A VAPOR THAT VANISHES AWAY

JAMES 4:14
INTRODUCTION – Have you ever observed a tea kettle on the stove? As it comes to a boil what begins to happen? The kettle begins to whistle and steam rises from the spout. But have you ever noticed how quickly the vapor from that steam disappears as it blends with the air around it? 

Listen to the message of inspiration given to us by the Holy Spirit thru James – READ – TEXT – JAMES 4:14 – All of us tend to seek those things that offer us security, pleasure, profit, and durability but the bible says that we do not know what shall be on the morrow – I.E. - My visit with my father. I thought it would just be a simple in and out procedure, but it turned into a 5 day stay in the hospital. Sometimes what we spend our time and effort holding on to are not as long lasting as we had hoped.

As James said our life is but a vapor that appears for a little time and then vanishes away. What a tragedy it is if we spend our whole life in pursuit of things that are going to perish and disappear. A life such as that is a life spent in vain because it has no real substance. 
The purpose of this lesson is to examine some things that are just like the vapor that disappears as the steam rises from the kettle.

SOME THINGS THAT VANISH AWAY – 

I. MATERIAL POSSESSIONS ARE JUST A VAPOR – Far too many people today are buying into the thought process that success in this life is constituted by money, power, position, wealth, a fancy home or a successful business and if we do not meets these criteria then we are a failure. If we are wealthy we are a success - no matter what type of character we have displayed in attaining it. Far too many people today are buying into this type of thinking.
A. LUKE 12:15 – Long ago Jesus was born in a stable and so far as we know he never owned a home of his own, never built a business or ascended into the social strata of his time. What did he teach???? Jesus is teaching us what real success is all about. Look at the following verses – 16-21 – How did God view the rich man who did not trust him and ignored his duty to him? As a fool!!! What is our status? Where is our treasure? What is important to me?
B. 1 TIM. 6:6-10 – We need desperately to learn the wisdom of Paul’s instructions to Timothy. Do we continue to seek avidly for those material things which are doomed to disappear? Wealth and riches are a vapor and they cannot last longer than our lives here and often they do not last as long as we are here.
C. MATT. 8:20 – The wealthiest man who ever walked the face of the earth put material things in their proper perspective. Jesus gladly gave up the riches of heaven to come to earth to seek and save the lost. Jesus lived without most of the things that we just simply take for granted.
D. MATT. 6:19-21 – Jesus is teaching us that the spiritual things are the things that will truly last for eternity. 

E. 2 COR. 4:18 – Paul warns the Christians at Corinth to not focus on the things that are seen (temporal) but rather the things we cannot see (eternal).

II. POPULARITY AND PRAISE OF MEN IS JUST A VAPOR – None of us go out of our way to deliberately make some people dislike us. Sometimes it is difficult for us to put praise or approval in its proper place.
A. PROV. 16:18 – When others speak well of us we need to be careful. Flattery could cause us to compromise our principles in order to retain popularity. 

B. JN. 12:42-43 – We have the example of the rulers of the Jews. They knew what they should do but because they did not want their popularity to suffer they refused to obey.
C. ROM. 12:16 – We must be careful so we do not become wise in our own eyes.

D. 1 COR. 4:3-4 – If we just consider the majesty and power of God there will be no room for pride and the praise of man cannot take us away from the Lord.

III. THE PLEASURES OF SIN ARE JUST A VAPOR – The pleasures of sin are only temporary. They are not lasting but temporal in nature.
A. HEB. 11:24-25 – The decision confronting Moses was a most difficult one. He was raised as a grandson to the Pharaoh and had the choice to live a life of luxury. Pleasure that comes from sin is a vapor that is soon gone and does not last. The only lasting effect of sin is remorse.
B. MATT. 27:3-5 – The example of remorse for sin in the life of Judas. The thirty pieces of silver dd not give him pleasure very long.

C. 2 TIM. 4:10 – Demas is another example of one who departed from thefaith having loved this present world. Do not exchange your soul for the vapor of the passing pleasures of sin for a season. 
IV. LIFE IN THIS WORLD IS JUST A VAPOR – We need to recognize that our lives belong to God and we live only because of his will and purpose for us. We also know that we will one day die
A. ECCL. 9:5 – Listen to the wise man

B. ECCL. 12:7 – The Spirit returns to God who gave it

C. HEB. 9:27 – Will we be prepared to meet God in judgment when the vapor of life vanishes away.

D. ROM. 8:18 – We should not build our hopes on things that will vanish away but build our hope on things of substance.

E. 2 PET. 3:10-11 – Even the earth with all the things in it will one day vanish away. Knowing this what type of person should we be?

CONCLUSION – 

All physical things will vanish away. 

Material – popularity – pleasure of sin - life

Only spiritual values are eternal. 

Where is your hope?

