ATTITUDE TOWARD FALSE TEACHERS

MATTHEW 28:18-20 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – The foundation of the religion of Christ is teaching the soul savings message of truth revealed in the gospel.  One cannot become a Christian without being taught the truth.  False teaching attacks the very heart of the cause of Christ.

No matter how pious or devout an individual may be, he cannot be pleasing to God while teaching or following that which is false – GAL. 1:6-9.

What does poison do to our physical body if it is ingested, if we take it into our system?  The answer is quite simple it will kill us.  The comparison is that what poison does to the physical body, false teaching does to our soul.  Yet oftentimes people willingly poison the most precious possession given to them by God – soul by taking heed to false teachers and their damnable doctrines.  Should we be amazed when false teaching arises?  No the Bible warns us to be prepared to face false teaching when it arrives.

ATTITUDE TOWARD FALSE TEACHERS – 

I. NEW TESTAMENT WARNINGS – 

A. MATT. 7:15-23 – Christ warned of false prophets

B. ACTS 20:28-32 – Apostles warned of false teachers among the elders.

C. 1 TIM. 4:1-3 – Some shall depart from the faith – Why did they depart? They gave heed to seducing spirits and doctrines of devils.

D. 2 TIM. 4:1-4 – They want teachers who will tickle their ears – they turn their ears away from the truth and turn to fables. 

E. 2 PET. 2:1 – There will be false teachers among us – Are there any out there today?

F. 1 JN. 2:18-23 – The anti-Christ is identified as anyone who denies the truth that Jesus is the Christ.

II. WE MUST BE ABLE TO IDENTIFY FALSE TEACHING –

A. JN. 17:17 – The word of God is truth and anything contrary to it is error.
B. 1 JN. 4:1 – Try the spirits, how do we do this by examining what is taught with the word of God.
C. ACTS 17:11 – That is what the Bereans did, they did not just accept the teaching of Paul and Silas blindly.
D. 1 THESS. 5:21 – How do we prove if something is good – by the book the BIBLE
E. REV. 2:2 – Christ commended the church at Ephesus for trying some who said they were apostles and found them to be liars.
F. ACTS 18:25-26 – The attitude of most is that we should just overlook error. That was not the attitude of Aquila and Priscilla they pointed out to Apollos his error and taught him the way of the Lord more perfectly.
G. 2 TIM. 2:15 – There is no substitute for study, by knowing the word of God we can recognize error when it is taught.

H. JUDE 3 – By knowing the word of God we can expose error when confronted with it.

III. THE CHRISTIAN’S ATTITUDE TOWARD FALSE TEACHERS AND THEIR TEACHING INVOLVES:
A. GAL. 1:6-9 – Understanding the seriousness of the consequences – that all of its teachers and followers are to be accursed – MATT. 15:14 – “Let them alone; they be blind leaders of the blind and if the blind lead the blind both shall fall in the ditch.”
B. REV. 22:18-19 – God does not overlook false teaching, as it is high rebellion against God.

C. ISA. 55:8-9 – A hypocrite may teach truth and save someone, but no one can teach error and save someone because error does not save!

D. EPH. 5:11-12 – Have no fellowship with the false teacher or his doctrines, instead reprove them – convict them.

E. 2 TIM. 2:16-18 – Paul exposed both the false teachers and their false teaching

F. 2 TIM. 2:24-26 – Plead with those involved (those who oppose themselves) to repent.

G. ROM. 16:17-18 – We must be willing to mark those who persist and avoid them.

CONCLUSION – Do we sometimes let things slide in regard to false teachers and teaching because we know the person and think highly of them.  We need to always maintain the highest regard for God and his holy word.  Do you have the proper attitude? If not correct it today – if we are to have the proper attitude toward false teaching and teachers we must first have the proper attitude toward the word of God.  Only by following truth can we be pleasing to God.

