ATTITUDES THAT LEAD TO OBEDIENCE

MATTHEW 7:21
INTRODUCTION – READ TEXT - In the text for our lesson Jesus teaches us the importance of obedience. It is relatively easy to call Jesus our Lord but it is much more difficult to submit to him as our master and ruler and obey his instructions.

HEB. 5:8-9 – The inspired Hebrew writer certainly understood the truth of Jesus’ statement form the message on the mountain. 

The purpose of this lesson is to not only recognize the importance of obedience but to examine the attitudes that lead us to obedience.

ATTITUDES THAT LEAD TO OBEDIENCE – 

I. HUMILITY – 

A. ISA. 55:8-9 – Sometimes we display the attitude of arrogance. We think we know more than God. It is only when we come to a true understanding of certain things about God and we begin to honestly examine our selves and compare ourselves to God that we can truly appreciate his greatness and our insignificance. 
B. JER. 10:23 – The sooner we come to the conclusion that God is infinitely wiser than we are, the better off we will be.
C. PROV. 3:5-7 – If we have enough humility to recognize the superiority of God then and only then will we desire to follow his instructions, and place our complete trust in him.
D. PSA. 25:9 – All can be taught but only the humble will choose to submit to that which he has been taught and follow his ways.
E. PHIL. 2:13 – When we humbly submit to God’s will we do not talk about what we have done, but what the Lord is doing thru us.
F. 1 THESS. 2:13 – We are just the human vessels that God uses to spread the truth of his word.
II. RESPECT FOR AUTHORITY – If we fail to teach our children to respect the authority of parents, teachers, policeman etc. then how do we ever expect them to respect God?
A. PSA. 103:19 – In the O.T. it is made very clear that God has authority over all men – God rules over all!

B. MATT. 28:18-20 – Now in this age in which we live, Jesus has been given all authority by God.

C. LUKE 6:46 – It is very important that we respect the authority of Christ. This respect for authority is displayed when we humbly obey him.

D. LUKE 8:21 – Those who are part of the family of God are those who hear the word and do it.

E. 2 SAM. 15:15 – As Christians we are to serve our king Jesus. How are we doing? What type of respect for the teachings of Christ is reflected in my life? 

III. LOVE FOR THE LORD – This is an important source of our motivation for obedience.
A. 2 COR. 5:14-15 – Our love for him compels us to live for him since he died for us.
B. GAL. 2:20 – Our love allows us to crucify self and allows Christ to live in us.
C. 1 JN. 4:19 – Why should our love for him be so strong? 
D. JN. 14:15, 21 – Jesus desires for those who seek to follow him to express their love for him thru obedience. I.E.- Child- parent relationship
E. HEB. 6:10 – Our love for him is displayed thru our work and labor. It will not go unnoticed by God. We cannot boast when we display our love for God because we are just returning some of the love he has shown toward us.
IV. DESIRE TO GO TO HEAVEN AND THE FEAR OF GOING TO HELL – 

A. ROM. 2:5-10 – God gives reward and punishment without partiality.

B. 1 COR. 9:24-27 – We must run the race in a way that we will obtain the reward.

C. HEB. 10:26-31, 35-39 – Endurance is needed to finish the course

D. REV. 22:15 – Where will you be? In the city or outside the gates?

CONCLUSION – 

Notice how faith is involved in all of these things – 

If I believe that God is, and that he is the God described in the bible, then I will humbly submit to him, because he knows what is best for me.

If I believe Jesus has all authority, then I will respect that authority by obeying him.

If I believe that Jesus gave his life for me on the cross, then I will gladly obey his every command.

If I believe that Jesus will reward with heaven those who obey him, then that is what I will try to do!!!

