ATTITUDE TOWARD POSSESSIONS

MATTHEW 19:16-22 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – What is our attitude when it comes to matters of stewardship regarding personal possessions?  We must be careful to not have the attitude of the world that he who dies with the most toys wins or get all you can, can all you get and sit on the can.  Notice the rich young ruler was inquisitive about eternal life he wanted to know what the requirements were to gain it.  He came to the right source – Jesus – but he quickly found out you must have the right attitude toward your possessions in order to receive eternal life.

Jesus wants us to be totally committed to him and that commitment include us having the right attitude toward our possessions.  The rich young ruler was not willing to make this total commitment because he had the wrong attitude toward his possessions. How about you and me? Do we have the right attitude toward possessions?  Do we possess the right mental concept regarding our possessions and our stewardship of these possessions?  The rich young man went away sorrowful because he was not willing to use his possessions wisely.  Are we totally committed to Christ and that includes our possessions?

WHAT IS THE CORRECT AND PROPER ATTITUDE T0 OUR POSSESSIONS?

I. GOD GIVEN – 

A. JAMES 1:17 – Every good and perfect gift comes from God.  Man is too cocky he thinks too highly of himself.

B. ACTS 17:22-28 – God is the original source of all things to man.  God created light by which plants – crops can grow.  God gave man hands to work with and the ability to think.  All the technological advances available to us today are there because God gave man the ability to think and reason.

C. MATT. 6:25-32 – God knows what we need and he will provide it for us.

II. GENEROUS – 

A. ACTS 4:32-37 – The first century Christians surely did recognize the importance and need to be generous and express their love for others.

B. 2 COR. 8:1-5 – Why did they have this generous attitude about giving - they had first gave themselves to the Lord they understood the first priority of being a Christian was committing everything to God.  They sacrificed by giving to the Lord while they were living.

C. MARK 12:41-44 – The poor widow was truly generous but the rich cast into the treasury out of their abundance.  It was no sacrifice whatsoever on their part.  Sacrificial giving is the type that pleases God.  When was the last time we gave to God in such a way that it was truly a sacrifice for us to do so?  Not an inconvenience but a sacrifice.

D. LUKE 12:15 – God does not consider the people who have an abundance of possessions as being those who are happy and successful.  We have been sold a bill of goods by the world and it tells us that we should want our children to have it better than we did and we are just talking about in the sense of worldly possessions.  We must remember that Satan is deceptive.

III. WE CAN CARRY NOTHING WITH US – 

A. 1 TIM. 6:6-8 – Regardless of how many possessions one has when he dies they will all remain behind.

B. LUKE 12:16-21 – Parable of the rich man.  Look at all he had and all he planned to do with it.  Where should he have put his trust in himself or in God?  

C. LUKE  16:19-25 – The Pharaoh’s used to bury their wealth and treasures with them so they would be rich in the next world.  The Bible clearly teaches that the rich man carried nothing with him to the realm of the dead.

D. 1 PET. 2:9-11 – Peter clearly states we are to abstain from lusts because we are strangers and pilgrims in this world.  Some Christian’s hoard and store up possessions to the point that you would not view them as pilgrims and strangers in this world.  We sing the song “Here we are but straying pilgrims” and we sing “his world is not my home I’m just a passing thru my treasures are laid up somewhere beyond the blue.”

IV. INVEST THEM FOR ETERNITY – 

A. MATT. 6:19-21 – This is what Jesus taught very plainly so hopefully we cannot miss the point about the importance of using our possessions for spiritual gain.

B. COL. 3:1-2 – Paul by inspiration commands Christians to set their affections on the things above not on the things of the earth.  We have to get our attitude right about the physical carnal things of this world and really come to the point where we see the importance of spiritual and eternal matters.

C. 1 TIM. 6:17-19 – We need to have the type of attitude so that we will use our possessions in such a way that we can be rich in good works.  We are blessed immensely in the country in which we live we are rich by the standards of the world, but are we rich in good works and laying up in store a good foundation one that will lead to eternal life.

D. 2 PET. 3:10-13 – On judgment day the earth and all the works therein shall be burned up they will be dissolved what will matter then will be if we have lived a holy and godly life.  That is something we cannot do if we do not have the correct and proper attitude toward our possessions.

CONCLUSION – Do you have the correct and proper attitude toward your possessions?  Do not lose your soul over the things of this world – MATT. 16:26 – “What is a man profited if he shall gain the whole world and lose his own soul?  Or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul?”

