DO WE WANT SOMETHING FOR NOTHING?
2 SAMUEL 24:21-25 – TEXT
INTRODUCTION – TEXT – David who was a man after God’s own heart understood the principle that he would not offer to God that which cost him nothing. We understand in our modern society in which we live that it is not very often you actually get something for nothing even though that is exactly what many desire. 

We need to be very careful that we do not allow the desire of the world to obtain something for nothing to effect us negatively in our spiritual life. Is that what we are looking for in regard to our service to the Lord and matters that are spiritual in nature. In other words we want eternal life and the salvation available in Jesus and we begin to think like the world and believe we can have all this and do nothing for the Lord.
The purpose of this lesson is to help us understand that something that is worth having or obtaining always costs us something.

SOMETHING FOR NOTHING – 

I. SALVATION – Did God providing salvation for mankind come without any cost? No there was a cost involved!
A. EPH. 3:1-9 – God’s plan for saving man is eternal, it was not just some spur of the moment decision.

B. 1 PET. 1:10-12 – The prophets of old knew of this salvation and that it was associated with Christ of whom they prophesied.

C. MATT. 1:21 – The salvation that god conceived is associated with Jesus. He was born to be the Savior in god’s plan for redeeming man.

D. MATT. 26:28 – Was this salvation made available at no cost? Tion is only available.  No, Jesus shed his blood for the remission of our sins.
E. ACTS 4:12 – As a result of Jesus shedding his blood salvation through his name only was made possible for mankind.

F. ROM. 6:17-18 – Through the sacrifice of Christ and the shedding of his blood we are delivered from the bondage of sin.

G. EPH. 1:7 – For salvation and the grace of God to be available required the sacrifice of Jesus and his blood. Not just any blood would do – I.E. – bulls and goats

H. 1 PET. 1:18-19 – The cost was much more than could be paid by silver or gold. So the idea that salvation is something we get that cost absolutely nothing is patently false!

II. CHURCH – What was the cost of the church being established?

A. MATT. 16:18 – Jesus promised to build one church - his church. Can you build anything without incurring costs? No, it is impossible.

B. ACTS 2:47 – We note that the saved are added to this church – the one true church that Jesus promised to build. 
C. ACTS 20:28 – What price was paid for the church to be established? It cost Christ his life and the shedding of his blood.

D. EPH. 2:12-19 – Who has the opportunity to be fellow citizens in the kingdom as members of the body of Christ? The answer is all men

E. EPH. 1:22-23 – Christ now reigns and rules as head over all things to the church which is his body. How? He paid the price to be in this position of preeminence.

III. SERVICE – We desire the salvation available in Christ and we desire the fellowship we can have with our brethren and Christ in his church but what are we giving in service to the Lord? We must be careful that we do not adopt the attitude of the world and desire something for nothing? We want all the benefits but what are we willing to sacrifice to serve God. We need to be careful that we do not develop the attitude that we will serve God as long as it costs us nothing.
A. LUKE 18:29 – Do we place the value of family and friends above the kingdom/church? Jesus assures us whatever sacrifices we make will surely be worth it all. Thank you to visitors that while you are here you do not neglect your service to the Lord. Are we sometimes guilty of placing family and friends above our loyalty to God? Are we offering to God that which costs us nothing?
B. 1 TIM. 4:8 – Paul instructs Timothy that bodily exercise has some profit but its profit is not to be placed above godliness. This can become a problem with recreational sports whether they or individual or team oriented. I.E. – Coach - Religious conflict excused. We must be careful to not allow recreational sports or hobbies to interfere with our service to God. Why?

C. EPH. 6:7 – We must make a decision as to whom we will serve God or man. Whom do you serve? What do your choices exhibit to others about where your priorities stand?

D. REV. 2:19 – You do not answer to me but you will answer to God. If Jesus were to speak to you today what would he say? The same thing he said to Christians in the first century – “I know your works, love, service, faith” Would he be pleased with us?
E. JOSH. 24:14-25 – Joshua warned the people about the danger of serving the gods of this world. As a Christian you made a covenant with God to follow his Son and serve him all the days of your life – How are you doing?
CONCLUSION – 

Are we guilty of trying to offer to God that which costs us nothing?

When we became Christians we agreed to serve the Lord!

Are we living up to our promise?
