DO WE NEED TO BE THANKFUL?

PSALM 68:19
INTRODUCTION – Many people go through life thinking they have nothing to be thankful for.  Being truly thankful is becoming a lost art in our society today. It is not uncommon today to do some act of kindness toward someone and they do not even express thanks for that which you have so graciously done for them. The scriptures describe the people of God as a thankful people. – READ TEXT – PSA. 68:19 – The psalmist is thankful and realizes that all blessings come from God. We need to learn to pause and take time to truly express our thanks to God for all he has done and continues to do for us.

DO WE NEED TO BE THANKFUL? 
YES!!! Those who receive the blessings of God should be a thankful people. 
I. HOW DO WE RECEIVE THE BLESSINGS OF GOD? God word tells us the secret to truly being blessed.
A. PSA. 40:4 - Trust in the Lord. 

B. PSA. 41:1 – Consider the poor.

C. PSA. 106:3 – Keep justice and do righteousness.

D. PSA. 112:1 – Fear the Lord and delight in his commands.

E. PSA. 119:2 – Keep his testimonies and seek him with our whole heart

F. PROV. 8:32-34 – Keep his ways, walk in them, and listen to him.

G. ACTS 3:26 – We are blessed when we turn from sin and turn to Jesus.

II. WHAT IS OUR RESPONSE TO THESE BLESSINGS? Are we grateful?

A. 1 CHRON. 16:8 – Be thankful…there is nothing worse than an ungrateful person. I.E. – Thank you card for graduation.
B. PSA. 106:1 – We should give thanks for his goodness and mercy. God is so good!!!

C. PSA. 140:13 – Giving thanks should be the natural response of the righteous.

D. COL. 3:15 – Be thankful for all the spiritual blessings we have in Christ and the church which he purchased with this blood. Are we thankful for his sacrifice on our behalf? Be thankful for the peace of God that rules in our hearts as a result of having our sins forgiven.

E. ROM. 1:21 – Note the severe consequences for not being thankful.

III. EXAMPLES – SCRIPTURES OF THOSE WHO WERE THANKFUL - 
A. DAN. 6:10 – Daniel prayed and gave thanks… we might ask for what? He was taken into Babylonian captivity, separated from his family, served at the king’s pleasure, and served kings who were evil men.

B. LUKE 17:11-19 – The Samaritan was the only leper who returned to give thanks when he was cleansed.

C. 2 COR. 2:14 – Paul expressed thanks to God for the victory and triumph he had in Christ. 

D. 1 THESS. 2:13 – Paul thanked God for those who received the word.

E. 2 THESS. 1:3 – Paul was also thankful for those whose faith was growing.

F. 2 TIM. 1:3 – Do we thank God that we are able to serve him with a pure conscience?

CONCLUSION – 

Do you realize that you are blessed? Song “Count Your Many Blessings”

Are you thankful for your blessings?

Do you express your thankfulness?
