COMMITMENT

MATTHEW 16:24 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – As Christians we need lessons on commitment periodical as they serve to encourage us to grow and continue in the faith. As Christians when we made our confession of faith in Jesus Christ were stating for everyone to hear that I am committed to the Lord and his cause.

Commitment – to entrust, to commit, the act of pledging, obligating and engaging oneself for a distinctive purpose.

Commitment is the answer to the question we often ask ourselves, “Why are more Christians not involved.

Commitment to Christ requires certain guidelines to be followed:

1. Involvement – Golden Rule – LUKE 6:31 - And just as you want men to do to you, you also do to them likewise.  NKJV

2. Distinctive Living – We must be different from the world. – 1 JN. 2:15 - Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him.  NKJV – Our commitment as Christians is not to this world but to Jesus our Lord and Savior.

3. Going on to perfection – PHIL. 3:12-15 - Not that I have already attained, or am already perfected; but I press on, that I may lay hold of that for which Christ Jesus has also laid hold of me. 13 Brethren, I do not count myself to have apprehended; but one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind and reaching forward to those things which are ahead, 14 I press toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. 15 Therefore let us, as many as are mature, have this mind; and if in anything you think otherwise, God will reveal even this to you.   NKJV

Success in any endeavor is determined by how committed one is.  Adversity will come and when we are faced with it we will question why put forth all this effort and give up.

I.E. – Dieting weight watchers – They are selling commitment.  Sports world is full of examples of commitment –Michael Phelps – Olympic - swimming. We seem to understand commitment in all these areas. We need commitment in our marriages.  We need commitment to our jobs.
The most important area of commitment is in our spiritual life – our commitment to Jesus Christ.  Let us look at the words of Jesus and see what he has to say about his important subject – MATT. 16:24 - Then Jesus said to His disciples, "If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me.    NKJV 

Jesus is speaking of the degree of devotion and commitment we should have.  It involves denying self, taking up our cross, and following him.

1. JESUS DEMANDS COMMITMENT FROM US – 

a. Jesus is our example to follow in regard to commitment

i. PHIL. 2: 5-11 – Jesus leads the way and sets the example we must follow – “Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus.”

ii. 2 COR. 8:9 – Jesus was rich but he became poor – sacrifice is involved in commitment.

iii. JN. 6:38 – Jesus did the will of the Father – We stand ready and willing to do the will of teachers, coaches, band instructors, bosses at work etc   Why?  The answer is commitment.

iv. LUKE 9:57-62 – Is following Jesus a priority for us?  If not then we are not fulfilling the most important commitment we have in this life.  Have we put our hand to the plow yet we are looking back?  Following Jesus has to be our top priority!

v. REV. 3:14-16 – What was the reaction of Jesus to lukewarm followers?  He was repulsed, it made him sick.

2. GOD’S WORD ON COMMITMENT – 

a. MATT. 22:34-40 – Love God with all your heart, soul and mind and your neighbor as yourself.

b. 2 PET. 1:5-8 – We must, “give diligence to add to your faith” these are fundamentals we must possess – WHY? – vs. 10 – So we will not fall and our calling and election can be sure.

c. 1 COR. 15:58 – Be steadfast unmovable, abounding in the wok of the Lord.

d. 1 TIM. 6:17-19 – Do not be committed to the uncertain riches of this world – vs. 7 - but rather be committed to being rich in good works.

e. ROM. 12:1-2 – This is a stirring challenge from the word of God to Christians.

i. It’s motive – “the mercies of God.”

ii. It is total - both body and mind.

iii. It is practical – “reasonable service”

3. ESSENTIALS TO COMMITMENT – 

a. ROM. 1:15 – A ready and willing mind.  Everything we do in our relationship to God and Jesus Christ is voluntary.  We are free will beings.

b. 2 SAM. 24:24- A willingness to sacrifice, notice David’s response, I will not offer unto the Lord that which cost me nothing.

c. MAL. 1:6-8, 13-14 – A willingness to give God our very best – inferior service to God is an insult to him.  Don’t we sometimes save our best service for our job, our boss, our company, our school, our team or whatever activity in which we are involved?  We are content to give God the leftovers.

d. MATT. 6:33 – God has first place or no place – we need to put spiritual things first in our lives.

e. ROM. 8:18 – Nothing in this life can be compared to the reward that awaits those truly committed to Christ – it is the reward of heaven.  We will be joint heirs with Christ.

CONCLUSION – Jesus said in LUKE 9:62 - And Jesus said unto him, No man, having put his hand to the plough, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God.

If you are looking back you are useless – be committed keep your eyes on Jesus.

HEB. 10:38-39 - Now the just shall live by faith; But if anyone draws back, My soul has no pleasure in him."  39 But we are not of those who draw back to perdition, but of those who believe to the saving of the soul. 

We need to commit to living by faith and not draw back – we must be steadfast unmovable and abound in the work of the Lord.

