. 3:8 - Finally, all of you be of one mind, having compassion for one another; love as brothers, be tenderhearted, be courteous;
1 PET. 5:5-6 - Likewise you younger people, submit yourselves to your elders. Yes, all of you be submissive to one another, and be clothed with humility, for "God resists the proud, But gives grace to the humble."  6 Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you in due time,
EPH. 4:1-2 - I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you to walk worthy of the calling with which you were called, 2 with all lowliness and gentleness, with longsuffering, bearing with one another in love,
Humility is a very challenging trait or characteristic to acquire because at the very moment we see ourselves achieving humility we are tempted with pride about our humility.

WHAT DOES THE BIBLE TEACHES ABOUT HUMILITY?

1. THE MIND OF HUMILITY –  CHRIST

A. MATT. 11:29 - Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.
B. PHIL. 2:5-8 - Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, 6 who, being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God, 7 but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men. 8 And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross.

C. PHIL. 2:3 – No selfish ambition - Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than himself. – 

D. PHIL. 2:6-7 – No conceit - who, being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God, 7 but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men.
E. ROM. 12:3 – Paul’s instructions to the brethren at Rome - For I say, through the grace given to me, to everyone who is among you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think, but to think soberly, as God has dealt to each one a measure of faith
F. ROM. 12:16 – Listen to Paul - Be of the same mind toward one another. Do not set your mind on high things, but associate with the humble. Do not be wise in your own opinion. 

G. PHIL. 2:3 – Esteem others better than ourselves - Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than himself – PHIL. 2:7 - but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men. 
H. 2 COR. 8:9 – Christ looked out for our best interest - For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, yet for your sakes He became poor, that you through His poverty might become rich
I. PHIL. 2:4 – If we have a mind of humility we will look to the best interest of others - Let each of you look out not only for his own interests, but also for the interests of others. 

J. PHIL. 2:8 – Christ interest in us - And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross.
2. THE ACTION OF HUMILITY – WORSHIPFUL SERVICE 
A. LUKE 18:9-14 – The worship of God demands it - Also He spoke this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous, and despised others: 10 Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 11 The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, 'God, I thank You that I am not like other men--extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this tax collector. 12 I fast twice a week; I give tithes of all that I possess.' 13 And the tax collector, standing afar off, would not so much as raise his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, 'God, be merciful to me a sinner!' 14 I tell you, this man went down to his house justified rather than the other; for everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted." 
B. PSA. 95:6 - Oh come, let us worship and bow down; Let us kneel before the LORD our Maker. 
C. JN. 13:12-17 – The service of man requires it - So when He had washed their feet, taken His garments, and sat down again, He said to them, "Do you know what I have done to you? 13 You call me Teacher and Lord, and you say well, for so I am. 14 If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another's feet. 15 For I have given you an example, that you should do as I have done to you. 16 Most assuredly, I say to you, a servant is not greater than his master; nor is he who is sent greater than he who sent him. 17 If you know these things, blessed are you if you do them.
3. THE REWARD OF HUMILITY – EXALTED 
A. 1 PET. 5:6 – Exalted by God - Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you in due time, 

B. ISA. 66:2 – The humble person is regarded by God - For all those things My hand has made, And all those things exist," Says the LORD. "But on this one will I look: On him who is poor and of a contrite spirit, And who trembles at My word. 
C. MATT. 5:3 – The humble person possesses the kingdom of God -  Blessed are the poor in spirit, For theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
D. MATT. 18:1-4 – Those who will enter the kingdom must be humble - At that time the disciples came to Jesus, saying, "Who then is greatest in the kingdom of heaven?" 2 Then Jesus called a little child to Him, set him in the midst of them, 3 and said, "Assuredly, I say to you, unless you are converted and become as little children, you will by no means enter the kingdom of heaven. 4 Therefore whoever humbles himself as this little child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. 

E. JAMES 4:6 – The humble person obtains grace from God - But He gives more grace. Therefore He says: "God resists the proud, But gives grace to the humble."  

F. JAMES 4:10 – The humble person is lifted up by God - Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and He will lift you up. 
G. PSA. 9:11-12 – The humble person is remembered and avenged by God -Sing praises to the LORD, who dwells in Zion! Declare His deeds among the people. 12 When He avenges blood, He remembers them; He does not forget the cry of the humble.
H. PROV. 15:33 – The humble person is honored - The fear of the LORD is the instruction of wisdom, And before honor is humility. 
CONCLUSION – Do we truly possess the important character trait of humility?  If we do not have humility we cannot please God with our service to him. Jesus the son of God humbly asks us to come to him – MATT. 11:28-30 - Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 29 Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For My yoke is easy and My burden is light." 
