TRUTH - ABOUT MEN IN THE CHURCH – 2

NUMBERS 14:36-38
INTRODUCTION – In our text we see that God has always used men in a position of leadership among his people.   We also want to note that some men always seem to refuse to do things according to God’s instructions while others are obedient.  The truth is that only two of the twelve were men who displayed the proper type of leadership desired by God and needed among his people.

The church is the people of God today and the truth is that God stills uses men and expects them to provide leadership and instructions to his people. Just as in the days of Moses there are men today who are willing to display the proper type of character and are willing to submit to Christ as the head of the church, men who love the truth and are not willing to compromise it at any cost these are the men needed in the church.

The purpose of this lesson is to look into the scriptures and see the type of men that are needed in the church today!
MEN NEEDED IN THE CHURCH:
I. MEN WHO ARE GODLY EXAMPLES – Men who are good examples in our society today are too few in number.

A. TITUS 2:1-2, 6-8 – Men should be sober (sound mind one who exercises self control) and show a pattern of good works in your life – honest, integrity, truthful.
B. TITUS 2:11-14 – In order to be godly examples men must be zealous for good works.

C. TITUS 3:8 – Godly men are careful to maintain good works

D. 1 COR. 6:15-20 – Men who will flee from sexual immorality.   Look at the damage done to the Lord’s church and countless lives because men refused to exercise sexual restraint.

E. GEN. 39:5-12 – Look at the example of Joseph.   The sexual desire is so strong sometimes the only thing we can do is flee!!!

II. MEN WHO ARE WILLING TO TEACH – Men when is the last time you taught someone whether it was public or private.   The church needs teachers.  Are you preparing to teach?  Why so few teachers?
A. 2 TIM. 1:8-13 – The Lord’s church needs men who are not ashamed of the gospel and are not ashamed to hold fast to the pattern of sound words.

B. 2 TIM. 2:1-2 – Faithful men are needed in the Lord’s church.   Men who are willing to teach others.   You might say I am willing to teach but just do not feel that I am prepared to do so at this time.   How do I prepare to teach?  Good question!!!
C. 2 TIM. 3:14-18 – To prepare to teach you must learn the scriptures.   The scriptures are profitable to us and they equip us to every good work – one of which is to teach.

D. ACTS 8:30-35 – Teaching someone is merely guiding them so they can understand what they are reading from the word of God.  Philip “preached Jesus to him.” The Lord’s church needs more men willing to preach Jesus – not what is politically correct but the truth about Jesus and his church which he purchased with his blood.

E. ACTS 8:1-5 – Great persecution arose against the church and disciples were scattered from Jerusalem and they went everywhere preaching the word – Note the example of Philip in verse 5.

F. 1 TIM. 3:1; TITUS 1:5-9 – The Lord’s church needs men who desire the office of an elder and are scripturally qualified.

III. MEN WHO ARE WILLING TO SUFFER TRIALS AND TESTING – 

A. 1 PET. 2:21-24 – The Lord’s church needs men willing to follow in the Lord’s steps. Since Christ suffered and he is our great example then we should not expect a life free from suffering as the servant is not above his master.
B. 2 COR. 11:22-28 – The apostle Paul suffered, and so if Christ and his apostles suffered why do we think we should have a free pass in this life?

C. GEN. 12:1-4 – Abraham was tried and tested by God.  God told Abraham to go and he went – vs. 5 Abraham departed

D. HEB. 11:8-10 – The Hebrew writer gives us insight into the faith and trust Abraham placed in God.  When God told him to do something he obeyed.

E. GEN. 22:1-2 – God tested Abraham by instructing him to sacrifice his son of promise – Isaac.

F. HEB. 11:17-19 – Abraham passed the test of God because of his strong faith.  We need to understand one great principle of God that everything that happens to us God either allows or causes it to happen through his providence.

CONCLUSION – 

God only needs a few good men.

Are you a godly example?

Are you willing to teach?

Are you able to endure suffering, trials, and testing?
