ATTITUDE TOWARD FELLOWSHIP

1 JOHN 1:6-7 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION - The concept of fellowship as defined by the Bible is often confused in our present day religious world.  When people today think of fellowship they automatically think of food – coffee and donuts.  The fellowship described in the bible is not even remotely concerned with the physical realm but is spiritual in nature

Fellowship – a sharing, a participation, a partnership as defined by Vines and Strong’s

THE PROPER ATTITUDE TOWARD FELLOWSHIP:

1. IS FELLOWSHIP WITH GOD POSSIBLE?  – Yes, but only if we share and participate in doing his will.

a. What prohibits fellowship (having a partnership with God)?
i. ROM. 3:23 – Sin

ii. ISA. 59:1-2 – Sin separates us from God if we are separated we cannot have fellowship with God!

iii. ROM. 6:23- Wages of sin is death

b. How do we establish fellowship with God?
i. JN. 17:17 – We are sanctified or set apart to do the work of God by following his word which is truth.

ii. JN. 8:31-32 – By continuing in his word and coming to a proper knowledge of the truth we are set free from sin so we can be saved

iii. 2 THESS. 2:13-15 – The truth is revealed in the gospel and we must stand fast in it.

iv. 1 TIM. 2:3-4 – We can only be saved if we come to a knowledge of the truth..

c. What if we have the proper knowledge but will not respond by faith?
i. JN. 12:42-43 – Chief rulers believed, but did not respond by faith did they have fellowship with God? NO!!!
ii. EPH. 2:8-10 – If man says salvation is by grace and man has nothing to say or do he only receives this grace.  If salvation is by grace and the faith of man is excluded does t bible say man has fellowship with God –NO – If we make the other argument and say it is by faith alone do w have fellowship with God?

iii. ROM. 10:17 – Instructs us that our faith comes from hearing God’s word.  What if we hear God’s word but do not obey it do we have fellowship with God? I.E. – Hebrews chapter 11
iv. JN. 1:11-12 – If you do not believe in Jesus can you be in fellowship with God?

v. LUKE 13:3 – Jesus instructs us to repent if we do not repent can we have fellowship with God?

vi. MATT. 10:32-33 – Jesus tells us to be willing to confess his name before men if we do not confess the name of Jesus do w have fellowship with God?

vii. MARK 16:15-16 – Jesus said we must believe and be baptized to be save if we refuse to believe and be baptized do we have fellowship with God?   In the bible the word baptism means to immerse, submerge, to plunge

viii. ROM. 6:3-4 – What if we are sprinkled instead of immersed (buried) do we have fellowship with God?  What if we say the sinner’s prayer based on belief, repentance, and confession do we have fellowship with God?  NO!!! We did not obey the truth!   What if we pray the sinner’s prayer and are baptized at a later date do we have fellowship with God?  NO, we still did not obey the truth we are saying that baptism is just the outward sign of an inward change but the truth is that inward change does not take place until we obey the truth in regard to becoming a Christian H-B-R-C-B –F

2. HOW DO I MAINTAIN FELLOWSHIP WITH GOD – 

a. By being faithful until death
i. REV. 2:10 – Be faithful unto death – receive the crown of life.

ii. 2 TIM. 4:6-8 – Crown of righteousness awaits those who love his appearing – What about those who are not living in a way so they can say they will love his appearing because they are not faithful

b. By walking in the light
i. 1 JN. 3-7 – If we must obey truth to obtain fellowship with God initially then we must continue to obey truth to maintain fellowship with God.  If we walk in the light(truth) we have fellowship with God and with one another 

c. By being able to apply truth as I live each day – what if we fail to do so
i. GAL. 2:11-14 – When Peter sinned and walked not according to truth Paul confronted him.  He knew the truth but was not being the proper example.  If Peter had not heeded the admonition of the apostle Paul and continued in his hypocrisy would he have been following truth or error? If we follow error do we have fellowship with God?
ii. ACTS 18:24-28 – What if Apollos had rejected the truth (instructions) of Aquila and Priscilla would he have been in fellowship with God?  Do you think Aquila and Periscilla would have had fellowship with him if he rejected the truth? NO!!
iii. ACTS19:1-5 – What if the disciples at Ephesus had refused to be baptized in the name of the Jesus Christ would they have been in fellowship with God? NO!!! Would Paul have been able to have fellowship with them if they refused to obey the truth? NO!!!
3. HOW CAN WE HAVE FELLOWSHIP WITH GOD AND WITH ONE ANOTHER? –
a. EPH. 3:3-4 – By coming to an understanding of the Bible, we can understand it alike

b. JN. 17:17-23 – We can have unity it is possible because Jesus prayed for it.  Would Jesus have prayed for something that was impossible for us to accomplish? NO!!! Why did he pray for it? That is what he desires for us as his people.
c. 1 COR. 1:10 – Paul desired for the disciples at Corinth to be of the same mind and judgment.

d. EPH. 4:3-6 – Paul instructs the Christians at Ephesus to have unity and base it on having oneness of doctrine.

e. PHIL. 1:27 – Paul instructed the brethren at Philippi to be of one mind striving together for the faith of the gospel. If it was possible for them to accomplish this the we can certainly do the same.
CONCLUSION – 

Do you have the proper attitude toward fellowship!  

If not change your attitude today. Do whatever is necessary to be in fellowship with God.   
Obey the truth as it applies to your current relationship with God.

If not a Christian become one if you are a Christian but not in fellowship with God and your brethren repent because you are walking in darkness - turn back to following the truth.

