DO YOU POSSESS GOOD PEOPLE SKILLS

PROVERBS 17:17
INTRODUCTION – In our society today communication is very important and we have a multitude of ways to communicate with others. We use cell phones, text, emails, twitter, and facebook. Many books have been written about how to make friends and influence people. 

Even though we realize the importance of communication there is also a growing trend to depersonalize our communication with others – I.E. – It is not uncommon to see a group of people sitting in the same room and instead of carrying on a conversation they are texting each other. We must remember as Christians the importance of communicating and verbalizing our feelings to others in person. It is vital for the growth and progress of the church for Christians to develop good people skills. The purpose of this lesson is to look at the things taught to us in the word of God that will certainly help us when it comes to this vital area of our life.

GOOD PEOPLE SKILLS – 
Let’s look at the wisdom revealed to us in the word of God!
I. LEARN TO BE FRIENDLY – 

A. PROV. 18:24 - If we desire to have friends then we must be able to be friendly. As a Christians are you friendly? Do you strive to greet our visitors and make then feel welcome? At the last amen is it like a jail break for the door? Do you take time to introduce your self to others?

II. LEARN TO BE SELF-LESS – Do you have the ability to put others ahead of your self?
A. PHIL. 2:4 – We must learn to look out for the interest of others as well as ourselves. Do we take the time to check on somebody – surgery – treatment etc? Maybe they could use a meal that would be provided for them. Maybe they just need encouraging.
III. TREAT OTHERS PROPERLY – Treat them better than you want to be treated.
A. PHIL. 2:3 – Esteem others better than your self

B. ROM. 12:10 – Treat people honorably be willing to give them preference. Do you give your brethren preference? I.E. – Singing, get together at the park, or party for the younger people etc, Hospitality is being extended – Do you gratefully receive it or reject it?

IV. PRECEDE CRITICISM WITH PRAISE – 

A. PROV. 12:18 – Praise properly worded will often bring about better results than constant criticism. How many people like to be criticized? None of us like it but it is at times necessary.
V. LOOK BEYOND OUTWARD APPEARANCE – Do not make premature judgments.
A. 1 SAM. 16:7 – Have you heard the old saying do not judge a book by its cover? The Lord looks on the heart. We need to remember that all men are made in the image of God so do not be hasty in rushing to judgment based on physical appearance.

VI. DO NOT SAY EVERYTHING YOU THINK – Use discretion.
A. PROV. 29:11 – Learn to exercise self discipline and control your speech. Remember the warning of James about the tongue being a little member and boast great things…see how great a forest a little fire kindles.

VII. BE WILLING TO LISTEN AND TAKE ADVICE – Do not be a know it all – I.E. – youth
A. PROV. 15:22 – We need to learn to listen to wise counsel.

B. PROV. 24:6 – Be willing to heed wise advice.
VIII. BE WILLING TO ADMIT WHEN YOU ARE WRONG – None of us are perfect so be willing to admit when we are wrong.
A. PROV. 28:13 – We need to understand we cannot cover up our choices in this life. Have you ever made mistakes in regard to relationships – poor choices that you regretted?

IX. BE SLOW TO ANGER – Control your temper. Do not stir up trouble!
A. PROV. 15:18 – If you control your temper you will be able to calm contention.

X. BE ABLE TO GIVE A GENTLE ANSWER – Pause, stop and reflect about what you are about to say.
A. PROV. 15:1 – As soft answer turns away wrath.

B. PROV. 15:23 – Do not be guilty of throwing fuel on the fire - 
CONCLUSION – 

Do you possess good people skills?

Are you a faithful friend?

Are you a friend of God?
