TRUTH – ABOUT OUR FAITH

PSALM 111:10

INTRODUCTION – Whether we recognize it or not we are all people of faith.   The important question is where does your faith lie?  Is your faith in the wisdom and power of God or is your faith in the wisdom and power of men.  

The purpose of our lesson today is to help us determine where we should place our faith.  If we desire to truly be wise it begins with us fearing (respecting) the Lord according to the psalmist – PSALM 111:10 – The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom; A good understanding have all those who do His commandments. His praise endures forever.  Many today would claim their faith is in the wisdom and power of God and yet they refuse to obey his commandments.   To begin to follow the Lord we must fear and obey.   To refuse to do so is to choose to walk after the wisdom of men!!!

THE WISDOM AND POWER OF GOD:

I. PAUL’S PREACHING – Let’s look at the preaching of the apostle Paul and see what he emphasized.

A. 1 COR. 2:1-5 – Paul said he did not come with excellence of speech or of wisdom.   He is simply stating his manner of speaking was not eloquent and his words were not persuasive if viewed by human wisdom (Sophists) of that day and time.   Where did Paul desire for the Christians in Corinth to place their faith?   They only had two choices – in the power and wisdom of God or in the wisdom of men.

B. 1 COR. 1:4-6 – Notice that Paul declared the testimony of Christ to the Corinthians.  It was only thru the teaching of the gospel that men could be saved. ROM. 1:16
C. 2 TIM. 4:1-2 – The message of the apostle Paul was simple.   He instructed Timothy to continue to preach the word.  It and it alone has the message of salvation in Christ.

D. LUKE 24:46-47 – Why did Paul give such instructions to Timothy?  It was because Christ had commissioned his apostles to preach the message of the gospel to all nations.   You cannot do so without preaching the message of the cross.   What did Paul preach?

E. 1 COR. 15:1-11 – Paul faithfully preached the D/B/R of Christ. This is the souls saving message of the gospel.   Many today are guilty of preaching and teaching their own human wisdom instead of preaching the wisdom and power of God.

II. THE WISDOM OF GOD – It had to be revealed as it could not be grasped by human wisdom.   How did this take place?
A. JN. 14:26, 15:26, 16:13 – The wisdom and power of God was made known to the apostles thru the Holy Spirit.  The Holy Spirit is the revealer of truth when it comes to God’s plan of salvation or scheme of redemption. These things did not come from the mind of men but from God.

B. ROM. 16:25-27 – The things revealed by the Holy Spirit were previously unknown to man so they were spoken of as a mystery.   This mystery was revealed and made known to the apostles 

C. COL. 1:26-28 – The mystery revealed that salvation was available to all men – Jew and Gentile alike.

D. EPH. 3:1-5 – Was Paul the source of the knowledge about the mystery of Christ? No, Paul received the words revealed to him by the Holy Spirit.  We can now read these words and understand what God would have us to do to be saved.

E. 2 PET. 1:20-21 – Prophecy never came by the will or wisdom of men it always came as holy men of God were moved by the Holy Spirit. All scripture is inspired (God breathed) every word.   That is why God’s word teaches that man shall not live by bread alone but by every word that comes from the mouth of God. MATT. 4:4
III. THE WISDOM OF MEN – To reject the wisdom and power of God and follow the wisdom of men is foolish indeed according to the scriptures.
A. PSA. 10:4 – The wicked in his pride and arrogance does not seek God.   God is not on his radar screen (in his thoughts).

B. ISA. 55:6-9 – We tend to think that our thoughts and plans are better than God’s.  The scriptures teach us without a doubt our thoughts and our wisdom cannot begin to compare with God.  God is on a different playing field when it comes to wisdom.   We cannot begin to compare!

C. PROV. 1:7 – No matter how smart you may be in the according to the standards of the world, you are a fool if you despise the wisdom and instruction of God. Many today that would be considered wise by the world utterly despise the wisdom of God – creation – Man will only consider answers that do not end with an assumption that it could have been created by God.  In their minds and view this is just not acceptable.
D. ROM. 1:18-22 – Note how Paul described the Gentiles who rejected the wisdom and power of God. They are described as being futile in their thoughts, having foolish hearts, and fools.

E. ACTS 3:13-17 – Look at the results of human wisdom and power.   Homan wisdom rejected Christ and had him put to death.   They thought they were wise (rulers) but they acted in ignorance.
F. MATT. 15:7-9 – Those who trust and follow after human wisdom display that they really have no faith or what faith they have us severely lacking.

CONCLUSION – 

Where is your faith?

Is it in the wisdom and power of men?

Or is it in the wisdom and power of God?   

Do you recognize God’s wisdom? 

Have you received the wisdom and power of God in your life?

