DO WE NEED TO LOVE?

1 JOHN 4:7-8

INTRODUCTION – Do we need to love? What does God expect of us? What does Jesus expect of us?  Being a Christian, a disciple of Christ involves many things but one that is very important is that we love – 2 PET. 1:5-8 – Love is a virtue we must add to our faith if we want to be a Christian who bears fruit. 

The purpose of this lesson is to help us understand who we are to love and how we go about demonstrating that love.

DO WE NEED TO LOVE?

I. YES – BUT WHO ARE WE TO LOVE?
A. LOVE THE LORD

a. MATT. 22:36-37 – Jesus teaches us to love God.

b. 1 JN. 5:1 – John wrote by inspiration that loving God means we must also love his Son.

B. LOVE THE BRETHREN
a. JN. 13:34-35 – Jesus made love for our brethren a true test of discipleship. Can people see that we love God by the way we treat our brethren?

b. 1 JN. 3:14 – John declares it is a sign of true spiritual life. What do we exhibit in our lives? A disciple of Jesus must love his brothers and sisters in Christ.
C. LOVE THE LOST
a. JN. 3:16 – We must follow the example of God’s love for those lost in sin.

b. ROM. 5:8 – How did God demonstrate his love for us? 

c. MATT. 9:35-38 – Jesus certainly had compassion for the lost.

d. ROM. 10:1 – Paul certainly had great love for the lost. What did Paul desire?

e. 1 COR. 9:19-22 – This desire was not for his kinsman only but also for the Gentiles. A disciple of Jesus must have a love for those lost in sin. Disciples also must love their families and even their enemies but those would be included in either the category of brethren or the lost.

II. YES – BUT HOW DO WE DEMONSTRATE IT?  ROM. 5:8 – God did – how do we?
A. THROUGH WORSHIP

a. JN. 4:23-24 – When we worship God in spirit and truth we are demonstrating our love for God by submitting to his plan and pattern for doing so.
b. JN. 14:15, 21, 23 – When we love God we will keep his commandments. So when we observe the Lord’s supper, when we sing, when we give as we have prospered, when we pray, when we preach and teach the truth we are demonstrating our love for God and our willingness to submit to his will. 

c. HEB. 10:24-25 – We worship God in two ways first when we come together in the public assemblies. What does your attendance or lack thereof in these assemblies say about your love for God?

d. MATT. 6:6 – The second way we worship is in our private devotions.
B. THROUGH FELLOWSHIP
a. HEB. 10:24-25 – If I am guilty of forsaking the assemblies not only show a lack of love for God but also for my brethren.

b. ACTS 20:7 – We have fellowship with one another when we come together as a church to partake of the Lord’s supper and to receive edification.

c. 1 PET. 4:8-9 – We also demonstrate love for one another when we extend hospitality to our brethren.

C. THROUGH EVANGELISM – There is no better way to show love for the lost!
a. MATT. 18:11-13 – Listen to the teachings of Jesus concerning the lost.
b. MARK 6:34 – Jesus manifested his love for the lost by teaching them. When is the last time you taught someone who was lost God wonderful plan for redeeming and saving their soul?

c. ACTS 8:4 – The early Christian demonstrated their love for God by taking advantage of opportunities to teach others. Are we taking advantage of our opportunities to manifest our love for the souls of others by teaching them the truth?

d. 1 PET. 3:15 – We must be ready to engage in personal evangelism.
e. JN. 1:45-46 – It can be as simple as inviting some one to come and see.
f. ROM. 10:14-15 – We also demonstrate our love for evangelism when we contribute on the first day of the week so we can continue to support evangelists in other areas. So as disciples we demonstrate our love for God when we engage in both personal evangelism and when we give so evangelists can be supported as they preach the gospel whether it is locally or in other areas.

CONCLUSION – 

A true disciple of Jesus loves the Lord, the brethren, and the lost.

A true disciple demonstrates that love. 

Our love can always improve – PHIL. 1:9 - And this I pray, that your love may abound still more and more in knowledge and all discernment,

