JESUS – WHAT A FRIEND
JOHN 15:9-17

INTRODUCTION – It has been said that friendship is the cement that holds the world together. Life would not be nearly as enjoyable if we had no friends. Everyone  wants to think they have at least one friend.

Why do you consider friendship so important?


A friend is one who is your ally in trouble.

A friend is one to whom you can tell your troubles and deepest secrets without fear of having then revealed.

A friend is someone you trust.

A friend is one who likes you because you are you and not for what they can get from you.

A friend is one who knows all about you and  still likes you.

So it is perfectly appropriate to think of Jesus as our best friend because he knows all about us and still cares for us.

The purpose of this lesson is for us to understand – what a friend we have in Jesus.

JESUS – WHAT A FRIEND

I. ON EARTH JESUS WAS A FRIEND TO ALL – 
A. MATT. 19:13-15 – Jesus was a friend to children.

B. MATT. 18:1-4 – Jesus used children as examples in his teachings about the attitude we need to come to God.

C. MATT. 11:1-5 – Jesus was a friend to the poor. 

D. 2 COR. 8:9 - This was proof of his Messiah ship since he emptied himself and became poor to save the poor.

E. MATT. 14:13-14 – Jesus was a friend to the sick even when he wanted to take some time to rest he always found time for those who were sick.
F. LUKE 7:34 – He was a friend ti tax collectors and sinners.

G. MATT. 28:19 – Jesus wanted the good news preached to all nations.

II. JESUS IS A FRIEND TO SINNERS – 

A. ROM. 5:6-8 – Jesus willingly laid down his life for the ungodly – that included you and me.

B. JN. 1:29 – Notice what John understood about Jesus.

C. 1 PET. 1:18-19 – The good news was preached to those lost in sin. The good news is that Jesus died for us paying the redemption price for our sins.

D. ROM. 1:16 – This was the gospel message that Paul declared he was not ashamed to proclaim.

E. ACTS 13:38 – Through Jesus the forgiveness of sins is preached..

F. ACTS 2:36-38 – We too can have forgiveness if we obey.

G. HEB. 4:15 – A friend loves you in spite of your weaknesses. Jesus is a friend who can sympathize with us since he was tempted just as we are.
III. JESUS CALLS US TO BE HIS FRIENDS – 

A. MATT. 11:28-30 – Jesus calls all men to be his friend.

B. MARK 16:15 – Jesus thru the gospel calls every person of every race and nationality to be his friend.

C. 1 TIM. 2:4 – Jesus desires for all men to be saved.

D. JN. 15:13-14 – Jesus extends friendship and asks for one thing in return.

E. LUKE 6:46 – Jesus cannot be our friend if we do not obey the things he says for us to do.

IV. HOW DO WE BECOME THE FRIEND OF JESUS?
A. JN. 8:24 – We must believe that Jesus is the Son of God – that he is the Messiah – the anointed one

B. LUKE 13:3 – We must repent and turn away from sin and turn to Jesus as our friend whom we will follow.

C. MATT. 10:32 – We must confess Jesus as the Son of God and acknowledge that he is our friend.

D. ACTS 22:16 – Ananais told Saul what he must do in order to have his sins washed away and become a friend of Jesus.

E. REV. 2:10 – We must be a faithful friend to Jesus as long as we live!!!

CONCLUSION – 

Is Jesus your friend? 

Will you accept the friendship offered by Jesus?

There’s not a friend like the lowly Jesus – No not one!
