FRIENDSHIP WITH JESUS

JOHN 15:12-17 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – We have just concluded a gospel meeting where we studied different events in the life of Christ.  The effect of such a study should bring us closer to Christ if we have a relationship with him and if we do not have a relationship it should serve to make us consider the things we are missing by not being a friend of Christ.

In the physical realm we all like to have friends, but we must realize in the world we live in there are different levels of friendship casual acquaintances, associates, close associates, friends such as neighbors and intimate friends those with whom we have a very close personal relationship.

The most important relationship we can have in a spiritual sense is to be a friend with Jesus. JN. 15:12-17 – This is what Jesus teaches in regard to being his friend
In the times of the patriarchs Abraham was called the friend of God – JAMES 2:23.  We might ask why Abraham was called the friend of God: Abraham believed in God – Abraham was justified before God by his faith, which counted him as righteous.  
Examples in life of Abraham:
Abraham had faith in God – HEB. 11:17-19 – Willing to sacrifice his son – Isaac.

Abraham was obedient to God – HEB. 11:8 – He left Ur his homeland when God told him to do so.  Abraham was the friend of God because he believed, had faith, and was obedient!  We must do the same if we desire to enjoy the friendship of Christ
In our text - JN. 15:12-17 – Christ identifies different aspects of friendship.  We want to study those aspects of friendship in our lesson today.

FRIENDSHIP WITH JESUS – 

1. DEVOTED AS A FRIEND – JN. 15:13
A. 1 TIM. 2:5-6 – Jesus is so devoted to you and me that he gave his life for you and me – Jesus is our ransom – a redemption price.
i. Question – What have we sacrificed to serve him?  
ii. What have we given up to show our devotion to him?
B. LUKE 22:40-44 – Giving his life was not something that just happened, Jesus was devoted to carrying out the plan of God.  

i. Question – Are we devoted to carrying out God’s plan for our life as revealed by Christ in the NT. – COL. 3:17
C. EPH. 1:4-7 – God predetermined or predestined that thru the shedding of Jesus blood (the redemption price) we could obtain the forgiveness of our sins and be adopted as His children.

i. God made plans so we could be saved.  He made them ahead of time.  What about us?  
ii. Do we make plans ahead of time for serving God?
D. JN. 14:15-18 – Notice the concern and devotion Jesus had for his apostles.

i. How concerned are we about others?
E. APPLICATIONS – 
i. Friendship is a two way street – give and take.
ii. We take all the spiritual blessings in Christ – forgiveness of sins, prayer, fellowship with our brothers and sisters in Christ, salvation, hope of eternal life.
iii. What do we give?  How devoted are we to Christ?  
iv. A friend is someone you can count on.  Can Christ count on you? Are you a dependable trustworthy friend?
2. TREATS US AS A FRIEND – JN. 15:15
A. JN. 15:15 – Jesus did not keep any secrets from us.  It is one thing to consider someone a friend it is something else to treat them as a friend.  Some people who say they are friends yet they talk behind someone’s back and intentionally do things that would hurt the person they call a friend.  Jesus has told us everything the Father revealed to him.

i. Question – Do we try to keep some things in our lives a secret from Jesus? 
ii. Are we honest with him about the condition of our soul?
B. JN. 11:11-13, 32-40 – Jesus had compassion, he loved his friend Lazarus and so he treated Lazarus as a friend.  Jesus did all that he could do for him.  Jesus has done all he can do for us also in regard to being the sacrifice for our sins so that we might be able to overcome death.

i. Question – Do we do all we can for our friend Jesus? Best effort

ii. Do we do as little as we can for Jesus? Minimal service
C. LUKE 12:4 – Jesus tells his disciples to not be afraid of them that can kill the body for they cannot harm your soul.  In verse 15b we see that Jesus friendship is not superficial because he told them the truth.  Everything he was privileged to know from the Father he told to his disciples.  He did not keep anything back we needed to know in regard to our salvation.  This just does not happen often today in the world we live in. I.E. – Citizen of the U.S.- Military
i. Jesus tells us the truth!!!  Do we follow the truth or do we want to change the truth to make it convenient for us?
D. PROV. 17:17 – Jesus is truly a friend that loves us at all times.  Not a fair weather friend. Jesus loves us at all stages of our growth and even when we fail he still loves us.  He loves us even if we reject him and his word.

i. Jesus loves us at all times.  Do we love him?  We manifest our love and that we value his friendship by keeping his commandments.
3. HELPS US AS A FRIEND –  JN. 15:16
A. JN. 15:16 – Jesus is there for us – in any situation at any hour in the midst of any problem we face Jesus is there for us.  A friend is willing to grant a request that is within their power.
i. Do we ask Jesus for help?  Or do we seek help from other sources?
B. LUKE 11:5-10 – Jesus is never out of town – never too busy – never places us on hold. Jesus is there for us but we must ask.

i. Who do you go to when the going gets rough? 
ii. Do you only pray in a pinch?
C. GAL. 4:16 – Paul asked the Galatians “Am I your enemy because I tell you the truth?”  Jesus thru His word tells us the truth as only a friend can.  There are some things only a close friend can tell a person. Jesus tells us the truth about our sin, about the condition of our soul and about salvation that is available in Him alone – ACTS 4:12
D. LUKE 15:17-24 – Jesus never lets us down and he never turns his back on us even when we wander away He is there looking and waiting for us to come back.

4. ARE YOU THE FRIEND OF JESUS? JN 15:14
A. JAMES 4:4 – The choice of being a friend with Jesus is up to us?  It is determined by our obedience to Christ.
i. The choice is simple either being a friend of world or being a friend with the Son of God.
B. HEB. 5:8-9 – Jesus is the author of eternal salvation to all those who obey him?

i. Jesus treats us as a friend.  How do we treat him?
ii. As Christians we expect certain things from God – we expect forgiveness when we repent and confess our sins - we expect for Him to be there when we need Him, but what can God expect from us?

iii. Can He expect faithfulness in attendance, faithful in our prayer life or just when we are in a jam, faithful in our giving or just whatever we have left over, faithful in our living and the example we set?  

C. PROV. 18:24 – If you are in Christ you have a friend that will stick closer than a brother

CONCLUSION – 

Do you have the relationship Christ wants you to have with him?  

Are you a friend of Jesus?
You can be as close a friend to Jesus as you choose to be.  

Are you willing to put him first in your life today?

