ATTITUDE TOWARD TIME

2 SAMUEL 11:1

INTRODUCTION – We are currently studying a series of lessons on attitudes. Today in our lesson we will examine the exhortations from God’s word concerning time. It is quite natural for us to consider time as we close out the old year and bring in the new.

TEXT – 2 SAM. 11:1 – It was the beginning of a new year and it was time for kings to go to battle. Did the choices David make about how to use his time have any significance? Yes, we later see that David was in the wrong place at the wrong time. We want to open our bibles and study the exhortations given to us concerning time and its usage in the word of God.

There could be no better way to start the New Year than to consider the way we will use our time in 2014.

ATTITUDE TOWARD TIME - 

I. LIMITED BY TIME – An important principle we must recognize as we begin our study is the fact that we are limited by time.

A. PSA. 89:47 – Our life is limited by time and we need to realize that our time is short especially when compared to eternity.

B. ECCL. 3:1-11 – There is a time and purpose for everything as we go thru our life as the wise man instructs us.

C. EPH. 5:16-17 – Paul exhorts the brethren at Ephesus to redeem the time – why? Because the days are evil and they are limited.  We only have a limited amount of time to spend in this life and after that that there is eternity. How do you use your time – I.E. – Average number of text messages a day for persons under age 25 is 120.  In order to read and respond to these texts using only a minute comes to 4 hours a day.

D. HEB. 5:12 – We are limited by time to learn to teach others.  We only have so long – are you there yet? If not why not?

E. 2 TIM. 2:2 – We also only have a limited time to teach others once we learn how to teach.

F. JAMES 4:14 – James teaches us that life is like a vapor that only lasts for a little time. 

II. THE PURPOSE OF TIME – Is to allow us to prepare and be ready to redeem the time.  To use it wisely and effectively

A. COL. 4:5 – Do we walk in wisdom toward those who are without redeeming the time? DEFINITION – redeem – To buy up.

B. 1 COR. 6:20 – Life is a precious gift from God; it is a priceless privilege from our loving creator to his creation. God gave us life to honor and glorify his son not just to use it as we please and disregard all his instructions to us.

C. ROM. 14:12 – We can choose to live life as we please and ignore the word of God but we will give an account of how we used our time in this life.

D. MATT. 25:1-13 – We must make the proper choices in regard to our opportunities. Do you take advantage of the opportunities to serve God in this life or do you squander them?

E. MATT. 25:14-19 – They had different abilities and different amounts of money but they all had the same amount of time. Note the master came to settle the accounts – he wanted to know how they had used their time.

III. HOW SHOULD WE USE OUR TIME?
A. JAMES 4:6-7 – To submit to God and to draw near to him.  As you live your life are you drawing nearer to God or getting farther away from him? What about last year?  What about this year?

B. MATT. 7:21-23 – Not just to acknowledge Jesus as Lord but to obey him and do the will of God.

C. JN. 8:31-32 – We should use our time to continue (abide) in his word so the truth can continue to set us free from sin.

D. 1 PET. 1:22-23 – To purify my soul.  How do we go about doing that? By obeying the truth each and every day of this year.

E. PROV. 23:23 – To buy or invest in the truth and do not sell it. In order to hold onto the truth we must be lovers of the truth. I.E. –If you invest some money in a company and it brings great dividends what will you do with that information – share it with others. Do not spend your time invest it!!!
F. ROM. 12:1-2 – We should use our time to be a good example. It is our reasonable service to do things that are good, moral, honest and to act with integrity.

G. 2 TIM. 4:6-8 – Why will I choose to use my time in these ways? So we can say with the apostle Paul – when the time of our departure us at hand that we too have fought the good fight, we have finished the race, and we have kept the faith so we know the reward awaits us – the crown of righteousness.

CONCLUSION – 

We are limited by time – HEB. 9:27

Are we prepared? Are we ready?

How do you use your time? 2 COR. 6:2 - For He says: "In an acceptable time I have heard you, And in the day of salvation I have helped you." Behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation. 

