ATTITUDE TOWARD THE LORD’S SUPPER

1 CORINTHIANS 11:23-30 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – In the past few weeks we have been studying the importance of having the right attitude.  Today in our lesson we want to study the importance of our attitude toward the Lord’s Supper.  In regard to sacrifice in worship we had a wonderful lesson presented to us by brother Carl Wednesday night in regard to sacrifice in worship. Many think that worship is all about us and how we feel when we leave a service. They fail to consider that worship is something we offer to God – worship is first and foremost for God – Note the examples in the scriptures 
GEN. 8:20-21 – Noah offered God worship which is something he enjoyed. 
GEN. 22:5-8 - Sacrifice is connected to worship.

EPH. 5:2 – If we are to worship God in spirit and truth today then we must remember the sacrifice of Jesus. 

We might say how can we not understand the significance of worship?  Simple answer is that we have the wrong attitude in regard to the worship we offer to God. Since we are commanded to worship in spirit and truth it is important that we not only understand what we are instructed and have examples of disciples doing but that as we partake of the Lord’s supper on the first day of the week, that we do so with the proper attitude.

ATTITUDE TOWARD THE LORD’S SUPPER – What should my attitude be toward the Lord’s Supper?
I. COMMEMORATION – That is it a commemoration or memorial.  Men for many different reasons have built monuments or memorials.   Some honor great men such as the Washington and Lincoln Memorials.  Some honor great kings such as the Pyramids in Egypt.  These all originated with men and will not always endure.  But they serve to remind us of their great accomplishments while they lived. What did Christ accomplish for us?

A. JN. 3:16 – The true meaning of the Lord’s Supper is summed up by the love of God and his willingness to send his only Son therefore the Lord’s Supper is a monument to that love.  It commemorates God’s love for us! 

B. 1 PET. 2:21-25 – Jesus loves us as a shepherd does his sheep. He bore our sins on the cross.

C. LUKE 22:19-20 – Christ instituted this supper so we would remember his body, which he gave for us and the blood, which he shed for us.

D. HEB. 2:9 – Jesus tasted death for everyone – Jesus died for you and he died for me!  We sing the song there was one who was willing to die in my stead that a soul so unworthy might live and path to the cross he was willing to tread all the sins of my life to forgive – they are nailed to the cross, they are nailed to the cross.

II. PROCLAMATION – We proclaim to the world that we believe that Jesus died was buried and then arose – D/B/R
A. 1 COR. 11:26 – Newer translations such as the NKJ or NAS translate the word show – proclaim.  We need to understand the importance of our attitude in proclaiming the Lord’s death till he comes.  We are stating that we truly believe that Jesus died – he was buried and then on the 3rd day arose from the dead.  Every time we partake we need to understand what we are proclaiming.  If that is what we are proclaiming then what should be our attitude toward how we live?

B. ISA. 61:1 – Messianic prophesy concerning Jesus setting us free from sin.  We are free from sin because of what Jesus did for us on Calvary.

C. MATT. 26:28 – By taking the Lord’s Supper we proclaim that we are free from the curse of sin because of the blood of Jesus.  His blood was shed for the remission of sins.
III. ANTICIPATION – Are you ready to worship God today? Do we really partake with anticipation eagerly looking forward to the 2nd coming of Jesus or do we do so with dread.

A. HEB. 9:28 – Christ is going to come again. When he came the first time he dealt with sin and was the sacrifice for sin but this time he is coming for the purpose of salvation to those who eagerly desire his return.

B. PHIL. 3:20-21 – As Christians our citizenship is in heaven and that is why we can eagerly anticipate his return, but is that really our attitude?

C. 2 PET. 3:10-12 – Do we really look forward to a new dwelling place?

D. REV. 22:20 – Can we say with the apostle John, “Come Lord Jesus.”

IV. EXAMINATION – We need to individually examine our self.

A. 1 COR. 11:28 – Although the Lord’s Supper is done in the assembly it is and individual act.   Only I can search my heart, you must search your heart we know our attitude our inner most feelings.

B. 2 COR. 13:5 – What is my attitude at the time I am about to partake of the Lord’s Supper.  Am I in the faith?

C. PSA. 26:1-2 – If we really examine our self it must be done daily not just when we are about to partake of the Lord’s Supper.

D. 1 COR. 11:17-22 – Did the Corinthians have the right attitude toward the Lord’s Supper?  Obviously not that is why Paul is admonishing them.  If Paul were present today would he admonish us for the attitude we have toward the Lord’s Supper.

V. COMMUNION – An opportunity to have fellowship (share, partnership) with God and his Son.

A. 1 COR. 10:14-22 – Whom do we have fellowship with the Lord or the devil.  Do not be a hypocrite.

B. JAMES 1:21-22 – We need to be actually doers of the word to commune with Christ.

C. 1 PET. 1:18-22 – We purify our souls by obeying the truth and this shows that we truly believe in God.  Do not try to commune with God if you do not believe in him.

CONCLUSION – 

We must realize the importance of our attitude toward the Lord and the supper he placed in his kingdom the church.  

Maybe you are here and realize that you are not in fellowship with God. 

If you are not sharing in the spiritual blessings available in Christ you can gain access to those blessings today by obeying and following Jesus.

